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& BrixcG and Erricacy of Pxovipexce' is af- 
ſerted and vindicated 3 The Mrnops of Pros 
VIDENCE, as it paſſes through the ſeveral Stages 
of our lives, opened: And the proper Courſe of 
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READER, 


HERE are two ways PEERS the bleſſed God 

condeſcends to maniſeſt himſelf tg men- his 
ord and his works. Of the written word we muſt 
xy, No words like theſe were ever written fince- 


he beginning of time, which can (as one ſpeaks 
Ake life and root in the ſoul, 


doth it as reall7 
the feed doth in the — — are fitted to be 


grafted and naturalized theße, ſo as no coalition 


nature can be more real than this, James i. 21. 
his is the moſt tranſcendent 1 ploriois medium 


| his manifeſtation: © God ha -magnified his word: 
Dove all his name,” Pſalm xx viii. 2. 


0 ol 


However, the maniſcſtations-of God ti his works; 4 
ether of. Creation or Providence, have 3 van f 
| A 2. 4 - 
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- 


* 4M 
7 » | 


ue and glory; but the prime glory and excelleney 
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of his Providential works canfiſts in this, that they 
are the very fulfillings and accompliſhments of his 
written word. By a wiſe and heedful attendance 
hereunta, we might learn that excellent ant, which 


is, not unfitly, called by ſome Scientia Architecto- 2 
nica, An Art to clear the Myſterious Occurrences * 
of Providence, by reducing them to the written der 
word, and there lodge them as effects in their pro- ene 


per cauſes. And, doubtleſs, this is one of the ra- 
reſt eſſays men could purſue againſt Atheiſm, to 


ſhew, not only how Providences concur in a moſt 7 
obvious tendency to confirm this great concluſion, ple: 
« Thy word is truth ;” but how it ſometimes ex- den 
torts alſo the confeſſion of a Gop, arid the truth of part 
his word, from thoſe, very tongues which have bold- ©" 
ly denied it. wer 

part 

| | lowe 

Aſchyles, the Perſian, relating their diſcomfiture upor 
y the grecian army, make this remarkable obſer. due 

vation : * When the Grecian forces hotly purſued ye 

tm 


us, (faith. he) and we muſt needs. venture ove 
« the great. water Strymon, then frozen, but be. 
« gining to thaw ;, when an hundred to one we had 
« all died for it, with mine eyes I then. ſaw many 
of thoſe Gallants whom I heard ſo boldly main 
« tain There was no God, every. one upon theit 
« knees, with eyes and hands lifted up, begging 
„ hard for help and mercy, and entreating that thi 
« ice might hold till they, got. over.” 


Many thouſand ſeals hath-Providence forced thi 
very. enemies of: God to ſet to his truths, wh 
greatly tends to our confirmation therein; bu 
eſpecially to ſee. how the, word and. Providence 


God do erilighten- each other, and how” the ſerip- 
tures contain all thoſe events, both great and m 
. which are diſpoſed by Providence in their ſeaſons 3 

and how not only the promiſes. of the word are in 
general faithfully fulfilled to the church in all ber 


Vency 
t they 
of his 


dance 


e exigencies and diſtreſſes, but in particular to every 
neo. member of it; they being all furniſhed by Frori. 
1 dence with multitudes of experiences to this uſe and 


ir pro- end.. O how uſeful are ſuch obſervations !. 


the ra- 
{m, to 
2 moſt 
cluſion, 
mes ex- 
ruth of 
ve bold-. 


And as the profit: and uſe, ſo the delight and: 
pleafure retulting from the obſervations of Provi- 
dence, is exceeding great. It will doubtlefs be a- 
part of our entertainment in heaven, to view with. 
tranſporting delight how the deſigns and methods 
were laid to bring us thither: and what will be a 


omfiture 
e obſer: 
purſued 
1re Ove 
but bes 
e we had 
aw many 
main 
on theit 
begging 
that the 


orced th 
hs, wic 
ein; bo 


vidence ( 


part of our bleſſedneſs in heaven, may well be al-- 
lowed to have a prime ingrediency into our heaven 
pleature among the 
due obſervations of Providence, is to ſearch ſor 
water in the ocean; for Providence doth not only 


upon earth. To ſearch for 


ultimately deſign to bring you to heaven, but (as 


intermediate thereunto) to bring (by this means) 
much of heaven into your ſouls in the way thithers- | 
| > 


| 


How great a pleaſure is it. to difeern how the 


moſt wife God is providentially fteering all to the 


port of his own praiſe and his people's happineſs; 


{whilit the whole world is buſily employed in manage - 


ing the' ſails, and tugging the oars, with a quite 
oppoite deſign and purpoſe! To ſee how they 


promote his deſign by oppoſing it, and fulfil his will 
by refiſting it, enlarge his church by ſeattering it; 
and. make their reſt to come more. feet to then 
55 A&A x 1.3 "8 
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world. This is. pleaſant to. obſerve in general: 


all that concerns us from firſt. to.laſt,, is. Pn. 


and. ith opal 


ad, and in that it relieved. There was the poiſon;. 


expreſs the high delights. and gratifications a gra- 
aious heart may find in ſuch employments as this. 


experiences, whilſt with a melting heart we trace: 


the footſteps: of Providence all along the way it 


e e life 1 


— 


. - 


fouls, by making their condition fo reſtleſs. im the | Ho 


but to record and note its particular. deſigns upon 
ourſclves, with what profound wiſdom, infinite 
tenderneſs, and.inceſſant vigilancy it hath managed 


0 what an kiſtory might we n of our own 


hath led. us to this day; and ſet our remarks upon 
its more eminent.performances for 08-30 the leveral 


* 


Here 1 prevented, and there it delivered: here 
it directed, and there it corrected: in this it griev- 


and there the antidote. This Providence. raiſed a 
diſmal cloud, and that diſpelled it again: here a 
want, and there a ſupply: this: relation withered, 
and that.ſpringing up in its room. Words cannot 


O- what- a world' of rarities are to be found in 
Providence! The blind heedleſs world makes no- 
thing of them: they cannot; find one ſweet bit, 
where a. gracious. ſoul would make a rich feaſt. 


Plutarch relates very exactly how Timoleon was 
miraculouſly delivered from the conſpiracy of two 
murderers, by their meeting in the very nick of Hit 


time a certain perſon, who,. to. revenge the: death 
of his father, killed one of them, juſt as they wert 


o THE READER. + wk 

ready to give Timoleon the fatal. blow, tho? he 
knew nothing of the buſineſs; - and ſo Timoleon e 
ſeapec the danger. And what did this wonderful 
work of Providence, think you, yield the relator ?. - 
Why, tho? he was one of the moſt learned and in- 
genious among the Heathen ſages; yet alFhe made 
of it was only this, The ſpectator (ſaid he) wonds 
ercd greatly at. the artifice and contrivance which 
fortune uſes. This is all he could ſee in it. Had 
a ſpiritual and wiſe Chriſtian had the diſſecting and 
anatomizing of ſuch a work of Providence, what 
glory would it have yielded to God! What com 
fort and encouragement to the ſoul! The bee makes. 
a ſweeter meal upon one ſingle flower, than the ox 
doth upon the whole meadow, where thouſands of. 
chem grow. 


O Reader, if thy Heart be ſpiritual, and welF 
ſtocked with experience; if thou haſt recorded the 
ways of Providence towards thee, and wilt but al 
low thyſelf time to veflect upon them; what a life 
of pleaſure mayeſt thou live! What a heaven upon 
earth doth this way lead thee into! I will not here 
tell thee what I have met in this path, leſt it ſhould. 
ſeem to ſavour of too much vanity: ; non eſt religio 
ubi omnia patent. 'Phere are ſome delights and 
enjoyments in the- Chriſtian life which are and muft 


be encloſed. But · try it thyſelſ, taſte and ſee; and 
akes no- thou wilt need no other inducement; thine” owt. 
reet bit, ¶ experience will be the moſt powerful oratory to 
ch feaſi · ¶ Perſuade thee to the ſtudy and.ſcarch of Providence, 
leon was 2h . 
ey of two | * | 
nick of Hiſtories are uſually read with delight: when 
che. death once the fancy is cateht, a man knows not how to 


diſengage himſelf from it- I am greatly miſlakeny 
8 : 


e TUX ATADED.- 


if 5 hiſtory of our own lives, if it were well drawn 
up, and diſtinctly peruſed, would not be the. pleas 
res ct that ever v read in. our lives. 0 


Tue — TS treatiſe, is an eſſay to * 1 Y 
in which thou wilt find ſome remarks ſet upon Pro- 
vidence in its pallage through the ſeveral ſtages of 
dur life. But, Reader, thou only art able to com · 
pile the hiſtory of Providence for thyſch, becauſe 
the memorials that furniſh. it are only in thine own: 
hands. However, here thou maycſt find a pattern 

and general rules to direct thee in that great and 
difficult work, which 4 * ans h mo ond 7 of 
this manual. 0 


„ mw, bod 


— 


I have not had much regard to the dreſs and 
ornament in which this diſcourſe is to go abroad, for 
I am debtor both to the ſtrong and weak, wiſe and. 
foolſh ; and in all my obſervation I have not found 
that ever God hath; made much ufe of laboured 
periods, rhetorical flowers, and clegancies to 1M» 
prove the power of religion in the world. Yea, I 
have obſerved how Providence hath ſometimes re- 
buked good men, when upon other ſubjects they 
Have too much affected thoſe pedantie fooleries in 
withdrawing from them its uſual aids, and expoſ- 
ing them to ſhame; and much more may it do fo, 
when it is the ſubject. 


1 If thy ſtomach be nice and ſqueamiſh, 
and nothing will reliſh with thee but what is ſpruce 
and elegant, there are ſtore of ſuch compoſures in 

the world, upon which thou mayeſt even ſurfeit thy 
curious fancy ; meantime there wil: be found ſome 


4s. 
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that will: bleſs God for what thou defpiſeſt, and 
make many a ſweet. meal upon what thou loatheſt. 


J will add no more, but my hearty prayers that 
Providence will direct this treatiſe to ſuch hands, in 
ſuch ſeaſons, and. ſo bleſs and proſper its deſign, 
that. God may have glory, thou mayeſt have bene- 
fit, and myſelf comfort in the fucceſs. thezeof, who | 
am, : | 4 


and the Church's ſervant, 


. 
a 5 
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In the hand of Providenee, 
lou TLAVEL. 


61 —_—. > 
g 8 
1 4 v 4 
| CS 
> . 


* 


F 
CY 
* 
* 
7 
Ts 
a” 9 
* 
+ 4 Aa 2 
\ \ | 
n 
* * 
1 
„ *. 
* 
* 
. 
* *, 9 
* 


| 1 5 
” & = 
4 — ” 
3 ” 
* a 
x Ns 8 # „ 
18 E 
T3 
y : 
» ms 9 
9 . 
- % . 1 ” 
* * 0 
« * * 
= £ - — - = 


ÞIvink CONDUCT; 


. * =” «: ' 44+*' * 1 
| "1 4s «4 — 4 Ls «a +*#- 4 * a " q 
* 


on, THE 


MYSTERY or PROVIDENCE. 71 


| 4 iy — 7 o - ; 2 N 
| Y | — a | ** LS» + 1 
* * | ao 


P 1 ** 


HE greatneſs of God is a glorions and un- 
| | ſearchable myſtery. The Lord moſt high 
is terrible; he is a great king over all the 
earth,“ Pſalm xlvii. 2. The gondeſcenſion of th 
moſt hi gh God to men. is alfo a profound myſtery. 2 
7 Though the Lord be high, yet hath he reſpect 
unto the lowly,” Pſ. cxxxviis 6. But when botn 
theſe meet together (as they do in this feripture) 
they make up a matchleſs myſtery. Here we find 
the moſt high God performing all things for a poor 
diſtreſſed creature. It is the great ſupport. and ſo- 
lace of the ſaints in all the diſtreſſes that befab them 
here, that there is a wiſe {pirit ſitting in all the 
wheels of motion, and governing the moſt excentri- 
cal creatures and their molt pernicious deſigns to 
bleſſed and happy iſſues. And indeed it were not 


worth while to hve 1 in the world 0 of God 2 
Providence. 8 


2 DIVINE CONDUCT ; OR, 


(G3) | | 
4 How deeply we metrics | 2 
appear by that great inſtance which this pſalm pre- 5 N 
ſents us with. Tat 
It was compoſed (as the third title notes) by Da- 4 A: 


r vid prayer-wiſc, when he hid himſelf from Saul in 
the cave; and is inſcribed with a double title, 9 
Altaſchith Michtam of David. Altaſchith refers eoul 


to the ſcope, and Michtam to the dignity of the = 
ſüubject-matter. duty 
i The former ſignifies deſtroy not, or let there be no NN „ 
flaughter, and may either refer to Saul, concerning | Be 
| whom he gave charge to his ſervants not to deſtroy ker 

ler 


him; or rather, it hath reference to God, to whom 
in this great exigence he poured out his ſoul in this An tl 
pathetical ejaculation, ©** Altaſchith deſtroy not!” 


The latter title, Michtam, ſignifies a golden orna- plica; 
ment, and fo is ſuited to the choice and excellent that 
matter of the pſalm, which more deſerves ſuch a now 
1 title, t than Pythagoras's golden verſes did. . 
Ihhree things are remarkable in the former part in thi 
of the pſalm, viz. x. His extreme danger. 2. His I. 
carneſt addreſs to God in that extremity. 3- The |. ment 
ues he pleads with God in that Slarefs: God, 
1. His extreme danger, expreſſed both in the title thee ; 
and body of the pſalm. The title tells us, this my re 
plalm was compoled by him when he hid himſelf- This | 
from Saul in the cave. This cave was in the wil- be not 
derneſs of Engedi, among the broken rocks where 75 ac 
tie ob 


the wild goats inhabited, an obfcure and deſolate 
hole; yet even thither che envy of Saul purſued poſe ay 


" him, 1. Sam. xxiv. 2. And now he that had been reſpect 
ſo long hunt ed as a partridge upon the mountains ed to t 

| ſeems to be encloſed in tlie net; for the place was wilt ke 
begirt with his enemies, and having in this place ed on. t 
no out- let another way, and Saul himſelf entering 3— L 
into the mouth of this cave, in the ſides and creeks tion © 


wjhercof he and his men lay hid, and ſaw him, judge - 
NI paſt 


pur 


1. 


paſt diſtreſſes, as an argument encouraging 2 


Tur NISTERY OF PROVIDENCE. . o | 
to how great an extremity, and to what a deſperate 


ſtate things were now brought: well might he ſay, 


us it is, v. 4. © My ſoul is among lions, and I lie 
even among "IM that are ſet on fire.” What hope 


now Temained ? what but immediate deſtruction 


could be expected? 


2. Yet this frights him not out of his faith and 
duty, but betwixt the jaws of death he prays, and 
earneſtly addreſſes bimſelf to God for merey, v. 1. 
% Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto 
me.” This excellent pſalm was compoſed by him 
when there was enough to diſcompoſe the beſt man 


in the world. The repetition notes both the ex- 


tremity of the danger, and the ardeney of the ſup- 
plicant. Mercy, mercy ! nothing but mercy, and 


that exerting itſelf in an extraordinary way, can 
now ſave him from ruin. 


3. The arguments he pleads for obtaining reh I, 


in this diſtreſs are very conſiderable. 
1. He pleads lis rehance upon God as an argu- 


ment to move mercy. © Be merciful unto me, O 


God, be merciful unto me: for my ſoul truſteth in 
thee ; ; yea, in the ſhadow of thy wings will I make 
my reſuge until theſe calamities be overpaſt, v. x. 

This his truſi and dependence on God, though it 
be not argumentative in reſpect of the dignity of 
the act, yet it is ſo in reſpect both of the nature of 
the object, a compaſſionate God, who will not ex- 
poſe any that take ſhelter under his wings ; and in 
reſpect of the promiſe, whereby protection is aſſur- 
ed to them that fly to him for ſanctuary: Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtay- 
ed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee,” Iſa. xxvi. 
3. Thus he encourages himſelf from the conſidera- 


tion of that God to whom he betakes himſelf. 


2. He pleads former experiences of his help in 


B 


4 vryter dokpber; ok, 


under the preſent ſtralt, v. 2 © I will cry 


Se.” - 
In which words I ſhall conſider two thines, | 
1. The duty refolved upon. 
2. The encouragement to that reſolution. 
1. The duty reſolved upon; « T will cry unto 
God.“ Crying unto God is an expreſſion that doth 


1 not only denote Prayer, but intenſe and fervent 


To cry, is to pray in an holy paſſion ; 


e 
nd ſuch are uſually ſpeeding prayers, Pſalm xviii. 


6, and Heb. v. 7. 
2. The encouragements to this reſolution, and 


theſe are twofold. 


1. Objective, taken from the ſov ereignty of God. 
8 Subjectir c, taken from the experience he had 
of his Providence. 

1. The ſovereignty of God: „ will cry unto 
God moſt high.“. Upon this he acts his faith in 
extremity of danger. Saul is high, but God the moſt 


high; and, without his permiſſion, he is aſſured 


Saul cannot touch him. He had none to help; and 


il he had, he knew God muſt firſt help the helpers, or 


they cannot help me. He had no means of deſence 


or eſcape before him, but the Moſt High is not li- 
mited by means. 


This is a ſingular prop to faith, 


Pſalm lix. 9. 
2. The. experience of his Providence hitherto ; 


e unto-God that performeth all things for me.” 


The word which we tranſlate performeth comes 


from a root, that ſignifies both to perfect, and to 


deſiſt or ceaſe. 
and preſected, the agent then ceaſes and deſiſts from 


For when a buſineſs is perſormed 


working; he puts to the laſt hand, when he finiſhes 
the work. To ſuch an happy ſuc the Lord hath 


brought all his doubtful and difficult matters be- 


unto God 
moſt high: unto God that perſormeth all things ſor 


the pr 
perforr 
Caſt: 
rum me 
moſt hz 

But 
verſal ] 
of the 
Tagemer 
things, 
vidence 


that he 
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fore and this gives ham encouragement that he * 
will ſtill be gracious, and perſect that which con- 
cerneth him now, as he ſpeaks. © The Lord will 
* that which, eoncerneth me.“ Plan cxxxville 


FheSeptuagint renders it, by who profiteth or be- 


ato nefiteth me. And it is a certain truth, that 

och the reſults and iſſues of Providence are profitable 

ent and beneficial to the ſaints. But the ſuppliment in 

n; our tranſlation well receives the importance of the 

iii place, who performeth all things.“ It invokes © 
the moſt ſtrict and proper notion of Providence, 

and which is nothing elſe but the performance of God's 


gracious purpoſes and promiſes to his people. And 
PL Y therefore Vatablus and Muis ſupply and fill up the 
* room which the conciſeneſs of the original leaves 
| with que promiſit, I will ery unto God = 
* high: unto God that performeth the things which 
* he hath promiſed.” Payment is the performanee ef 


rr 8 Grace makes the promiſe, and Provi- 
$52) ence the payment. 5 MENT 
£464," Piſcator fills it with benignitatem et miſericordiam 
Da fuam, © unto. God that performeth his kindneſs and 
2 mercy." But ſtill it ſuppoſes the mercy performed 
NR. to be contained in the promiſe, Mercy 1s ſweet in 
ith, the promiſe, and much more ſo in the Providential - 
performance of it to us. _ Pl 
"TIER Caſtalio's Supplement comes nearer to our's, Re- 
4 rum mearum tranſactorem, I will cry unto God 
Feng moſt high: unto God the tranſactor of my affairs.” 
4 85 But our Engliſh making out the ſenſe by an uni- 
med | Verſal particle, is moſt fully agreeable to the ſcopg 
crom | of the text. For it cannot but be a great cncous 
hes ragement to his faith, that God had tranſate$gll 
hath things, or- performed all things for him; this Pro- 
5 vidence that never failed him in any of the ftraity 


that he cyer met N his life was à life of 
2 


1 


8 


6 52. DIVINE CONDUCT ; on, 
many ſtraits) he might well hope it would not now 


teutien of God's decree, and. the folfilling of his 


Se 


* 
. 


fail him, though this were an extraordinary and 
matchleſs one. 


Bring we then our thoughts a little cloſer to this 


ſeripture, and it will give us a fair and lovely pro- 
ſpect of Providence. 

In its 1. Univerſat; 2. Effectual; 3. Beneficial ; 
4. Encouraging influence npon the affairs and con- 
ccrns of the ſaints. 

I. The expreſſion imports the univerſal jntereſt 


and influence. of Providence in and upon all the con- 
_ eerns and interefts of the ſaints. It hath not only 
its hand in this or that, but in all that concerns 
them. It hath its eye upon every thing that re- 


lates to them throughout their lives, from firſt to 
lait. Not only great, and more important, but the 
moſt minuite and ordinary affairs of our lives are 


| tranſacted and managed byit. It touches all things 


that touch us, whether more nearly or remotely. 


2. It diſplays the efficacy of Providential influ- 
ences. Providence doth not only undertake, but 


performs and perſects what concerns us. It gocs 


| through with its deſigns, and accompliſhes what it 


begins. No difficulty ſo clogs it, no croſs accident 


Io falls in its way, but it carries its deſign thro? it. 


Its motions are irreſiſtible and uncontrolable, he 
performs it for us. 
3. And, which is ſweet to conſider, all its pro- 


ducts and iſſues are exceeding benefical to the ſaints. 


It performs all things for them. Tis true, we oſten 
prejudge its works, and unjuſtly cenſure its deſigns, 
and under many of our ſtraits and troubles we ſay, 
«AN theſe things are againſt us:“ But indeed Pro- 


 vidence neither doth, nor can do any thing that is 
really againſt the true intereſt and good of the ſaints. 


For what are the works of Providence but the ex- 
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word? And there can be no more in Providence 
than is in them. Now there is nothing but good to 
the ſaints in God's purpoſes and promiſes; and 
therefore whatever Providence doth in their con- 


cernments, it muſt be, as the text ſpeaks, « The 1 


performance of all things for them.” 

4. And if ſo, how ehearing, ſupporting, and en- 
cquraging muſt the conſideration of theſe things be 
in a day of diſtreſs and trouble! What lite and hope 
will it inſpire our hearts and prayers withal, when 
great preſſures lie upon us! It had ſuch a chearing 
influence upon the Pſalmiſt at this time, when the 
ſtate of his affairs was, to the eye of ſenſe and rea- 
ſon, forlorn and deſperate ; there was new but an 
hair's breadth, as we ſay, betwixt him and ruin. 

A potent, enraged, and en implacable enemy had 
driven him into the hole of a rock, and was come 
after him into that hole ; yet now whilſt his ſoul 
is among lions,” whilſt he lies in a eranny of the 
rock, expecting every moment to be drawn out to 
death, the refletions he had upon the gracious per- 
formances of the Moſt High for him, from the be- 
ginning to that moment, ſupported his ſoul, and 
inſpired hope and life inte his prayers ; © 1 will cry 
unto God moſt high : unto God that perſormeth all 


things for me.” 


The amount of all yon have in this dodringt 


eoncluſion: 


« That it is the duty of the ſaints, eſpecially 1 irs 
times of ſtraits, to refle& upon the performances of - 
Providences for them! in all the ſtates, and thro!" all 


the ſages of their lives.? 


The Church in all the works of merey owns the 
hand of God. Lord, thou haſt wrought all our 
works in (or for) us,” Iſaiah xxvi. 12. And ſtilbit 
hath been the pious and eonſtant practiee of the 
Saints, in al generations, to preſerve the memory vt 
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have befallen them in their times as a preeious trea- 


haſt, if not in thy book, yet certainly in thy heart, 
a great many precious favours upon record; the very 
remembrance and rehearſal of them is ſweet: how 
much more {ſweet was the actual enjoyment?” Bax- 
ter's Saints Reſt, p. 768. Thus Moſes, by Divine: 
direction, wrote a memorial of that victory obtained. 
over Amalek as the fruit and return of prayer, and. 
built there an altar, with this inſcription, Jehovah 
Niſſi. The Lord my banner,” Exod. xvii. 14, 15.. 


uate the memory of that ſignal deliverance from 
the' plot of Haman, by ordaining the. feaſt of Purim 
as an © Anniverſary through every generation, e- 
very family, every province, and every city, that: 
thoſe days of Purim ſhould not fail from among the 
Jews, nor the memorial of them periſh from their 
ſeed,” Efther ix. 28. For this end you find-pſalms 
indited, Jo bring to remembrance,” Pf. Ixx. the 
title. Parents give ſuitable names to their chil- 
dren, that every time they looked upon them they 
might reſreſh the memory of God's mercies, 1 Sam. 
zi. 20. The very places where eminent Providences 
have appeared, were new named upon no other do- 
fign than to perpetuate the memorial of thoſe ſweet 
Providences which ſo refreſhed them there: thence 
Bethel took its name, Gen. xxviii. 19; and that 
well of water where Hagar was ſeaſonably refreſſi· 
ed by the angel in her diſtreſs, Beer-la-hai roi, 
« the well of him that liveth and tooketh on me,” 
Gen. xvi. 14. Yea, the ſaints have given, and God 
hath aſſamed to himſelf, new titles upon this very 
ſeore and account: Abraham's Jehovah-jireh, and 
"Gideon's Jehovah-ſhallum, were aſcribed” to him 
upon this reaſon, And ' ſometimes-you find the 


ö 


the more famous and remarkable Providences t hat | 


ure. If thou be a Chriſtian · indeed, I know thou 


Thus Mordecai and Eſther cook all care to perpet- 
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Lord ſüiles himſelf 'The God that brought Abra- 


ham from Ur of the Chaldees ;” then The Lord 
God that brought them out of Egypt; then The 


Lord that gathered them out of the North Coun- 


try; ſtill minding them of the gracious Provi- 
dences which in all thoſe places he had wrought 
for them. * * 468 ph 5191 
Nov there is a twofold reflection upon the Pro- 
vidential works of God. | +” 

1. One entire and full, in the whole complex 
and perſect frame thereof. This bleſſed fight is re- 
ſerved for the perfect ſtate &. It is in that mount 
of God where we ſhall ſee both the Wilderneſs and 
Canaan ; the glorious kingdom into which we are 
eome, and the way through which we were led into 
it. There the ſaints ſhall have « raviſhing view of 
that beautiful frame, and every part ſhall be di- 
ſtinctly diſcerned, as if it had its particular uſe, 
and as it was connected with the other parts, and 
how effectually and orderly they all wrought te 
bring about that bleſſed deſign of their ſalvation, 
according to the promiſe. And we know that 
all things work together for good to them that love 
God,” &c. Rom. vii. 28. For it is certain that no- 


ſhip at ſea keeps more exactly by the compaſs which. 
directs its conrſe, than Providence doth by that pro- 
miſe which is its pole-ſtar. PT 


ſr — — — —— — — 


2 


* When the records of eternity ſhall be expoſed 


to view, all the conncils and reſults of that pro- _ 
found wiſdom looked into, how will it tranſport:! 


when it ſhall be diſcerned, Lo! thus were the de- 
ſigns laid! here were the apt junQures and admir- 


able dependencies of things, which, when acted up- 
en the ſtage of Time, ſeemed ſo perplexed and in- 
tricate. Howe's bleſſedneſs, p. 76, "I 


- 
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2. The other, partial and impepſedt in the wy le 
to glory, where we only view it in its lingle acts, he 


or, at moſt, in {ome branches and. more oþ{ervable H 
cCourſe of actions. | G 
Betwixt theſe two. is the 8 difference as be- fo 
twixt the ſight of the dis joined wheels and ſcatter- hi 
ed pins of a watch, and the ſight of the whole un- ol 
ited in one frame, and working in one orderly mo» he 
tion; or betwixt an ignorant ſpectator's viewing H 
ſome more obſervable: veſſel or joint of a diſſected re 
body, and the accurate anatomilt's diſcerning the L. 
courſe of all the veins and arteries of the body Y. as as 
he follows the ſeveral branches of them through MF ** 
the whole, and plainly ſees the proper places, figures, be 
and uſe of each, with their mutual * p one | be 
another. th 

O how i and deleQable a aht & 2 chat! { = 
to behold at one view the whole deſign of Provi- * 
dence, and the proper place and uſe of every ſingle PE 
act which he could not underſtand in this world! | My 
For what Chriſt ſaid to Peter, John xii. 7. is as = 
applicable to ſome Providences in which we are | 


now concerned as it was to that particular action: 
% What 1 do thou knoweſt not now, but hereafter 
thou ſhalt know it.” All the dark, intricate, pua- 
=ling Providences at which we were ſometimes ſo- 
amazed that we could neither reconcile them with 
the promiſe nor with each other; nay, which we 
fo unjuſtly cenſured and bitterly bewailed, as if they 
Had fallen out quite croſs to our happineſs, we ſhall 
then ſee to be unto us, as the difficult paſſa 
- throngh the wilderneſs was unto Ifrael, The 
Tight way to a city of habitation,” Pſalm evi. 7. 
And yet though our preſent views and refle&ions 
upon Providence be ſo ſhort and imperfe& in com- 
Pariſon of that in heaven, yet ſuch as it is, under 
, its preſent diſadvantages, it hath ſo much excel- 
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leney and ſweetneſs in it that I may call it a little 
heaven, or, as Jacob called his Bethel, The Gate of 
Heaven. It is certainly an highway of walking with 
God in this world, and as ſweet communion may & 
foul enjoy with him in his Providences as in any of 
his ordinances. How often have the hearts of its 
| obſervers been melted into tears of joy at the be- 
holding of its wiſe and unexpected productions! 
How often hath it convinced them, upon a ſober 
recollection of the events of their lives, that if the 
Lord had left them to their own councils, they had 
as often been their own tormentors, if not execu- 
tioners ! Into what, and how many fatal miſchiefs 
had they precipitated themſelves, if Providence had | 
been as ſhort-ſighted as they! They have given it 
their hearty thanks for conſidering their intereſt 
more than their importunity; and not. ſuffering 
them to pariſh by their own deſires. | 
The benefits of adverting to the works of Provi- 
dence are manifold and unſpeakable, as well be 
thewn in its proper place. But, not to entangle 
the thread of the diſcourſe, I ſhall caft it into this 
method: 1 
 FirsT, I ſhall prove that the concernments of the 
faints in this world are certainly. conducted by the 
viſdom and care of fpeeial Providence. * | 
SECONDLY, I will ſhew you in what particular 
concernments of theirs this Providential care is evi- 
dently diſcovered. | 
- TrmDLy, That it is the duty of ſaints to advert 
and heedfully obſerve thefe performances of Provi- 
dence for them in all their concernments. 33:0 
 FourTnry, . In what manner this duty is to be 
performed by them. or = 

Firraty, What ſingular benefits reſult to th 
from ſuch obſervations; and then apply the whol 
io ſuch uſes as offer themſelves from the point. 


- 
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formed all things 


don and ſpecial influence, John xvit. 2. 


— ——_— . ww WEE 
: 


Say ids 


GENERAL HEAD. ; 

Fixsr, I ſhall undertake the proof and defence of 
this great truth: That the affairs of the ſaints 
in this world are certainly conducted, by the wile 


dom and care of i pecial Providene.”? 


And herein I addreſs myſelf with chearfulneſs ta 
rform, as well as I am able, a ſervice for that 
Frovidence which hath throughout my life “per- 
for me,” as the text ſpeaks. . * 
There is a twofold conſideration of Providence, 
ic to its twofold object and manner of dif, 
penſation; the one is general, exereiſed about all 


ereatures, rational and irrational, animate and ina- 


nimate; the other, ſpecial and pecuhar. Chriſt 
hath an univerſal empire over all things, Epheſ. i. 
22. the Head of the whole world, by way of do- 
minion ; but an Head to the church, by way of un: 


viour of all men, but eſpecially of them that be: 
lieve,” 1 Tim. iv. 10. The church is his ſpecial 
care and charge; he rules the world, as an head 
conſulting the welfare of the body. + 

Heathens generally denied a Providenec; and ng 
wonder, ſince they denied a God; for the fone ar- 
guments that prove one, will prove the other. Ari 
ſtotle, the Prince of Heathen Philoſophers, could 
not, by the utmoſt ſearch of reaſon, find out the 
world's original, and therefore concludes 3 it was from 
eternity. The Epicureans did in a ſort acknow- 
kedze a God, but yet denied a Providence, and 


The Sa- 


wholly cxcluded him from any intereſt or concern 


think 
reall. 
part 
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t the affairs of the world, as being inconſiſtent 
with the felicity and tranquillity of the Divine Be- 
ing, to be diverted and cumbered with the care and 
labour of government. This aſſertion is ſo re- 
pugnant to reaſon, that it is a wonder, themſelves 
bluſhed not at its abfurdity ; but I gueſs at the de- 
deſign, tho? one of them indeed ſpoke it out in 
broad language. They foreſaw that the conceſnion 
of a Providence would impoſe an eternal yoke upon 
their necks, making them accountable to an 
higher tribunal for all they did; and that they muſt 
neceſſarily paſs the time of their ſojourning here in 


fear, wilſt all their thoughts, words, and ways, were 


ſtrictly noted and recorded, in order to an account, 
by an all-ſceing and righteous God; and therefors 
they laboured to perſuade themſelves that was not, 
which they had no mind ſhould be. But theſe athei- 
ſtical and fooliſh conceits fall flat before the un- 
deniable evidence of ſo great and clear a truth. 
Now, my buſineſs here is not ſo much to deal 


Lich profeſſed Atheiſts, who deny the exiſtence of 


God, and conſequently deride all evidences brought 
from ſeripture, of the extraordinary events that fall 
out in favour of that people who are called his; 
but rather to convince thoſe who profeſſedly own 


W all this, yet never having taſted religion. by experi- 


ence, ſuſpet, at leaſt, that all theſe things which 
we call ſpecial Providences to the ſaints, are but na- 
tural events, or mere contingencies. Thus, whilſt _ 
they profeſs to own a God and a Providence, (which 
profeſſion is but the effect of their education) t 
do in the mean-time live like Athieſts, and both 
think and ad as if there were no ſuch things; and 
really I doubt this is the caſe of the far greateſt 
part of the men of this generation. ! 
But if it were indeed fo, that the affairs of the 
world in general, and- more eſpecially thoſe of the 
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ſaints, were not conducted by Divine Providenee, * 
but (as they would perſuade us) by the ſteady oft 
courſe of natural cauſes; beſide which, if at any * 
time we obſerve any event to fall out, it is merely th 
caſual and contingent, or that which. proceeds from abs 
ſome hidden and ſecret cauſe in nature-; if this in- Gi 
deed were ſo, let thoſe who are tempted to believe in 
it rationally ſatisfy the following demands: * 
Firſt Demand, How came it to paſs that ſo many th 
| mercies and deliverances have befallen the er 
people of God, above thé power, and againſt the WI 
courſe: of natural cauſes; to make way for which th 
there hath been a ſenſible ſuſpenſion and ſtop put to D: 
the courſe of nature? It is moſt evident that no na- ſat 
tural effect can exceed the power of its natural as 

cauſe. Nothing can give to another more than it tol 
hath in itſelf; and it is as clear, that whatſoever of 
acts naturally, acts neceſſarily. Fire burns to the fiel 
uttermoſt of its power; waters overflow, and drown Da 
all that they can. Lions, and other rapacious and ace 
cruel beaſts, tear and devour their prey, eſpecially an 
when hungry ; and for arbitrary and rational a- no! 
gents, they alſo a& according to the principles and ma 
laws of their natures. A wicked man, when his 5 
heart is fully ſet in him, and his will ſtands in a full lav 
bent of reſolution, will certainly (if he have power the 
in his hand, and opportunity to execute his con- and 
ceived miſchief) give it vent, and perpetrate the an 

wicked devices of his heart; for, having once con- 
ceived miſchief, and “ travailing in pain with it,” 

he muſt, according to the courſe of nature, © bring TE 
it forth,” as it is in Pf. vu. 14. But if any of theſe 4 
inanimate, brutal, or rational agents, when there is ſtea 
no natural obſtacle, have their power ſuſpended ; Th 
and that when the eſfect is near the birth, and the unk 
deſign at the very article of execution, ſo that tho the: 


they would, yet cannot hurt; to what, think you, 
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is tlüs to be aſſigned and referred ? Yet fo it hath 
often been ſeen, where God's intereſt hath been 


immediately concerned in the danger and evil of 
the event. The fea divided itſelf in its own chan- 


nel, and made a wall of water on each fide, to give 


Goc s diſtreſſed Iſrael a ſafe paſſage, and that not 
in a calm, but © when the waves thereof roared *,“ 


as it is in Iſa. li. 15. The fire, when blown up to 
pow- 


the moſt intenſe and vehement flame, had no 
er to ſinge one hair of God's faithful witneſſes, 
when at the ſame inſtant it had power to deſtroy 


their intended executioners at a greater diſtance, , 
Yea, we find it hath been ſometimes - 


Dan. iii, 22. 


ſufficient to conſume, but not to torment, the body, 


as in that knowr. inſtance of bleſſed Baynham, who 


told his enemies the flames were to him as a bed 
| of roſes. The hungry lions put off their natural 


fierceneſs, and became gentle and harmleſs, when 
Daniel was caſt among them for a prey. The like 
account the church ſtory gives us of Polycarpe 


and Dionyſus Areopagita, whom the fire would 


not touch, but ſtood after the manner of a ſhip- 
man's {ails filled with the wind about them. 


Are theſe things according to the courſe and 


law of nature? To what ſecret natural cauſe can 


they be aſcribed? In like manner we find. the vileſt 


and fierceſt of wicked men have been withheld by 


an inviſible hand of reſtraint from injury the 


C 
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How hard was Prophyry put to it, when, in- 


ſtead of a better, this pretence muſt ſerve the turn: 
That Moſes, taking the advantage of a low water 


unknown to the Egyptians, paſſed over the people 
thereat; as if Moſes, a ſtranger, were better ac- 
quainted there than the Egyptains, 
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Lord's people. By what ſecret cauſe in nature 
was Jeroboam's hand dried up, and made inflexible 
at the ſame inſtant it was ſtretched out againſt the 

man of God? 1 Kings, xii. 4. No wild beaſts rend 
and devour their prey more greedily than wicked 
men would deſtroy the people of God that dwell a- 
moug them, were it not for this Providential re- 
ftraint upon them. 80 the Pſalmiſt expreſſes his 
caſc in the words following my text: My ſoul is 
among lions, and I lie among them that are ſet on 
on fire.” The diſciples were ſent forth as ſheep 
into the midſt of wolves, Mat. x. 16. It will not 
avail in this caſe, to object by ſaying that thoſe 
miraculous events depend only upon ſcripture teſ- 
timony, which the Atheiſt is not concluded by; 
for, beſide all that may be alledged for the autho- 
rity of that teſtimony, (which is needleſs to pro- 
duce to men that own it) what is it leſs that every 
eye ſees, or may ſee at this day? Do not we be- 
hold a weak, defenceleſs, handful of men, wonder- 
fully and (except this way) unaccountably preferv- 
ed from ruin in the midſt of potent, enraged, and 
turbulent enemies, that fain would, but cannot de- 
ſtroy them, when as yet no natural impediment can 
be aſſigned why they cannot? 

And if this poſe us, what ſhall we ſay when we 
| fee events produced in the world, for the good of 
God'ggeholſen, by thoſe very hands and means which 
were intentionally employed ſor their ruin ? Theſe 
things are as much beſide the intentions of their 
enemies as they are above their own expectations; 
yet ſuch things are no rarities in the world, - Was 
not the envy of Joleph's brethren, the curſed plot 
of Haman, the dezree procured by the envy of the 
Princes againſt Daniel, with many mare of the like 
nature, all turned by a ſecret and, ſtrange hand of 
Providence to their greater advancement and bene- 
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THE MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE. 17 
fit ? Their enemies lifted them up to all that hon- 
our and preferment they had. E431 

Second Demand. How is it (if the ſaints con- 
ecrns are not ordered by a {pecial Divine Provi- 
dence) that natural cauſes unite and aſſoeiate them- 
ſelves for their relief and benefit in fo ſtrange a 
manner as they are found to do? It is undeniably 
evident that there are marvelous coincidences of 
Providence, confederating and agreeing, as it were, 
to meet and unite themſelves to bring about the. 
good of God's choſen. There is like a face of 
things ſhewing itſelf in divers places at that time 
when any work for the good of the church is come 
upon the ſtage of the world; as when the Meſhah, 
the capital mercy, came to the temple, then Simeon 
and Anna were brought thither by Providence as 
witneſſes to it. So in the reformation work, when 
the images were pulled down in Holland, one and 
the ſame ſpirit of zeal poſſeſſed them in every city 
and town, that the work was done in a night. He 
that heedfully reads the hiſtory of Joſeph's ad- 
vancement to be the Lord of Egypt, may number 
in that ſtory twelve remarkable acts or ſtepts of 
Providence, by which he aſcended to that honour 
and authority ; if but one of them had failed, in all 
Iikelihood the event had done ſo too; but every 
one fell in its order, exactly keeping its own time 
and place. So in the church's deliverance from 
the plot of Haman, we find no leſs than ſeven acts 
of Providence ſtrangely concuring to produce it, as 
if they had all met by appointment and conſent to 
break that ſnare for them; one thing ſo aptly 
ſuiting with, and making way for another, that e- 
very heedful obſerver muſt needs conclude this can- 
not be the effet - of caſuality, but wiſe counſel. 
Even as in viewing the accurate ſtructure of the 
body of a man, the * poſition, and mutual re- 
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ſpects of the ſeveral. members and veſſels, hath con 


vinced ſome (and is ſufficient to convince all) that Pl 
it was the effect of Divine wiſdom and power; in 
like manner, if the admirable adaption of the meang. * 
and inſtruments employed for mercy. to the people 
of God be heedſully conſidered, who can but con- 1 
ſels, that, as there are tools of all ſorts and ſizes og 
in the, ſhop of Providence, ſo there is a. moſt {kil; WR 
ſul - hand 1 5 uſes them; and that they could no * 
more produce ſuch effects of themſelves, than the 11 
ax, ſaw, or chiſel, can cut or carve a rude log in- 585 
to a beautiful figure without the hand of a ſkillul: | * 
artificer. 2 Er 
We find by manifold inſtances that there. cer- q 
-tainly are ſtrong combinations and prediſpolition of oh 
perſons and things, to bring about ſome iſſue and 8 
deſign for the benefit of the church, which them - li 
ſelves never thought of. They hold no intelligence, 3 
communicate not their councils to each other, yet * 
meet together, and work together, as if they did; Ie 
which is as if ten men ſhould all meet together at 1 
one place, and in one hour, about one and the ſame if ny 
buſineſs, and that without any fore-appointment. be- Ho 
twixt themſelves. Can any queſtion, but ſuch & blo 
meeting of means and inſtruments is certainly, tho” * 
ſecretly, over- ruled by ſome wiſe inviſible agent? hel 
Third Demand, If the concerns of God's people a 
be not governed by ſpecial Providence, whence is it the 
that the moſt apt and powerful means employed to +] 
deſtroy them, are rendered ineſſectual; while weak 8 
and contemptible means, employed for their defence Ho 
and comfort, are crowned with ſucceſs ? This could by 
never be, if things were wholly ſwayed by the eourſe del 
of nature. If we judge by that rule, we muſt eon- ag” 
clude that the more apt and powerſul the means tha 


are, the more {ſucceſsful and proſperous they muſt 
needs be; and where they are inept, weak, 
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contemptible, nothing can be expected from them. 
Thus reaſon lays it according to the rules of na- 
ture; but Providenee eroſſes its hands, as Jacob 
did in bleſſing the ſons of Joſeph, and orders quite 
contrary iſſues and events. Such was the mighty 
power and deep poliey uſed by Pharaoh to deſtroy 
God's Ifrael, that, to the eye of reaſon, it was as 
impoſſible to ſurvive it as for crackling thorns to 
abide unconſumed amidſt devouring flames; by 
which emblem their miraculous preſervation it ex- 
preſſed, Exod. iii. 2. the buſh was all in a flame, 
but no confumption of it. The Heathen Roman 
Emperors, who made the world tremble, and ſub- 
dued the nations under them, have employed all 
their power and policy againſt the poor, naked, de- 
fenceleſs church, to ruin it, yet could. not accom- 
pliſh it, Rev. xii. 3, 4. O the ſeas of blood that 
heathen Rome ſhed in the ten perſecutions! yet the 
church lives, and, when the dragon gave his power 
to the beaſt, Rev. xiii. 2. i. e. the ſtate of Rome be- 
came Anti-chriſtian, O what ſlaughters have been 
made by the beaſt in all his domimions ! ſo that the 


: Holy Ghoſt repreſents him as drunken with the 


blood of the ſaints, Rev. xvii. 6. And yet all will 
not do; the gates, i. e. the powers and policies of 
hell cannot prevail againſt it. How maniſeſt is the 
care and power of Providence herein! Had half 
that power been employed againſt any other people, 
it had certainly ſwallowed them up immediately, or 
in the hundredth part of the time worn them out. 
How ſoon was the Perſian monarchy ſwallowed up 
by the Grecian, and that again by the Roman! Di- 
oclefian and Maximine, in the height of their perſe- 
eution, found themſelves ſo baffled by Providence, 
that they both reſigned the government, and ved 
as private men. But in this wonderful preſerva- 
uon God makes good that promiſe, © Though I 
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make a full end of all nations, yet l 1 not make g 
full end of thee,” Jer. xxx. II. And again, No 
weapon formed againſt thee hall proſper,” II. liy. 
27. On the contrary, how ſucceſsful have weak 
and contemptible means been inade for the good of 
the church! Thus in the firſt planting of Chril- 
4lanity in the world, by what weak and ſęemingly 
improper inſtruments was it done ? Chriſt did not 


chooſe the eloquent orators, or men of authority 


An the courts, of Kings and Emperors, but twelve 
— mechanices and fiſhermen ; and theſe not ſent 


together in a troop, but ſome to take one country 
to conquer it, and ſome another; the moſt ridicu- 


lous courſe, in appearance, for ſuch a deſign as 
could be imagined; and yet in how ſhort a time 
was the. goſpel ſpread, =O ehurches planted by 
them in the ſeveral kingdoms of the world? This 
ths Pſalmiſt foreſaw by the ſpirit of propheey, when 
he ſaid, Out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings 
haſt thou ordained ſtrength, that thou mighteſt ſtill 
the enemy and the avenger,” Pſ. viii. 2. At the 


ſound of rams horns Jericho 4s delivered into the | : 


hands of Ifrael, ſee Joſh. vi. 20. By three hundred 
men, with their pitchers and lamps, the huge hoſt 


of Midian is diſcomfited, Judges vi. 19. The Pro- 


teſtants beſieged at Beziers in France, are delivered 
by a drunken drummer, who, going to his quarters 
at midnight, rang the alarm bell of the town, not 
knowing what he did, and juſt then were their ene- 
mies making their aſſault. And as weak and im- 
probable means have been bleſſed with ſuceeſs to 


the church in general, fo to the preſervation. of its 


particular members alſo. A ſpider, by weaving 
her web over the meuth of an oven, ſhall hide a 
lervant of Chrift (Du Moulin) from his enemies, 
who took refuge there in that bloody Pariſian maſ- 
ſaere. A hen ſhall ſuſtain another many days at 
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the ſame time, by lodging; her egg every day at the 
ſame place where he had hid himſelf from the cut- 
throats. Examples might be caſily multiplied in 
the caſe ; but the truth is too plain and obvious to 
the obſervation of all ages to need them... And can 
we but acknowledge a divine and ſpecial Providence 
over-ruling theſe matters, when we lee the molt apt 
and potent means for the church's ruin fruſtrated, 
and the moſt filly and contemptible means lyccecge 


and proſpered for its good? 


Fourth Demand. If all things be governed by 
the courſe” of nature, and force, of natural cauſes, 
how then comes it. to paſs that men are turned 
{like a bowl by a rub) out of the way of evil, unto 
which they were driving. on with full ſpeed ? G0⁰⁴ 
men have been engaged in the way to their own 
ruin, and knew it not; but Providence hath met 
them in the way, and preſerved. them by ſtrange di- 
verſions, the meaning of which they underſtood not 
till the event diſeovered it. When Paul lay bound 
at Cæſarea, the High-Prieſt and Chief of the Jews 
requeſted Feſtus that he might be brought bound 
to Jeruſalem, having laid wait in the way to ill 


j him: but Feſtus, tho? ignorant of the plot, utterly 


refuſes it, but chooſes rather to go with them to 
Cæſarea, and judge him there; by this rub the 
bloody deſign i is fruſtrated, Acts xxv. 35 . 
Poſſidonius, in the life of Auguſtine, tells us, 
that the good father going to teach the People of a 
certain town, to#k à guide with him to ſhew him 
the way; the guide miſtook the uſual road, and ig- 


norantly fell into a bye- path, by which means he 


eſcaped ruin by the hands of the bloody Donatiſts, 


who, knowing his intention, way. laid him to kill 
him in the road. 


And as memorable and wonderful are thoſe rubs 


and diverſions which wicked men have met with in 
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the ſhackles of reſtraint are immediately clapt upon 


his very out ſet; and tho” that ſtopped him not, but 
he eſſayed every way to do them miſchief, yet he 
fill finds himſelf fettered by an effetual bond of 


thes out threatenitgs agent the church, and goes 
with a bloody commiſſion towards Damaſcus, to 


evil which is done to them in this world is ac- 


the Lord's people have been rewarded with full 
meaſure into their own boſoms! The Egyptian 


mand, and ſaved the male children of Ifrael; for 
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the way of perpetrating the evils conceived and in- 
tended in their own hearts. ' Laban and Efau eame 


againſt Jacob with miſchievons purpoſes, Gen. xxxi. 
24. but no ſooner are they come nigh to him, than 


them both, ſo that their hands cannot perform their 
enterprizes- Balaam runs greedily for reward to 
curſe Iſrael, but meets with un unexpected check at 


reſtraint that he ca he no way ſhake off, Num. xx1. 
25, 38. Saul, the h-Prieſt's blood-hound, brea- 


hale the poor flock of Chriſt to the ſlaughter ; but 

when he comes nigh to the place, he meets an un- ” 
expected ſtop in the way, by which the miſchief is Wl _ 
not only diverted, but himſelf converted to Chriſt, © 
Acts ix. I, 2, 3, 4 Who can but ſee the finger of Vik 
God in theſe things? Fr. ve 
Fifth Demand. If there be not an over-ruling his 
Providence ordering all things for the good of God's pe 
people, how comes it to paſs that the good and 4 


-cordingly repaid into the boſoms of thoſe that are | 


inſtrumental therein ? SU” 
1: How clear is it to every man's odfervation; Go 
that the kindneſſes and benefits any have done to I; 


midwives refuſed to obey Pharaoh's inhuman com- 


this the Lord dealt well with them, and built them 
houſes, Exod. i. 21. The Shunammite was hoſpi- 
table, and careful for Eliſha, and God recompenſec 
it with the deſirable enjoyment of @ ſon; 2 Kings, iv. 
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9.31 Rahab hid the Ipies, and was: 


nd _ from the common deſtruction ſor it, Heb. xi. 4 73 
awe ny Publius, the chief man of the iſland of Melita, 
= courteouſly received and lodged Paul aſter his ſhip- 
8 wreck-; the Lord ſpeedily — him for that kind- 
* * neſs, and healed his father, who lay ſiek at that 
e time of a bloody: flux and fever, Acts xxviii. 5, B. 
r In like manner we bnd the evils dane to Godie 
1 people have been A * A a retribution to 
an Pa their enemies. ae Fart 
1 Pharaoh and the Egyp ptahm were cruel. enemies 
oe" of to God's Iſrael, and yo. a the ruin of their poor 
122 innocent babes; but God repaid it, in ſmiting all 
Avent the firſt-born of Egypt in one night; Exod. xit- 19. 
nd goes Haman erected /a-/gallows fifty cubits high for 
ous, 'to good Mordecai ; but God fo ordered: it that himſelf 
15 but and his ten ſons were hanged or it. And indeed it 
Ae was but meet that he ſliould eat the fruit of that 
chief is tree which himſelf had planted, Eſther vii. 10. 
Chriſt, . Ahithophal plots againſt David, and gives council 
nger of Uke an Oracle how to-procure his fall; but that 
coding very council, like a ſurcharged gun, recoils upon 
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himſelf, and procures his ruin; for ſeeing: his good 
counct rejected, (good politically, not morally it 
was now ealy for him to gueſs at the iffue, and 10 
at his own * 2 Sam. Xvii. 3. 
Charles IX. moſt inhumanly made the very ca- 
nals of Paris to ſtream with Proteſtant blood, and 
toon after he died miſerably, bis 1 enn 
from all parts of his body. 
Stephen Gardiner, —4 burnt 10 many of God's 
car ſervants to aſhes, was" himſelf ſo ſcorched up 
by a terrible inflammation, that his very tongue was 
black, and hung WN of his mouth; and in dreadful 
torments ended his wretched. days. 
Maximinus, that cruel emperor, who ſet forth 
his proclamation engraver in braſs for the vecor 
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aboliſhing of the Chriſtian religion, was ſpeedily 
ſmitten, like | Herod, with a dreadful judgment, 
farms of lice preying upon his entrails, — caul. 
ing ſuch a ſtench that his phyſicians could not en- 
dure to come nigh him, and therefore were ſlain 
for reſuſing it. Hundreds of like inſtances might 
eaſily be produced to:confirm this obſervation. And 
who can but ſee by theſe things that « verily there- 
is x God that judgeth in the earth?” 
So exact have been the retributions of Providence 
to the enemies of the 'church, that not only the 
ſame perſons, but the ſame members that have been 
the inſtruments of miſchief, have been made the | 
invjotte of wrath, 
The ſame arm which Jeroboam ſtretehed out to 
nite the prophet. God ſmites. The emperor Aure- 
lian, when be was ready to ſubſcribe the edict for 
the/ perſecution of the Chriſtians, was ſuddenly 
cramped in the Knuckles that he could not write. 
Mr Greenhill, in his expoſition upon Exek. xi. 13. 
tells his auditory, that there was one then preſent 
in the congregation who was an eye-witneſs of a 
woman ſeoffing at another for purity and holy walk- 
ing, who had her tongue ſtricken immediately with 
the palſy, and died thereof within two days. | 
Henry II. of France, in a great rage againſt a 
Proteſtant counſelor, commited him into the hands 
of one of his nobles to be impriſoned, deelaring at 
the ſame time that he would ſee him burnt with his 
own eyes; but mark the righteous Providence of 
God: Within a few days after, the ſame nobleman, 
with a lance put into his hands by the king, did at 
a tilting match run the ſaid Jiangwinto one of his 
eyes, whereof he died. | 
Yea, Providence hath made the very place of 
_— the place of puniſhment : © In the place 
MIS licked the- blood of Naboth, ſhall dogs 
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kck thy blood,” 1 Kings xxi. 19. and it was en- 
actly fulfilled, 2 Kings ix. 26. Thus Tophet is 
made a burying-place for the Jews, till there was 
no room to bury; and that was the place where 
they had offered up their ſons to Moloch, Jer. vii, 
31. 32. The ſtory of Nightingale is generally 
known, which Mr Fox relates, how he fell out of 
W the pulpit, and brake his neck, whilſt he was abuſing 
chat ſcripture, 1 John i. 10. "123 OM 
= And thus the ſcriptures are made good by Pro- 
= vidence : © Whoſo diggeth a pit ſhall fall therein; 
and whoſo rolleth a ſtone, it ſhall return upon him, 
row. xxvi. 27. and © with what meaſure you mete, 
it ſhall be meaſured to you again,” Mat. vil. 2 
If any ſhall yet ſay, Theſe things may fall out 
caſually, that many thouſands of the enemies of the 
church have died in peace, and their'end been like 
other men; we anſwer with Auguſtine, if no ſin 
crc puniſhed here, no Providence would be be- 
licved ;. and if every fin ſhould be puniſhed here, 
vo judgment would be expected. But, that none 
ay think theſe events to be merely caſual and ac- 
dental, we ſhall inquire yet farther., | 
Sixth Demand. If theſe things he merely caſual, 
Wow 15 it that they ſquare and agree ſo exactly with 
i the ſcriptures in all particulars ? 
We read, Can two walk together except they 
e agreed? Amos iii. 3. If two men travel in one 
Toad, it is likely they are agreed to go to the ſame 
Wplacc. Providences and ſcriptures go all one way; 
| and if they ſeem at any time to go contrary ways, 
de ſure they will meet at the journey's end. 
= Doth God miraculouſly ſuſpend. the power of na- 
tural cauſes, as was at firſt demanded? This is no 
accidental thing, but what harmonizes with the 
word: * When thou paſſeſt through the waters, T 
wl be with thee ; and through the rivers, they 
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way of man is not in himſelf, neither is it in him 


flame kindle upon thee,” Ifatah xliii. 2. 


need ſhall require. 


hall nat overflow thee. When thou walkeſt thief 
the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the 


Do natural cauſes unite and aflociate themſelves 
for, the good of God's people? This is no more 
than what is contained in the promiſes, and is but 
the fulſfilling of that ſeripture, all is your”s; for 
ye are Chriſt's,” 1 Cor. iii. 22. i. e. the uſe, benefit, 
and ſervice of all the creatures 1s for you, as Four 


Are the; moſt apt and poweefol means e loyed 
for their ruin fruſtrated ? Who can but ſee the 
ſeri ripturęs fulfilled in, and expounded by ſuch Provi- 
—4 See Iſaiah xlv. 15, 16, 17. and Iſa. vii. 8 
9, 10, expounded by 2 Kings xviii. 17, &6. 
Sce you at any time a rub of Providence divert- 
ing the couple of good men from falling into evil, 
or wicked men from committing evil? How loudly 
do ſuch Providences proclaim the truth and cer- 
tainty of the ſcriptures, which tell us, „that the 


that walks to direct his ſteps,” Jer. x. 23. and that 
% man's heart deviſeth his way, but the Lord di- 
recteth his ſteps,” Prov. xvi. 9. _ 

Do you ſee adequate retributions made 70 thoſ 
that injure or befriend the people of God When 
you ſee all the kindneſs and love they have ſhern 
the ſaints returned with an overplus into their own 
boſoms, how is it poſſible but you muſt ſee the ac- 
eompliſhment of theſe ſcriptures in ſuch Providene- 
es? „The liberal ſoul deviſeth liberal things, and 
by liberal things he ſhall ſtand, ” Tfaiah xxxii. 8. 
and 2. Cor. ix. 6. 

And when you fee the evils men have done, or 
intended to do, to the Lord's people, recoiling up- 
on themſelves, he is perſectly blind that ſees not the 
W ſuch Providences bear with theſe ſerip⸗ 
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tures, Pſalm exl. 11, 12. Pſalm vil. 14, 15, 16. 


Pſalm ix. 16. "0 | 
O what exact proportions do Providences and 
ſeriptures hold! Little do men take notice of it. 
Why did Cyrus, - contrary to all rules of ſtate · po- 
hey, freely diſmiſs the captives.? Was it not to 
fulfil the feripture ? Iſaiah xlv. 13. So that it was 
well obſerved by one, That as God hath ſtretched 
out the firmament over the natural, ſo he hath 
ſtretched out his word over the rational world; 
and as the creatures on earth are influenced by 
thoſe heavenly bodies, fo are all creatures in the 
world influenced by the word, and do infallibly fuk 
fil it when they deſign to eroſs it. e 
Seventh Demand. If theſe things be contingent, 
how is it that they fall out in ſuch remarkably apt 
junctures of time, which makes them ſo greatly ob- 
ſervable to all that conſider them? * 
We find a multitude of Providenees ſo timed to 
a minute, that, had they fallen out never ſo little 
ſooner or later, they had ſignified but little in eom- 
pariſon of what they now do. _ Certainly it qannot 


be caſuality, but council, that ſo exaMy nicks the 


opportunity. Contingencics keep no rules. 
How remarkable to this purpoſe was the tidings 


brought to Saul that the Philiſtmes had invaded the 


land, juſt as he was ready to graſp the prey! r 
Sam. xXlll. 27. The angel calls to Abraham, and 

ſhews him another ſacrikce, juſt when his hand was 
giving the fatal ſtroke to Iſaac, Gen. xxii. 10 11, 
A well of water is dijcovered to Hagar juſt when 
the had leſt the child, as not able to ſce its death, 
Gen. xxi. 16. 19. Rabſhakeh meets with a blaſt- 
ing Providence, hears a rumour that ſruſtrated his 
deſign, juſt when ready to give the ſhock againſt 
Jeruſalem, Ifaiah xxvii. 7, 8. So when Haman's © 
plot againſt the Jews W ripe, and all things ready 
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tor execution, on that night could not the king 
ſleep,” Eſther vi. 1. When the horns are ready to 
gore Judah, immediately carpenters are prepared to 
tray them away, Zech. 1, 18, 19, 20, 21. How 
remarkable was the relief of Rochel by a ſhoal of 
fiſh that came into the harbour when they were 
ready to perith with hunger, ſuch as they never 
obſerved either before or after that time. Mr Dod 
could not go to bed one night, but feels a ſtrong 
impulſe to viſit (tho? unſeaſonably) a neighbouring 
' gentleman, and juſt as he came he meets him at 


his door, with a halter in his pocket, juſt going to WF 
hang himſelf, Dr. Tate and his wife, in the Iriſh i 


rebellion, flying through the woods with a ſucking 
child, which was juſt ready to expire; the mother, 
going to reſt it upon a rock, puts her hand upon a 
bottle of warm milk, by which it was preſerved. A 
good woman, from whoſe mouth I received it, be- 
mg driven to a great extremity, all ſupplies failing, 
was exccedingly plunged into unbelieving doubts 
and ſears, not ſeeing whence {upplies ſhould come ; 
when lo! in the nick of time, turning ſome things 
in a cheſt, ſhe unexpectedly lights upon a piece of 
gold, which ſupplied her preſent wants till God 
opened another door of ſupply. If theſe things fall 
out caſually, how 1s 1t that they obſerve the very 
juncture of time fo exactly? This is become pro- 
verbial in ſcripture. © In the mount of the Lord 
it ſhall be ſcen,” Gen. xxii. 14. | | 

Eighth Demand. Lafily, were theſe things caſual 
and contingent, how can it be that they thould fall 
out ſo immediately upon, and conſonantly to the 
prayers oſ the faints ! So that in many Providenc- 
es they are able to diſcern a very clear anſwer to 
their prayers, and are ſure they have the petitions 
they aiked of him, 1 John v. 15. | 
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Thus when the ſea divided itſelf, juſt upon Ifrael's 


_—_— cry to heaven, Exod, xiv. 10. When ſo ſignal a 
ated 9 0 victory is given to Aſa, immediately upon that pa- 
e thetical cry to heaven, Help us, O Lord our 


God!“ 2 Chron. xiv. 11, 12. When Ahithophel 
ſhall go and hang himſelf juſt upon that prayer of 
diſtreſſed David, 2 Sam. xv. 31. When Haman 
ball fall, and his plot be broken, juſt upon the ſaſt 


moal of 


ey were 
2y never 


EY W:cpt by. Mordecai and Either, Eſth. iv. 16. Speed, 

bow? Win his Hittory of Britain, tell us that Richard I. 

1 3 eſieged a caſtle with his army; they offered to 
at 


Wurrcnder, if he would ſave their lives; he reſuſes, 


IE, 110 ad threatens to hang them all. Upon this an 
| rbalaſter charged his bow with a ſquare arrow, 


. A making firſt his prayer to God that he would di- 
| a et the ſhot, and deliver the innocent from oppreſ- 
8. A jon: it ſtruck the king himſelf, whereof he died, 


Ml they were delivered. Abraham's ſervant pray- 


y _ , for ſucceſs, and ſee how it was anſwered, Gen. 
. 3 ri. 45. Peter was caſt into priſon, and prayer 
| come : W'** made for him by the church, and ſee the event, 


Nele x1. 5, 6, 7. 12. I could eaſily add to theſe 


1 oy 1 he wonderful examples oſ the return of prayers 
: " Gol hich was obſerved in Luther, and Dr. Winter in 
ings fall reland, and many more; but I judge it needleſs, 


decauſe moſt Chriſtians have a ſtock of experience 
f their own, and are well aſſured that many of the 
rovidences that befal them are, and can be no o- 
ber than the return of their prayers. | 

And now who can be diffatisfied in this point that 
iſcly conſiders theſe things? Muſt we not can- 
lude that © he withdraweth not his eye from the 
5 ightecus? Job xxxvi. 7. and that © the eyes f 
y be Lord run to and fro through the whole earth 
wer to o ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them whoſe 
ekitions cart is perſect towards him?” 2 Chron. xvi. 
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Having proved that the concernments of the al 
ſaints in this world are certainly conducted by the u 
wiſdom and care of ſpeciat Providence, my next p! 
work is to ſhew/you in what affairs and concerns 1 * 
of theirs the Providence of God doth more efpecial- n 
ty appear, or what are the moſt remarkable per: it 
formances of Providence for them in this world. ; * 
And here I am not led directly by my text to „. 
ipeak of the moſt internal and fpiritual perform. 0 
ances of Providence, immediately relating to the 3 
ſouls of his people, (though they all relate to their m 
fouls mediately and eventually) but of the more It 
viſible and external performances of Providence for as 
them. And it is not to be ſuppoſed that I ſhould WF v1 
touch all theſe neither; they are more than the be 
lands: but that which J aim at is to diſcourſe with ha. 
you on ſome more {ſpecial and more obſervable per- ha; 
ſormances of Providence for you. And we ſhal wo 
degin with vi, 
of 

THE FIRST PERFOMANCE OF PROVIDENCE. of 

I. Let us conſider how well Providence hath per . 
farmed the firſt work that it ever did for us in ou! 7 
formation and protection in the womb. Certainly 1 
this is a very glorious and admirable performance; . 


it is that which the Pſalmiſt * . My ſubs 
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THE MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE. . 
flatice was not hid from thee when I was made in 
ſecret, and curioully wrought in the lower parts of 
the earth,” Pf. cxxxix. 15. The womb is ſo called 
upon this account, becauſe as curious artiſts, when 
they have ſome choice piece in hand, perfc& it in 
private, and then bring it to the light tor all to gaze 
at, even ſo it was here. Two things are admirable 
in this performance of Providence for us. Fn 

1. The rare ſtructure and excellent compoſition: 
of the body: I am wonderfully made.” The word 
ruchampti is very full. The vulgar renders it, 
painted as with a needle, i. e. richly embroidered 
with nerves and veins. Oh! the curious work. 
manſhip that is in that one part, the eye! How hath 
it forced ſome to acknowledge a God upon the exa- 
mination of it! Providence, when it went about this 
work, had its model or pattern before it, according 


to which it molded every part, as it is in verſe 16. 


In thy book were all my members written.“ Haſt 
thou an integral perfection and fulneſs of members? 
It is becauſe he wrote them all in his book, or limn- 
ed out thy body according to that exact model 
which he drew of thee in his own gracious purpoſe 
before thou hadſt a being. Had an cye, an'car; a 
hand, a foot, been wanting in the platform, thou 
hadſt now been ſadly ſenſible of the: deſect; this 
world had been a dungeon to thee without thoſe 
windows thou hadſt lived, as many do, an object 
of pity to others. If thou haſt low thoughts of 
this mercy, aſk the blind, the deaf, the lame, and 
the dumb, the value of thoſe: mercies, and they will 
tell thee. There is a world of coſt beſtowed upon 
thy very body x. Thou mighteſt have been caſt 


D 3 


* Th, | NIN * 
. 8 are ſome members that are radical, as 
& uver, heart, and brain; in theſe are placed 


17 


** 
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I remember Luther tells us of two Cardinals rid- 
ing in great Pomp to the council ef Conſtance, and 
by the way they heard a man in the fields bitterly 
weeping and wailing. When they came. to him, 
they found bim intently viewing an ugly toad ; and 
aſking him why he wept ſo bitterly, be told them 
his heart was melted with this conſideration : That 
God had not made him ſuch a loathſome and de- 
formed creature. This is what I love to weep at, 


duid he: whereupon one of them replied, The un- 


learned will riſe and take heaven, — ue with all 


man is. Galen gave Epicurus an hundred years 
time to imagine a more commodious configuration 
or compoſition. of any one member of the human 
body; and. if all the angels had ſtudied to this day 
they could not. have caſt the body of man into a 
more curious mold. 

2% And yet all this is. but the enamelling of the 
caſe, or poliſhing the. caſket, wherein. the rare jewel 
lies. Providence. hath not only built the houſe, 
but brought the inhabitant (I mean the N into 
the poſſeſſion of it. A glorious piece it is l. it bears 
the image af God upon it, being all in all, and all 
in every part. How noble are its ſaculties and ak 


2 8 


* ** 
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the natural, vital; and animal ſpirits; theſe ſpirits 
are carried by the veins, arterics; and nerves.. The 
veins: carry the natural ſpirits from the liver; the 
arteries, the vital ſpirits fromthe heart; the nerves, 
the animal ſpirits from. the brain. Other members 
"are official, as the hands and feet: the ſuperier 
rule the inferior, and the inferior. ſupport the ſu- 
perior. In wiſdom haſt thou made them. all.“ 


1 


into another mold, and created a worm or a touck 


our learning ſhall / be caft into Hell. No part of 
the common tamp was ſo figured and poliſhed as 
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Tux MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE. 
fectionis! How nimble, various, and indefatigable* 
are its motions! How comprehenſive is its eapacity? 
It is a companion for angels ; nay, capable of = 
ſpouſals to Chriſt, and eternal communion w 
God. It is the wonder of earth, and the envy of hell. 
Suppoſe now, (and why ſhould you not ſuppoſe 
what you ſo frequently behold in the world ) chat 
Providence had ſo permitted and ordered it that thy 
ſoul had entered into thy body with one or two of 
its facultics wounded and defeQive ? Suppole its 
underſtanding had been eracked ; what a miſerable 
life hadſt thou lived in this world? neither capable 
of ſervice nor comfort. And truly when 1 have 
eonſidered thoſe works of Providence in bringing 


into the world, in all countries and ages, ſuch ſpeo- 


tacles of pity ; ſome. deprived. of the uſe of reaſon, 
and differing from: beaſts. in little more than {ſhape 
and figure; and ethers, though found in their un- 
derſtandings, yet deformed or defective in their bo- 
dies, monſtrous, miſ- ſhapen, and ldathſome crea- - 
tures ; I ean reſolve the deſign of this Providence 
into nothing beſide a demonſtration of his ſovereign 
power; except they be deſigned as foils to ſet off 
the beauty of other rare and exquiſite pieces, and 
intended to ſtand before your eyes as monitors of 
God's mercy to you, that your hearts, as oft as you 
behold them, might be melted into thankfulneſs for 
diſtinguiſhing favour to you. | 

Look then, but not proudly, upon thy outſide 


and inſide ; fee and admire what Providence hath: 


dane for thee, and how well it. hath performed the 
firſt ſervice that ever it did for thee in this world! 
And yet this was not all it did for thee before thou 
ſaweſt this world: it preſerved as well as formed 
thee in the womb, elſe thou hadſt been as thoſe 
embryos that never ſaw the light, Job. iii. 11, 12. 
Abortives go for nothing in the world, and there. 


"= 
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are multitudes of them; ſome that never had « 
reaſonable ſoul breathed into them, but only the 
rudiments and rough draught of body ; theſe come 
not into the account of men, but periſh like the 
beaſts, Others. die in, or ſhortly after they come 
out of the womb, and tho? their life was but for a 
moment, yet that moment entails an eternity upon 
them. Had this been your caſe, as it is the caſe 
of milkons, yet then (ſuppoſing your ſalvation) you 
had been utterly unſerviceable to God in the world; 
none had been the better for you, nor you the det. 
ter for any in the world; you had been utterly in- 


capable of all that god which throughout your 


life you have either done to others or received from 
others. 
Ife conſider the nature of that obſcure life we 
lived in the womb, how ſmall an accident (had Pro- 
vidence permitted it) would have extinguiſnied our 
liſe, like a bird in the ſhell! We cannot therefore 
but admire the tender care of Providence over us, 
and ſay, Thou haſt covered me in my mother's 
womb,” Pf. cxxxix. 13. and not only ſo, but « Thou 
art he that took me out of my mother's womb,” 
Pf. xx11. 9. He preſerved thee there to the. fulneſs 
of time, and, when that time was come, _ 
. thee ſafely throꝰ manifold hazards into that place in 
the world which he eſpied for thee from eternity; 
which leads us to the lecond perſormance. | 


THE SECOND PERFORMANCE OF PROVIDENCE: 


H. The fecond great performance of Providence 
for the people of God reſpects the time and place 
in which it ordered their nativity to fall. And truly 
this is no ſmall concernment to every one of us, 


but of vaſt conſequence, either to our good or evih 
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though it be little minded by moſt men. I am per- 


fuaded that the thoughts of few Chriſtians penetrate 
deep enough into this Providence, but ſlide ton 


ſlightly and ſuperficially over an abyſs of much | 


mercy, rich and manifold mercy, wrapt up in this 
cious performance of Providence for them. 


into what part of the world the womb of nature had 


eaſt you out ? Is there no odds upon what ſpot of 


Ah friends ! can you think it an indifferent thing 


the creation, or in what age of the world your lot 
had fallen? It may be you have not ſeriouſſy be- 


thought yourſelves about this matter. And be- 


cauſe this point is fo feldom touched, I will there- 
fore dive a little more particularly and diſtinaly 


into it, and endeavour to warm your affections with 
a repreſentation of the many and rich benefits you 
owe to this one performanee of Providence for you. 


And we will conſider it under a double reſpe& | 


or relation, as it reſpects your preſent comfort in 
this world, and as it relates to your eternal hap- 
pineſs in the world to come. | 

1. This performance of Providence for you doth 
very much eoncern your preſent comfort in this 
world. All the rooms in this great houſe are not 
alike pleaſant and commodious for the inhabitants 


of it. You read of © the dark places of the earth, 
which are full of the habitations of cruelty,” Pf, 


Isxiv. 20. and many ſuch diſmal places are found 
in the habitable. earth. What a vaſt tract of the 


world lies as a waſte wilderneſs ! : 


Suppoſe your mothers had brought you forth in 


merica, among the ſavage Indians, who heard to- 
gether as brute beaſts ; are ſcorehed with heat, and 


ſtarved with cold, being naked, deſtitute and de- 


fenceleſs. How poor, miſerable, and unprovided 
of carthly comforts and accommodations are many 


millions of the inhabitants of this world ! What 


p 
_ 1 
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wr  mercies do vou enjoy in reſpect to the amenity, 
ſertility, temperature and civility of the place of 
Four habitation! What is it but a garden ine loſed 
out of a wilderneſs? I may ſay, without partiality 
or vanity, God hath (even upon temporal accounts) 
2 provided. you with one of the healthfulleſt, plea. 
ſanteſt, and, in all reſpects, the beſt-furniſhed room 
in all the great houſe. of this world. Hear what 
our own chronicler, Speed, ſaith of it: It is the 
fortunate iſland, the paradiſe of pleaſure, the garden 
of God; whoſe vallies are like Eden, whoſe hills 
are as Lebapon, whoſe ſprings are as Piſgah, whoſe 
rivers are as Jordan, whoſe wall is the acean, and 

e defence is the Lord Jehovah. 

Vou are here provided of neceflary and comfort- 
able accommodations for your bodies that a great 
part of the world are unacquaintedwith. It is not 
with the pooreſt among us, as it is ſaid to be with 
the poor Ruſhans, whoſe poverty pinches and bites 
with ſuch ſharp teeth that their poor cry at the 
doors, Give me, and cut me; ; give me, and kill 
me. 70 

Say not chat the barbarous nations in this excel 
you ; that they poſſeſs the mines of ſilver and gold, 
which it may be you think enough to ſalve ail o- 
ther inconveniencies of life. Alas, poor creatures! 

better it had been for them if their country had 
brought forth briars and thorns inſtead of gold, 
ſilver, and precious ſtones ; for this hath been the 
occaſion of ruining all their other comforts in this 
world ; this have invited their cruel, avaricious 
enemies amongſt them, under whoſe ſervitude they 
oan and die without mercy : and thouſands of 
them have choſen death rather than life, on the 
terms they enjoyed it. And why might not your 
lot have fallen there as well as where it is ? Are 
not they made of the ſame clay, and endowed with 
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nn , 

e as good a nature as yourſelf? O what a diſtinction 
cloſed hath Divine Mercy made, where nature made none? 

tiality Conſider, ungrateſul man, thou mighteſt have fal- 

ounts) len into ſome of thoſe regions where a tainted air 
; plea» frequently cloys the jaws of death, where the in- 


room habitants differ very little from the beaſts in the 


what manner of their living: but God hath provided for 
is the thee, and given the pooreſt among us ſar better ac- 
zarden commodations of life than the greateſt among them 


Warc ordinarily provided with. O what hath Pro- 
vidence done for you! 

But all that I have faid is very inconſiderable in 
Wcompariſon with the ſpiritual mercies and advan- 
Wages you here enjoy for your ſouls. Oh! this is 
great uch an advantageous caſt of Providence for you as 

is not Miobliges you to a thankful acknowledgment of it to 
e with il pll eternity ! For let us here make but a ſew ſup- 
4 bites | poſitions in the caſe before us, and the glory of Pro- 

at the idence will ſhine like a fun-beam full in your faces. 


e hills 
whoſe 
n, and 


mfort- 


ad kill (..) Suppoſe it had been your lot to have fallen 

n any of thoſe vaſt continents poſſeſſed by Pagans 
excel ind Heathens at this day, who bow down to the 
1 gold, tock of a tree, and worſhip the hoſt oſheaven. This 
all o- the caſe of millions, and millions of millions; for 
atures! gon idolaters (as the ſearching ſcholar Mr Brier- 
ry had ood informs us in his Inquiries) do not only fill 
F gold, he circumference of nine hundred miles in Europe, 
zen the put almoſt the one half of Africa, more than the 


alf of Aſia, and almoſt the whole of America. 
Oh! how deplorable had thy caſe been if a Pagan 
| dolatreſs had brought thee forth, aud idolatry had 


in this 
ricious 


le they 


ands of een fucked in with thy mother's milk! Then, in 
on the Il probability, thou hadſt been at this day worſhip- 
ot your ng devils, and poſting with full ſpeed in the direct 
7 Are ad to damnation. For theſe are the people of 


od's wrath : „Pour out thy fury upon the Hea- 


ed with WR. 
en that know thee not, and upon the families that 
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call not upon thy name,” Jer. x. 25. How dreadful t 
is that imprecation againſt them, which takes hold t 
ol them and all that is theirs ! * Confounded be all d 
they that ſerve graven images, that boaſt them. {i 
. ſelves of idols, Pf. xcvii. 7. | 
©... (2+) Or ſuppoſe your lot had fallen among Maho- i 
metans, who, next to Pagans, ſpread over the grea- h 
teſt tract of the earth; for though Arabia bred that c] 
unclean bird, yet it was not that cage that could g 
long contain him; for not only the Arabians, but 2 
the Perſians, Turks, and Tartars, do all bow down 
their backs under that grand impoſtor. This poiſon WW ri 
hath diſperſed itſelf thro? the veins of Aſia, over a hn 
great part of Africa, even the circumference of Wd: 
{even thouſand miles, and ſtops not there, but hath as 
tainted a conſiderable part of Europe alſo. hi 
Had your lot fallen here, O what unhappy men 
and women had you been, notwithſtanding the na- do 
tural amcenity and pleaſantneſs of your native ſoil! of 
You had then adored a grand impoſtor, and died in ph 
a fool's paradiſe, Inſtead of God's lively oracles, de] 
you had Veen, as they now are, deceived to your wo 
eternal ruin with ſuch fond, mad, and wild dreams; ed 
for whomſocver conſiders, would think that the wh 
authors had more need of manacles and fetters ria 
than arguments or ſober anſwers. | ( 
(.) Or if neither of theſe had been you lot, but miſ 
you had been emptied by the womb of nature into hur 
this little ſpot of the earth which is chriſtianized by Pro 
profeſſion, but nevertheleſs for the moſt part over- to | 
run by Poptth idolatry and Antichriſtian deluſions; blod 
what unhappy men and women had you been, hal WW citi 
you ſucked a Popiſh breaſt ! For this people are e tic 
be the ſubjects of the vials of God's wrath to be B 
poured out ſucceſſively upon them, as you may read, to. 
Rev. xvi. and the ſcriptures in round and plail lag 


language tell what their fate mult be: And lor tor. 
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THE MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE: , 3 
this cauſe God: ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that 
they ſhall believe a lye, that they all might be 
damned who believe not the truth, but had plea- 
ſure in unrighteouſneſs, 2 Theſſ. ii. 11, Ia, 

Nay, you might have fallen into the ſame land 
in which your habitation now is, and yet have 
had no advantage by it as to ſalvations, if he that 
choſe the bounds of your habitations had not alſo 
1333 determined the times for you, Acts xvii. 
26. or, of Feat 4 fag 

(4.) Suppoſe your lot had fallen where it is du- 


ring the Pagan ſtate of England, who for many 


hundred years were groſs and vile idolaters Thick 
darkneſs overſpread the people of this iſland, and, 
as in other countries, the devil was worſhipped, and, 
his lying oracles zealouſly attended upon. 't, 
The ſhaking of the top of Jupiter's oak in Do- 
dona ; the caldron ſmitten with the rod in the hand 
of Jupiter's image, the laurel and fountain in Da- 
phne ; theſe were the ordinances. on which the poor 
deluded wretches waited. So in this nation they 
worſhipped idols alſo; the ſun and moon were*ador- 
ed for gods, with many other abominable idols 
which our anceſtors worſhipped, and whoſe memo- 
ntals are not to this day quite obliterated among us. 
(5-) Or ſuppoſe our lot had fallen in thoſe later 
miſerable days, in which Queen Mary ſent ſo many 
hundreds to heaven in a fiery chariot, and the poor 
Proteſtants ſkulked up and down in holes and woods 
to preſerve them from Popiſh Inquiſitors, who, like 
blood-hounds, hunted up and down thro” all the 
cities, towns, and villages of the nation to ſeek out 
the poor ſheep of Chriſt for a prey. Ty 
But ſuch hath been the ſpecial care of Providence 
towards us, that our turn to be brought upon the 
age of this world was graciouſly reſerved for bet- 
ter days? ſe that if we had our own option we 


* 


= could not have choſen for ourſelves as Providence 
hath. We are not only furniſhed: with the beſt 
room in this great houſe, but, before we were put 
into it, it was ſwept with the beſom of national re- 
formation. from idolatry, yea, and waſhed by the 
blood of martyrs from Popiſh filthineſs, and adorn- 
ed with goſpel-lights, thaning in as great luſtre in 
our days as ever they did ſince the apoſtles” days. 
You might have been born in England for many 
and not have found a Chriſtian in it; and, 
fince Chriſtianity was here owned; not have met 2 
Proteſtant in it. O what an obligation hath Pro- 
vidence laid you under by ſuch a merciful perform. 
ance as this for you ! „ — 
If you ſay, All this indeed is true, but what is 
this to eternal ſalvation ; do not multitudes that 
enjoy theſe privileges eternally periſh notwithſtand- 
ing them? yea, and periſh with an aggravation of 
fin and miſery beyond other finners ? | t 
True, they do ſo; and it is of very ſad confider- 
ation that it ſhould be ſo ; but yet we carmot deny 
this to be a very choice and ſingular mercy, to be 
born in fach a land, and at ſuch a time : for let us 
conſider what helps for ſalvation men here enjoy 
beyond what they could enjoy had their lot fallen 
according to the fore - mentioned ſuppoſitions. 
(.) Here we enjoy the ordinary means of ſalva- 
tion; which elſewhere men are denied and cut off 
from; ſo that if any among the Heathens be ſaved. 
and brought to Chriſt, it muſt be in ſome mira- 
culous or extraordinary way; for © how ſhall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard, and 
how ſhall they hear without a preacher ?“ Rom. x. 
14. Alas! were there a defire awakened in any 
of their hearts after a goſpel-diſcovery of ſalvation, 
(which ordinarily is not, nor can be rationally ſup» 
poſed) yet, poor creatures, they might travel from 
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ſea to ſea to Hear the word, and not find it; where - 
as you enn hardly mifs the opportunities of hear- 
ing the gofpel; fermons meet you frequently, ſo 
that you can ſcuvecly ſhun or avoid the ordinances 


and inſtruments of your ſalvation. And is this no- 
thing? Chriſt even forces himſelf upon us. : 

(2+) Here, in this age ef the world, the common 
prejudices againſt Chriſtianity are removed by the 
advantage it hath of a public profeſſion among the 
people, and protection by the laws of the country: 


whereas, were your habitation among Jews, Maho- 


metans, or Heathen idolaters, you would find Chriſt 
and Chriſtianity the common odium of the country, 
every one defying and deriding both name and 
thing; and ſuch yourſelves likely had been, if your 
birth and education had been among them; for you 
may obſerve, that whatever is traditionally deliver- 
ed down from father to ſon, every one is fond of, 
and zealous in its defence. The Jews, Heathens, 
and Mahometans, are at this day ſo tenacious of 
their errors, that with ſpitting, hiſhng, and clap- 
ping of hands, and all other ſigns of indignation 
and abhorrenee, they chaſe away all others from 
among them. | Tann 

Is it not then a ſpeeial mercy to you to be caſt 
into ſuch a country and age, where (as a learned 
divine obſerves) the true religion hath the ſame ad- 
vantages over e falſe one as in other countries 
they have over it? Here you have the preſence of 
preeious means, and the abſence of ſonl-deftroying 


prejudices-—two ſignal mercics. 

(3-) Here, in this age of the world, Chriſtianity 
beſpeaks you as ſoon as you are capable of any 
ſenſe, or impreſſions of religion upon you, and fo 
by an happy anticipation blocks up the paſſages by 
which a falſe religion would elſe certainly enter. 
Here you ſuck in the E and principles of 

2 
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Chriſtianity, even with the mother's milk. And 


. certainly ſuch a prepoſſeſſion is a choice advantage. 
Train up a child in the way he ſhall go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from wg" Prov. 
XX11. 6. 

(a.) Here you have, or may have, the help and 
aſſiſtance of Chriſtians to direct your way, reſolve 
your doubts, ſupport your burthens, and help you 
thro? thoſe ditficultics that attend the new birth. 
Alas! if a poor ſoul had any beginn ings or faint 
, workings, and ſtirrings after Chriſt and true religion 
in many other. countries, the hand of every man 
would preſently be againſt him, and none would be - 
found to relieve, affiſt, or encourage, as. you may 
| fee in that example of Galeacius; the neareſt rela- 
tions would, in that caſe, prove the greateſt ene- 
mies, the country would quickly hoot at him as a 
monſter, and cry, Away with the Heretick to che 
priſon or ſtake... i aGoin>s bin 
Whether theſc eventually prove bleſſings to your 
Touls or no, certain I am, that in themſelves they 
are ſingular mercies, and helps to ſalvation, that 
are denied to millions beſides you, So that if Plato, 
when he was near his death, could bleſs God for 
three things, viz. That he, was a man, and not a 
beaft ; that he was born in Greece; and brought 
up in the time of Socrates ; much more cauſe have 
you to admire Providence that you are men and not 
deaſts ; that you were born in England ; and 
brought up in goſpel-days here. This is a land the 
Lord hath eſpied for you, as the expreſſion is, Ezek. 
xx. 6. and concerning it you have abundant cauſe 
to ſay, as in another caſe the Pſalmiſt doth, „the 
Jines are fallen to me in 214 A places, and. I have 
a goodly * xvi. 6 
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THE THIRD PERFOMANCE OF PROVIDENCE» 


III. The next obſervable performance of Provi- 
dence which muſt be heedfully adverted to and 
weighed, is the defignation of the ſtock and family 
out of which we ſhould ſpring and rife, And truly 
this is of ſpecial conſideration both as to our tem- 
poral and eternal good: for whether the families in 
which we grew up were great or ſmall in Ifracl ; 

rhether our parents were of a higher or lower claſs 
if they were ſuch as fear- 


care to educate you religiouſly, and trained you up 
jn the nurture and admonition of the Lord,” you 
are bound to reckon it among your chief mercies 
that you ſprung from the loins of ſuch parents, be- 
cauſe from this ſpring a double ſtream of mercy 
riſes to you. 

(1.) Temporal and external mercies to your” 
outward man. You cannot but know, that as godli- 


neſs entails a bleſſing, fo wickedneſs and unrighite- 


ouſneſs a curſe upon poſterity: an inftance of the 


former you have in Gen. xvii.- 18. 20. On the con- 


trary, you have the threatning, Zech. v. 4. and 
paſſage : © The curſe of the 
Lord is in the houſe of the wicked, but he bleſſeth 
the habitation of the juſt,” Prov. iii, 33. True it is, 
that both theſe imply the children treading in the 
ſteps of their parents, acccording to Ezck. xviii. 
but how frequently is it ſeen that witked men breed 
their children vainly and wickedly ? ſo that, as it 
is ſaid of Abijam, © he walked in all the fins of his 


father, which he had done before him;” 1 Kings 
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to generation. To cſcape this courſe is a choice 


Providence. 

(2.) But eſpecially take notice what a ſtream of 
ſpiritual bfefſings and mercies flows from this Pro- 
vidence to the inner man. Oh! it is no common 
mercy to deſcend from pious parents |. ſome of us 
do not only owe our natural life to them, as inſtru 
ments of our beings, but our ſpiritual and eternal 
| life alſo. It was no ſmall mercy to Timothy to be 
deſcended from ſuch progenitors, 2. Tim. i. 5. nor 
to Auguſtine that he had. ſuch a mother as Monica, 
who planted i in his mind the precepts: of life with 
her words, watered them with her tears, and nour- 
_ iſhed them with her example. We will a little 
more particularly inſpe& his mercy, and, in ſo do- 

ing, we ſhall find manifold mercies contained i in it. 

(I.) What a mercy was it. to us to have parents 
that prayed for us before they had us, as well as in Wi 
our infancy, when we could not pray for ourſelves! | 
Thus did Abraham, Gen. xv. 2, and Hannah 1 
Sam. i. IO, II. and ſome here likely are the fruits 
and returns of their Parents? prayers. This was 
that holy courſe they continued all: their days for 
' you, carrying all your concerns, eſpecially your e- 
ternal one, before the Lord with their own, and 
Pouring out their ſouls to God ſo affectionately for 
you, when their eye-ſtrings and heart- rings were 
breaking. Oh! put a value upon ſuch mercies, for 
they are precious! It is a greater mercy. to deſcend 
from praying parents than from the loins of nobles, 
See Job's pious practice, Job i. 5. 

(2.) What a ſpecial mercy was it to us to have 
' the excreſcencies of corruption nipped in the bud 
by their pious and careful diſcipline; We now un- 
derſtand what a critical and dangerous ſeaſon youth 
is, the wonderful proclivity of that age to every 
thing that is evil. Why elſe are they called youth» 
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« wherewith ſhall a young man cleanſe his way? 
it is plainly enough implied in the very queſtion 
that the way he takes heth through the pollutions 
of the world in his youth, Pf. exix. 9. When you 
find a David praying that God would © not remem- 
ber the fins of his youth,” Pf. xxv 7. and a Job 
bitterly complaining that God “ made him to poſ- 
ſeſs the ſins of his youth, Job xiii. 26. ſure you 
cannot but reflect, with. a very thankful heart, up- 
on thoſe happy means by which the corruption of 
your nature was happily prevented or reſtrained in 
our youth. 4 1 | 


(3.) And how great a mercy was it that we had 


parents who carefully inſtilled the good knowledge 


of God into our ſouls jm our tender years? How 
careful was Abraham of this duty? Gen. xviil. 19. 
And David, 1 Chron. xxvili..g.. We have ſome of 
us had parents who might ſay to us, as the apoſtle, 
« my little children, of whom. I travail again in 
birth till Chriſt be formed in you,” Gal. iv. 19. As 


in us when they had us; ſo they could not endure 
to think that, when they could have us no more, 
the devil ſhould... As they thought no pains, care, 
or coſt, too much for our bodies to feed them, cloath 
and heal them; ſo did they think no prayers, coun- 
eils, or tears, too much for our ſouls. that they 
might be ſaved. They knew a parting time would 
come betwixt them and us, and therefore ſtrove to 
make it as eaſy and comfortable to them as they 
could, by leaving us in Chriſt, and within the blefſ- 
ed bond of his covenant. 

They were not glad that we had health. and in- 
different whether we had grace. - 

They as ſenſibly felt the miſeries of our ſouls as 


of our bodies; and nothing was more defirable te 


ſul luſts? 2 Tim. ii. 22, When David aſketh, , FE 


| pvr conbber; on, 
them than that they might ſay in the great dry 


Lord, hear am I, and the children which thou hal 
given me. 


parents that went before us as patterns of holineſs, 
and beat the path to heaven for us by their ex. 
? Who could ſay to us, © what things yr 
have heard and ſcen in me, that do, “ Phil. iv. 9.9 
and be ye followers of us, . *Y 
1 Cor. xi. 1. The parent's life is the child's 
Oh! it is no common mercy to have all a fair copy | 
Tet before us, eſpecially in the moulding age! We 
ſaw what they did; as well as heard jt they ſaid. 
It was Abraham's commendation that ** 2 com- 
- manded his children, and his houfhold er him, to 
keep the way of the Lord;” and ſuch mercies fom: | 
of us have had alſo. 4 
Ah! my friends, let ue beg of you to ſet ſpecial i 
yemarks upon this Providence, which is ſo graciouſſy Wl 


your condition with others, and ſcrioully bethink 8 | 
yourſelves, 


godly parents, who teach them to curſe and ſwer 
us ſoon as they can ſpeak! Many families there arc 
wherein little other language is heard but what is 
the diate& of hell. Theſe, like the old logs and 
ſmall ſpray, are preparing for the fire of hell, where 

they muſt burn together. Of ſach children, that 
feripture will one day be verified, except they re. 
pent, © they ſhall go to the generation of their fi- 
thers, where they ſhall not ſee light, Pf. xlix, 19- 
(2.) And how many families are there, tho? not 
fo prophane, who yet bring up their children vainly 
and ſenſually, as in Job xxi. 11, &c, and take 30 


(A.) And was it not a ſpecial havent to us to hae ſac 


wrought for you ; and, that your hearts may be 4 
more thoroughly warnedin the ſenſe of it, compare 


(1.) How many children there are among us who il 
are drawn headlong to hell by their crucl and un- 


THE MYSTERY: OF PROVIDENCE. 4 
are what: becomes of their ſouls fo they can but 
provide for their bodies? If they can but teach 
them to carry their bodies, no matter if the devil 
ga chcir ſouls; if they can but leave them lands or 
monics, they think they have very fully diſcharged 


Treat dry, 
thou haſt 


as to have. 
holineſs, 


their ex. heir dutics. Oh! what will the language be where 
things yt Wt! ſuch parents and children ſhall greet each o- 
hill. iv. 9. her at the judgment-ſeat,:and:u hell for ever! 
f Chriſt, e (3-) And how many are there who are more ſo- 
d's copy. der, and yet hate the leaſt appearances of godlineſs 
fair copy Wn thcir children? who, inſtead of - cherithingy : do 
age! We n that they can to Break bruifed reeds, to quench 
they ſaid. oaking flax, to ſtiſte and ſtrangle the firſt appear- 
© he com. nces and offers they make towards. Chriſt? who 


er him, to 


cies ſomt i hriſt, doing all that in them lies, Hered-like, to 


"ci bat a mercy you do, or have enjoyed, in godly pa- 
ale 7 ents, and what a good lot Providence: caſt —— 
s may be | n this concernment of your bodies and ſouls. | 

compare If any ſhall ſay, This was not their caſe, they 
7 50 think ad little help heaven-ward from their parents; to 


ch I ſhall thus reply: | 
If you had little -furtherance, yet own it as a 


7g us wh BENE "cial Providence that you had no hinderance; or, 


2] and un- 
and. ſwerr 
there are 
at what is 
| logs and 


Wc languiſhing ſparks of grace amidſt the floods of 


_ — poſterity of your on, to be ſo much the more 
t A = rict and careſul of relational duties, by how much 
. 75 ou have ſenſibly felt the want of it in yourſelves. 


But ſeeing ſuch a train of bleflings follow upon 
n holy education of children, both as to this life 
nd that to come, I will not diſmiſs this point till I 


- x1ix, 19. 
„tho not 
-en vainly 
d take 10 


had rather accompany them to their graves than to 


you had oppoſition, yet admire the grace of God. 
n plucking you out by a wonderful diſtinguiſhing | 
and of mercy from among them, and keeping alive 


-- 
4 | 
on 3 


1 Chriſt in the cradle! Ah! Sirs, you little know - 


ppoſition; and learn from henee, if God give you. . 
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have diſeharged my duty, in — Pente m 
children to their duties. 

And firſt, you that are parents, or to whom th 
education of children is committed, I beſecch you 
to mark how important a charge hies on you ; and, Wi 
that I may effectually preſs it, conſider, j 

(...) How near — relation is betwixt you and i 
Four children, and therefore how much you ar: Wl 
concerned in their happineſs or miſery. . Conſider Wil 
but the ſeripture account of the dearneſs of ſuch rc if 
lations, expreſſed by longings for them, as it wn 
Gen. xv. 2. and Gen. xxx, 1. and by our joy when we il 
have them, as Chwift expreſſes i It, John xvi. 21. the 
high value ſet on them, Gen. xlii. 38. the fympathy Wl 
with them in all their troubles, Mark 1x. 22. ani 
by our ſorrow at parting, Gen. xxxvii. 35. NA Wl 
ſhall all this be co no purpoſe ? And yet for wh 
end do we defire them before we have them; rejoia Wi 
in them when we have them; value them fo: highly; 
ſympathize with them fo tenderly; grieve for the 
death ſo exceſlively, if, in the mean-time, no care 
be taken what ſhall become of them to eternity? 

(2-) God hath charged you with their ſouls u 
well as bodies; and this appears by precepts dired Bl 
ty laid upon you, Deut. vi. 6, 7. ———_ vi. 43 
and by precepts laid on them to obey you,:Eph. 1 

1. which plainly implies your duty ay well as & ane 


es theirs. | 
(3) What ſhall comfort you at the parting time. 
if they die, through your negleR, in a Chriſtlv 
condition ? Oh! this is the cutting confideration, ora. 
My child is in hell, and I did nothing to prevent 
it; I helped him thither. Duty diſcharged is the ion 
root of comfort in that day. f 

(a.) If you neglect to inſtruct them in the waſh 
of holineſs, will the devil neglect to inſtruct then ; 
in the way of wickedneſs? No, no, if you will nt 


A - MESTERY or rav cx. 49 
ground be uncultivated, weeds will ſpring. 


arents and 


whow the 


(5.) If the ſeaſon of their youth be neglected, 
ciecch little probability is there of any good fruit 
you ; and erwards? How: few arc converted in old age? A. 

ig is brought to any form, but grown limbs will 
it you and BY my ig on 3 ; | A 
zh you art (6.) You are inſtrumental cauſes of all their 
e iritual miſery, and that by generation and imita- 
of ſuch re. 


* on: they lie ſpiritually dead of the plague which 
as u 160 Sou brought home among them: © Behold I was: 
y when wi Papen in iniquity, and in ſin did my mother eon- 
vi. 21. the ive (or warm) me, Pf. Ii. 5. * 


 fympatly (J.) There is none in the world ſo likely as you: 
k. 22. and be inſtruments of their eternal good. You have 
5 _ Weculiar advantages that none other have, as the 
T | 


Wtercſt you bear to their aftetions; your opportu- 


an; Tjoice BG ics to ibftil the knowledge of Chriſt into them, 
fo: highly; eng daily with them, Deut. vi. 7. and your know- 
e for the b ige of their tempers ; if therefore you neglect, 
* TI bo ſhall help them: 
ernity? WS (8.) Th I | 
cnn? of (8.) The conſideration of the great day ſhould 


ove your bowels of pity for them. O remem- 


pts dired [ Er that text.“ I ſaw the dead ſmall and great ſtand 
Lph. vi. 45 efore God,” Rev. xx. 12, &c. What a ſad thing 
u, ph. iin it be to ſee your dear children at Chriſt's left 


well as co and! Oh! friends, do your utmoſt to prevent this 
| Wicry: © Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we 


m_ — erſuade men.“ 
$ 


9.) And you, children, eſpecially you that 


ifideration rang from religious parents, I beſeech you to o- 
to rug W<y their councils and tread in the ſteps of their 
rged is the gp ous examples. To preſs this, I offer theſe con- 
a cderations. — | 

in the yy 0.) Your diſobedience to them is a reſiſting of 
* 1 od's authority. 4 Children, obey your parents in 


le Lord,” Epheſ, vi. 1. there is the command; 
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your rebellion therefore runs higher than you think, 
It is not man but God that you diſobey 3 and'God 
will puniſh you for your diſobedience - It may be 
their [tenderneſs will not ſuffer them, or you are 


grown beyond their correction; all they can do is 


to. complain to God; and if fo, he will: handle you | 
more ſeverely than they could do, 

(2.) Your ſin 1s greater than the ſin 4 young 
Heathens and Infidels, and ſo will your account be 
alſo. O better (if a wicked child) that thou hadſt 
been the offspring oſ ſavage Indians, nay, of beaſts, 
than of ſuch parents. So many councils diſobeyed, 


hopes and prayers fruſtrated, will turn to ſad ag - 


gravations. 
(3.) It is uſual with God to retaliate men's diſo- 
bedience to their parents in kind; commonly our 


own children fthall pay us home for it. I have | 


read in a grave author of a wicked wreteh that 
dragged his father along the houſe: the father beg- 
ged him to draw him beyond ſuch a place, for, 
ſaid he, I dragged my father no further. Oh! the 
ſad, but juſt: ret ributions of God! 

And for you, in whoſe hearts grace hath been 
planted by the bleſſing of education, I beſeech you 
to admire God's goodneſs to you in this Providence. 
Oh! what an happy lot hath God caſt for you! 


How few children are partakers of your mercies! 


See that you honour ſuch parents; the tie is 


double upon you ſo to do. Be you the j joy of their 


hearts, and comfort of their lives, if living; if not, 
yet ſtill remember the mercy while you live, and 
tread in their pious paths, that you and they may 
both rejoice together in the great day, and bleſs 
God for each other to all eternity. 


—— —t— — 
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| THE FOURTH PERFORMANCE OF PROVIDENCE» 


IV. The next remarkable performance of Provi- 
dence for the people of God which I will inſtance, 
ſhall be with reſpect to its ordering the occaſions, 
inſtruments, and means of their converſion ==» 

In nothing doth Providence ſhine forth more glo- 
riouſly in this world than it doth in this perform- 
ance for the people of God. How curioully ſoever 
its hand had moulded your bodies, how tenderly ſo- 
ever it hath preſerved them, and how 2 


ſoever it hath provided for them; if it had not br 


ordered ſome means or other for your converſion, 
all the former favours and benefits it had done for 
you had fignified little. This, O this is the moſt 
excellent benefit you ever received from its hand? 
You are more beholden to it for this than for all 
your other mercies. And in opening this perform- 
ance of Providenee, I cannot but think your hearts 
muſt be deeply affected. This is à ſubje& which 
every gracious heart loves to ſteep its thoughts in. 
It is certainly the ſweeteſt hiſtory that ever they 
repeated ; they love to think and talk of it. 'The 
Places where, and inſtrynents by whom this work 
was wrought, are exceedingly endeared to them for 
the work's ſake ; yea, endeared to that degree, that, 
for many years after, their hearts have melted when 
they have but paſſed occafionally by thoſe places, 
or but ſeen the faces of thoſe perſons who were uſed 


as inſtruments in the hand of Providence for their 


good. As no doubt but Jacob's Beth-el was ever 
aſter that night ſweet to his thoughts, ſo other 
ſaints have had their Beth-el as well as he. O ble. 
ſed places, times, and inſtruments! O the deep, the 
Iweet impreſſions, 1 to be razed out of the 


DIVINE CONDUCT ; OR, 
: memory or heart, that this Providence hath made 


upon thoſe on whom it wrought this bleſſed effe& 


at years of diſcretion, and in a more ſenſible way 
But leſt any poor ſoul ſhould be diſcouraged un- 
der the diſplay of this Providence, becauſe he can- 


not remember the time, place, inſtrument, and man. 


ner wherein, and by which converſion-work was 
wrought, I will therefore promiſe this neceſl; 
diſtinction, to prevent injury to ſome, whilſt I de. 
ſign benefit to others. 

Converſion, as to the ſubject of it, may be con- 
ſidered two Ways ; 3 as it is more ſenſibly 
wrought in perſons of riper years, who in their 
youthful days were more prophane and vile; or up- 
on perſons in their tender years, into whoſe hearts 

ace was more inſenſibly and undiſcernably inſtil. 
ted by God's bleſſings upon pious education. In the 
former ſort, the diſtin& acts of the Spirit, as illumi- 
nating, - convincing, humbling, drawing them to 
Chriſt, and ſealing them, are more evident and diſ. 
cernable; in the latter, more obſcure and confuſed ; 
they can remember that God gave them an eſteem 

and liking for godly perſons, care of duty, and con- 
ſcience of ſin; but as to the time, place, inſtruments, 

and manner of the work, they can give but a ſlender 
account of them : however, if the work be ſavingly 
wrought in them, there is no reaſon they ſhould be 
troubled becauſe the circumſtances of it are not ſo 
evident to them as they are to others. Let the 
{ubſtance and reality of the work appear, and there 
is no. reaſon to aflli&t yourſelves becauſe of the in- 
evidence of ſuch circumſtances. | | 

But yet where the circumſtancs as well as ſub- 
ſtances are clear to men; when can call to remem- 
berance the time when, the place where, the inſtru- 
ment by whom that work was wrought, it muſt 
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needs be exceedingly ſweet ; and they cannot but 
yield a freſh delight to the foul every time they are 
reflected upon. wot | | W * 

There are many of the following occaſions which, 
it may be, we took for ſtragglers when they firſt 
befel us; but they proved ſcouts ſent out from the 
main body of Providenee, which they make way for. 

Now there are divers things in thofe Providences 


WW which are verſant about this work, and exceedingly 
feet and taking; as namely, 


1. The wonderful ſtrangeneſs and unaccountable- 


neſs of this work of Providence in caſting us into 
the way, and ordering the occaſions, yea, the minu- 
Wteſt circumſtances about this work. 


Thus yow 
find in Acts viii. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, &c. The eu- 
nuch, at that very inſtant when he was reading. the 
prophet Iſaiah, hath an interpreter, one among a. 


I thouſand, that joins his chariot juſt as his mind was 
by 2 fit occaſion prepared to receive the firſt light. 
of the knowledge of Chriſt, 7 


And how ſtrange was that change (how far ſo- 


ever it went) on Naaman the Syrian? recorded 2 
: Kings v. T, 2, 3, 4+ that the Syrians in their in- 
1 eurſion ſhould bring away this girl, (likely her 


beauty was the inducement) and ſhe muſt be pre- 
fented to Naaman's wile, and relate to her the po-- 


er of God that accompanied the prophet; thougi 


[you find in that particular caſe there had never 


been an inſtance given before, Luke iv. 27. Doubt 
leſs the whole of this affair was guided by the ſignal 
direction of Providence. OY 
So for the converſion of the Samaritans it is ob- 
ſerved, John iv. 4. Chriſt muſt needs go that way, 
becauſe it lay juſt. in the road betwixt Judea and 
Galilee, and at the ſixth hour, 1. e. high noon, he. 
reſts himſelf upon Jacob's well, ſtill ſeeming to have . 
no bther deſign but his own refreſhment, by fitting. 
F 2 | | 
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and drinking there; but Oh! what a train of blel. 


'wonderfſul preſervation of his life, in as public tu. i 


ans 
' 


- DIVINE EONDVET 3 ON, 


ſed Providences follow this, which ſeemed but an hs 
accidgggal thing ! Firſt the woman of Samaria, and ind 
then many more in that city, are brought to be. de 
leve in Chriſt, as you find in verſes 29.41. "IE 

It is noted by Melchior Adams, in the Life of Ju- 
he f 
vius, how very an Atheiſt be grew in his younger WF, 


years; but, in order to his converſion to God, a cia. 


mult at Lyons, in France, muſt firſt make way, able 
_ which forces from him the acknowledgment of a id 


Deity: then his father ſends for him home, and 


with much gentleneſs perſuades him to read the Mer 
ſcriptures ; he lights upon the firſt of John, and if of | 
with it he ſenſibly feels a divine ſupernatural ma- mar 
jeſty and power ſeizing his ſoul, which brought him AN 
over by a compleat converfion to Jeſus Chriſt i M. 
Thus, as the woman of Fekoa told David, © doth po 
God deviſe means to bring back his baniſhed.” i I: 1 
Lavater tell us, that many Spaniſh ſoldiers, go- Fo 
ing into the wars of Germany, were there convert- the 
ed to Chriſt, by falling into the cities and towns rick 
where godly miniſters and chriſtians were. hirn 
Mr. Robert Bolton, tho' an excellent ſcholar, yet | 1 A 
in his younger years he was a very irreligious per. JE 
| $on, and a jeerer of holy men; but being caſt into | he i 
— company of the godly Mr. Peacock, was by him 7 
ought to repentance, and proved a famous inſtru. WW oven 
ment in the church of Chriſt. his 
A ſcrap of paper accidently coming to view bath lor 
been uſed as an occaſion of converſion. This was E.. 
dhe caſe of a miniſter of Wales, who had two livings, * 
dut took little care of either. He being at a fair, | both 
bought ſomething at a pedlar's ſtancing, and rent | tif. 
off « leaff of Mr. Perkin's catchiſm to wrap it in, Loo 
and reading a line of two in it, God ſet it home ſo v 
85 in did the work. 333 | 


v6 7 
THE MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE, 59 


of blef. The marriage of a godly man into a carnal family 

| but an hath been ordered by Providence for the eq erſion 
laat und and ſalvation of many therein. Thus de W. in 
t to be. the life of that renowned Engliſh worthy, Mr. John 
Bruen, that in his ſecond match it was agreed that 
fe of Ju- he ſhould have one year's diet in his mother-in-law's 
ä houfe: during his abode there that year (ſaith Mr. 
God, * Clark) the Lord was pleaſed, by is means! gra- 
lic. tu- [| ciouſly to work upon her ſoul, as alſo upon his wite's- 
ke way, WF fiter, and half-ſiſter, their brothers, Mr. William 
FRE * F and Mr. Thomas Kox, with one or two of the ſer- 
— ha | WW vants in that family. 

. 1 Tube reader of a good book hath been the means 
hn, an of bringing others to Chriſt. And thus we find- 
2 * many of the German divines converted by reading 
> 65 i Luther's books: yea, and what is more ſtrange, 
2 goth | Mr. Sleyden in his Commentary tells us that Ver- 
1.55 on i gerius, tho? he were preſent an eye and car-witneſs 


to that doleful caſe of Spira, which one would think 
fhould move a ſtone, yet ſtill continued ſo firm to 
the Pope's intereſt, that when he fell into ſome ſuſ- 


ers, go- 
convert=- 


6 tou = picion among the Cardinals he reſolved to purge 
3 W himſelf by writing a book againſt the German 
anc * = Apoſtates ; but, whilſt he read the Proteſtant books 
ae out of no other deſign but to confute them, whilſt 
caſt into i324 dts S - 

by him he is weighing the argument, is himſelf convinced, 


oy if i bh and brought to Chriſt. He finding himſelf thus 
s inſtru i overcome by the truth, imparts his conviction to 
his brother, a zealous Papiſt alſo; this brother de- 


2 plores the miſery of his caſe, and ſeeks to reclaim 
2 him; but Vergerius, entreating him to weigh well 
t a fair Wt Proteſtant argument, he alſo yields; and ſo 
n both immediately betook themſelves to preach juſ- 

it in, tifcation by the free grace of God, through the 
be f * blood of Chriſt. ; 
ve | Yea, not only the reading of a book, or hearing 


a miniſter, but (which is moſt remarkable) the very 
7 3 
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miſtake or forgetfulneſs of a miniſter hath. been im- 
proved by Providence for this end and purpoſe, 
Auguſtine, once preaching to his congregation, for. 
got the argument which firſt he propoled, and fell 
upon the error of the Manichees, beſides his firſt in- 
tention ; L which diſcourſe he converted one Fir- 


mus, his Jaditor, who fell down at his feet weep. 
ing, and Jonſeſſing he had lived a Manichee many 
years. Another I knew, who, going to preach, 
took up another bible than that he deſigned, in 
which not only miſſing his notes, but the chapters 
alſÞ in which the text lay, was put to ſome loſs 
thereby; but, after a ſhort pauſe, he refolved to 
peak to any other ſcripture that might be preſent- 
ed to him, and accordingly read the text, The 
Lord is not ſlack concerning his promiſe,” 2 Pet. 
I. 9. And tho' he had nothing prepared, yet the | 


Lord helped bim to ſpeak both methodically and W 


pertinently from it; by which diſcourſe a gracions 
change was. wrought upon one in the congregation, | 
who hath ſince given good evidence of a found con- 
verſion, and acknowledged this ſermon to be the 
firſt and only means thereof. 
The accompanying, of others in a neighbourly 
eivil viſit hath been over-ruled to the ſame end. 
Thus many of the. Jews accompanied Mary into | 
Bethany, (deſigning only to manifeſt their civil re- 
ſpect) but there they met Chriſt, ſaw the things 
which he did, and believed on him, John xi. 45. 
Mr. Firmin, in his Real Chriſtian, pages 97, 98. 
tells us of one who had lived many years in a town | 
where Chriſt had been as clearly and as long preach- 
ed as in any town in England. This man, when 
he was about ſeventy-fix years of age, went to viſit 
a ſick neighbour. ©*© A Chritian friend of mine 
Afaith the author) came to ſee him alſo ; and find- 
ing this old man there, whom he judged to be one 
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that lived upon his own ſtock, civility, good works, 
Nc. he purpoſely fell into that diſcourſe, to ſhew 
how many perſons” lived upon ther duties, but: ne- 
ver came to Chriſt. The old man, fitting by the 
bed-fide, heard him; and God was pleaſed to con- 
vince him that he was ſuch a perſon, who had lived 
upon himſelf, without Chriſt to that day; and would 
ſay afterwards,. had I diced before threeſcore and 
ſixteen, I had periſhed, for I knew not Chriſt.” 
The committing of « godly man to priſon hath 
been the method of Providence to ſave the ſoul of à 
poor keeper. So Paul, Acts xvi. 27. was made a 
riſoner, to make his keeper a ſpiritual freeman. 
The like ſucceſs had Dr. Barns in Queen Mary's 
days, who afterwards celebrated the Lord's ſupper 
in priſon with his converted keeper. | 
The ſcattering of miniſters and Chriſtians by per- 
ſecution from cities and towns, into the ignorant and 
barbarovs parts of that country, hath been the way 
of Providence to find out and bring home ſome loſt 
ſheep to Jeſus Chriſt, Acts vüi. I. 4. The like 
ſignal event hath ſince followed upon the like ſcat- 
tering of Godly miniſters, whereof are many preg- 


' nant inſtances at this day. 


A ſervant running away from his maſter, hkely 
upon no other deſign but to live an idle life) yet 
falling into ſuch places and companies as Providence 
ordered in a defign to him unknown, hath thereby 
been brought to be the ſervant of Chriſt. This was 


the very caſe of Oneſimus, who ran away from his 
maſter Philemon, to Rome, where, by a ſtrange Pro- 


vidence, (pofibly a mere curioſity to ſee the priſon- 
ers) he there falls into Paul's hands, who begat 
him to Chriſt in his bonds, Philemon, verſes 10, 11 

12, &c. "35 
+ Going to hear a ſermon in jeſt hath proved ſome 
men's converſion in earneſt, The above- named 


* ' | 
538 drm coxpvcr; on, 
Mr Firmin, in the fore-cited book, tells us of a nb. 


torious. drunkard, whom the and called fa- 


ther, that one day would needs go to hear what 
Wilſon ſaid; out of no other deſign; it ſeems, but to 
ſcoff at that holy man; but in the prayer before 
ſermon his heart began to thaw, and when he read 
his text, which was- Sin no more, leſt a worſe 
thing come unto thee,” John v. 14. he could not 
contain; and in that ſermen the Lord changed his 
heart, though 1o bitter an enemy that the miniſter 
on lecture-days was afraid to go to church before 
his ſhop-door. © Lo theſe are parts of his ways, 
but how ſmall a portion is known of him 

The droping of ſome grave and weighty word 
accidentally, in the preſence of vain carnal perſons; 
the death of an huſband, wife, or child ; a fit of 
ſtekneſs, with a thouſand other ſuch-like- occafions, 


have been thus improved by Providence to the con- 


verſion of fouls. 
And no leſs remarkable and wonderfut are the 


defigns of Providence in ordering the removes, and | 


governing the motions of | miniſters, from place to 
place, in order to the converſion of ſouls. Thus 
oftentimes it carries them to places where they m- 
tended not to go; God having, unknown to them, 
ſome ele& veſſels there, who muſt be called by the 
goſpel. | 

Thus Paul and Timothy, (a fweet and Jovey 
pair) when they were travelling through Phrygia- 
and Galatia, were forbid to preach the word in Aſia, 
to which probably their minds inclined, Acts xvi. 
6. and when they eſſayed to go into Bythynia, the 
Spirit ſuffered them not, verſe 7, but a man of 
Macedonia, (i. e. an angel 3 in the ſhape 'or habit of 
a man of that country) appeard to Paul in a viſion, 
and prayed him, ſaying, Come over into 1 


| 
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donia, and help us,” verſe 9. and there did God 


| Lan. 
a 3 now with God, who, fal- 
ling in his ſtudy upon a rouzing ſubje& intended 
for his own congregation, was ſtrongly moved, 
when he had finiſhed it, to go to a rude, vile, pro- 

hane people, about five miles off, and firſt preach 
i to them: after many wreſtlings with himſelf, not 
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| then no miniſ- 
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them ; 

f their own, and few durſt come among them 

— did the Lord, beyond all expeQation, 
open a door, and ſeveral prophane ones received 
Chriſt in that ſplace, and engaged this miniſter ts 


8 ways, 


"2; 
* 
* 
x 
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erſons; a weekly lecture among them, in which many ſouls 
a fit, of were won to God. ; 
:afions, | The ſame holy man, at another time, being upon 
1c con- a journey, paſſed by a company of vain perſons, 
a who were wreſtling upon a green near the road; 
re the and juit as he came” againſt the place, one of them 
'S, and had thrown his antagoniſt, and ſtood triumphing in 
ace to his ſtrength and activity. This good man rode up 
Thus to them, and turning his ſpeech to this perſon, told 
ey in- him, F riend, I fee you are a ſtrong man, but yet 
them, let not the ſtrong man glory in his ſtrength: —_ 
A the” muſt know that you are not to wreſtle with fleſh 
cd] and blood, but with principalities and powers, and 
ovely ſpiritual wickedneſſes: how ſad will it be, that ſatan 
rygia. ſhould at laſt trip up the heels of your hope, and 
Aſia, give you an eternal overthrow ! And after about a 
5 XVI. quarter of an hour's ſerious diſcourſe upon this 
, the ſubje& he left them, and went on his journey; but 
an of this diſcourſe made ſuch an impreſſion that the 
bit of perſon, had no reſt till he opened his trouble to a 
iſton, godly miniſter, who wiſely following the work upon 


lacs | his ſoul, ſaw at laſt the bleſſed iſſue thereof in the 


\ - 
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gracious. change of the perſon, whereof he after- 
wards gave the miniſter a joyful accvunt. ! Oh 
how unſearehable are the methods of Providenee in 


4 


this matter. | 


of God hath ſometimes ordered the very malice of 
ſatan, and wickedneſs of men, as an occaſion of e- 
ternal good to their ſouls. A very memorable ex- 
ample whereof I ſhall here give the reader, faith- 
fully relating what fell out in my own obſervation 
in this place, to the aſtoniſhment of many ſpectators. 

In the year 1673, there came to this port a ſhip 
of Poole, in her return from Virginia; in which 
ſhip was one of that place, a luſty young man of 
twenty-three years of age, who was ſurgeon in the 
ſhip. This perfon in the voyage fell into-a deep 
melancholy, which the devil greatly improved to 
ſerve his own deſign for the ruin of this poor man; 
however, it pleaſed the Lord to reſtrain him ſrom 
any attempts upon his own life until he arrived 
here. But ſhortly after his arrivial, upon the 
Lord's day, early in the morning, being in bed with 
his brother, he took a knife prepared for that pur- 


poſe, cut his own throat, and withal Ieaped out of 


the bed: though the wound was deep and large, 

thinking it might not ſoon enough diſpateh his 
wretched life, he deſperately thruſt it into his ſto- 
mach, and ſo lay wallowing in his own blood, tilt 


his brother awaking made a ery for help: here-- 
upon a phyficiah and a ſurgeon coming in, found 


the wound in his throat mortal; and all they could 
do at preſent was only to ftich it and apply a plaſ- 


ter, with a deſign rather to enable him to ſpeak for 


a little while than with any expectation of eure; 


for, before that, he breathed through the wound, 


and his voice was inarticulate. 


Nay, what is yet more wonderful, the Providence | 
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In this condition I found him that morning, and 
apprehending him to be within & few minutes of 
eternity, I laboured to work u his heart the 
ſenſe of his condition, telling him I had but little 
time to do any thing for him, and therefore deſired 
him to let me know what was his own apprehenſions 
Jof his preſent condition were, He told. me, he 
W hoped in God for eternal life ; I replied, that 1 
feared his hopes were ungrounded, for that the 
ſcripture tells us, no murderer hath eternal liſe 
W abiding in him,” but this was ſelf- murder, the groſ- 
W {ct of all murders: and inſiſting upon the agrava- 
W tion and henouſneſs of the fact, I perceived his 
Vain confidence began to fall, and ſome meltings of 
heart appeared to him. He then began to lament 
his ſin and miſery with many tears, and aſked me if 
there might yet be hope for one that had deſtroyed 
himſelf, and ſhed his own blood. I replied, the fin 
indeed is great, but not unpardonable; and if the 
Lord gave him repentance unto life; and faith to 
apply to Jeſus Chriſt, it ſhould be certainly pardon- 
ed 'to him; and finding him unacquainted with 
theſe things, I opened to him the nature and ne- 
ceſſity of faith and repentance, which he greedily 
ſucked in, and with great vehemency cried to God 
that he would work them upon his ſoul, and intreat- 


ed me alſo. to pray with him, and for him, that it 


might be ſo, I prayed with him, and the Lord 
thawed his heart exceedingly in that duty : loth he 
was to part with me; but the duties of the day 
neceſſitating me to leave him, I brifly ſummed up 
hat was moſt neceſſary in my parting council to 
him, and took my leave, never expecting to ſee him 
more in this world. But beyond my own, and all 
men's expectation, he continued all that day, and 
panted moſt ardently for Jeſus Chriſt ; no diſcour- 
les pleaſed him but Chriſt and faith ; and in this 


* — —s 
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frame I found him in the evening. He rejoiced 
greatly to ſce me again, and entreated me to con- 
tinue my diſcourſes upon theſe ſubje&s ; and aſter 
all, told me, Sir, The Lord hath given me repen- 
tance for this ſin; yea, and for every other fin. I 
ſee the evil of fin in ſuch a light as I never ſaw it 
before. Oh! I loath myſelf; I am a vile creature 
in my own eyes; I do alſo believe; Lord help 
my unbelicf.” I am heartily willing to take Chriſt 
upon his own terms. One thing only troubles me, 
1 doubt this bloody fin will not be pardoned. Will 
Jeſus Chriſt (ſaid he) apply his blood to me, that 
have ſhed my own blood? I told him, Chriſt ſhed 
his blood even for them that with wicked hands had 
ted the blood of Chriſt ; and that was a fin of 
deeper guilt than his. Well (faith he) I will caſt 
myſelf upon Chriſt ; let him do by me what he will. 
And ſo f parted with him that might. - 


Next morning the wounds were to he opened; 


then the opinion of the ſurgeons was he would! im. 
mediately expire. 

Accordingly, at his deſire, I came that morning, 
and found him in a moſt ſerious frame. I prayed 
with him, and the wound in his ſtomach was opened, 
but by this time the ventricle itſelf was ſwollen out 
of the orifice of the wound, and lay like a livid dif 
eoloured tripe upon his body, and was alſo cut 
through; ſo that all concluded it was impoſſible ſor 
him to live; however, they ſtitched the wound in 
the ſtomach, enlarged the orifice, and fomented it, 
and wrought it again into his body, and ſo ſtitching | 
up the ſkin, left him to the diſpoſal of Providence. 

But ſo it was, that both the deep wound in his 
throat, and this in his ſtomach, healed ; and the 
more dangerous wound ſin had made u pon his ſoul, | 
was, I truſt, effectually healed alſo. I Tpent many | 
„hours with him in that ſickneſs ;- after his return 
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kome, received this account from Mr. Samuel 
Hardy, a miniſter in that town ; part whereof I 


Hall tranſcribe. 


© DEAR SIR, | 
„I was much troubled at the fad Providence iu in 
“ your town, but did much rejoice that he ſell in- 
« to ſuch hands for las body and foul, You have 
« taken much pains with him, and I hope to good 
« purpoſe, ' I think if over a great and thorough 
work were done in ſuch a way, it is now; and if 
« ever the like; I am perſuaded now it is. Never 
« grow-weary of good works. One ſuch inſtance - 


<« js, methinks, enough to make you to. abound in 


« the work of the Lord all your days, &c.“ 


O how unſearchable are the ways of Providence, 


in leading men to Chriſt! Let none be eneouraged 
by this to ſin that grace may abound. Theſe are 
rare and ſingular inflances of the merey of God, 
and ſuch as no preſumptuous finner can expect to 
find. It is only recited here to the honour of Pro- 
vidence, which works for the recovery of ſinners 
in ways that we underſtand not. O what a fetch; 
hath Providence beyond our underſtandings ! 

2. And as it orders very ſtrange occaſions to a- 
waken and rouze ſouls at firſt, fo it works no leſs 
wonderfully in carrying on' the work to e e ; 
and this 1t doth two ways : 

At.) By quickening and reviving dying convic- 
tions and troubles for ſin. Souls, after their firſt 
awakening, are apt to loſe the ſenſe and impreſhon 
of their firſt troubles for ſin ; but Providence is vi- 
gilant to prevent it, and doth effectually prevent it, 
ſometimes by direQing the miniſter to ſome diſ- 
courſe or paſſage that ſhall fall as pat as if the caſe 
of ſuch a perſon had * by him, and de- 
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Lignedly | ſpoken to. How often have I found this 


in the cales of many ſouls wha have proſeſſed they 


have ſtood. amazed to hear' the very thoughts of 


their hearts diſcovered by the preacher who knew 


nothing of them! Sometimes by directing them to 
ſome proper rouzing ſcripture that ſuits their pre- 


| ſent caſe; and ſometimes by ſuffering them to fall 


into ſome new fin, which ſhall awaken all their for- 
mer troubles again, and put a new efficacy and acti- 
vity into the conſcience. The world is full of in- 


Hances in all thefe caſes, and becauſe moſt Chriſ- 


tians have experience of theſe things in themſelves, 
it will be ncedleſs to recite them here. Search but 
a few years back, and you may remember that, ac- 
cording to this account, (at leaſt in ſome particu- 
lars) Providence ordered the matter with you. 
Have you not found ſome rod or other prepared by 
Providence to rouze you out of your ſecurity ? 
Why this is ſo common a thing with Chriſtians, 
that they many times preſage an aſſſiction coming 
from the frames they find their own hearts in. 

(2.) It gives alſo great aſſiſtance to the work of 


the Spirit upon the ſoul, by ordering, ſupporting, 


relieving, and cheering means, to prop up and com- 


fort the ſoul, when it is over-burdencd, and ready 


to ſink in the deeps of troubles. I remember Mr. 
Bolton gives us one inſtance which fits both theſe 
caſes, the reviving of convidions, and ſeaſonable 
ſupports in the deeps of troubles; and it is of a 
perſon that by conviction had been fetched off from 
his wicked companions, and entered into a reform- 
ed courſe of liſe; but after this, through the intice- 
ment of his old companions, the ſubtility of ſatan, and 
ee of his own heart, did again relapſe in- 
to the ways of fin: then was providentially brought 
to his view that ſcripture, Prov. i, 24, 25, 26, Ke. 


' this renewed his trouble, yea, aggravated it to a 
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er height than ever, inſomuch that he could 
ſcarcely think (as it ſeems by the relation) his fir 
could be pardoned. But in this plunge, that text, 
Luke xvil. 4. was preſented to him, which ſweetly 
ſettled him in a ſure and glorious peace. 

Nor can we here forget that miraculous work of 
Providence, in a time of great extremity, which was 
wrought for that good gentlewoman Mrs. Honey- 
vood, (and is ſomewhere mentioned by the author} 
who under à deep and. ſad deſertion, refuſed and. 
put off all comfort, ſeeming to deſpair utterly of 
the grace and mercy of God.. A worthy miniſter 
being one day with her, and reaſoning againſt her 
deſperate concluſions, ſhe took a Venice glaſs from 
the table, and ſaid, Sir, I am as ſure to be damned 
as this glaſs is to be broken, and therewith threw 
it forcibly to the ground; but to the aſtoniſhment. 
of both, the glaſs remained whole and. ſound, which- 
the miniſter taking up with admiration, rebriked her 
preſumption, and ſhewed her what a wonder Pro- 
vidence had wrought for her ſatisſaction, and it 
greately altered the temper of her mind. O How 
unſcarchable are his ways! and his paths paſt find- 
ing out! Lo, theſe are part of his ways; but how 
ſmall a portion do we know of him J. 

And now fuffer me to expo 


ftulate a little with 
thy ſoul, reader. Haft thou been duly ſenſible of 
thy obligation to Providence for this ineſtimable fa · 
vour ? O what hath it done for thee ! there are di- 
vers kinds of mercies conveyed to men by the hand. 
of Providence, but none like this; in all the trea- 
ſury of its benefits, none is found like this. Did it 
caſt thee into the way of converſion, and order the 
means and occaſions of it for thee, when thou little 
ſuch thing? How dear a ſweet 
ſhould the remembrance of it be to thy ſoul ! Me- 
thinks it ſhould aſtoniſh and melt you every time 
| G 2 | 


| 
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you reflect upon it. Such mexcics ſhould never 
grow ſtale, or common things to you: for do but 
ſerioully conſider the following particulars: 

1. How ſurprizing tho merey was which it per- 
formed for you in that day. Providence had a de- 
ſign upon you for your eternal good, which you 
underſtood not. Tle time of mercy was now fully 
come; the deerce was now ready to bring forth 
that mercy with which it had gone big from eter- 
nity, and its gracious deſign muſt be exceuted by 
the hand of Providence, ſo far as concerned the ex- 
ternal means and inſtruments : and how aptly did 
it cauſe all things to fall in with that deſign, tho? 
you knew not the meaning of it? Look over all the 
before-mentioned examples, and you ſhall ſee the 
bleſſed work of converſion begun upon thoſe ſouls, 
when they minded it no more than Saul did a king- 
dom that morning he went out to ſeek his father's 
aſſes, 1 Sam. ix. 3. 20. Providence might truly 


have ſaid to you in that day, as Chriſt ſaid to Peter, th, 
What I do thou knoweſt not now, but hereafter ble 
thou ſhalt know it. God's thoughts are not as our 8 
thoughts ; but as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, ſo are his thoughts higher than ours, and wi 
his ways than our ways.“ John xiii. 7. Little did * 
Zacheus think, when he climed up into the ſyca- Pr 
more - tree to ſee Chriſt as he paſſed that way, what * 
a deſign of mercy Chriſt had upon him, who took "i 
thence the occaſion of becoming both his gueſt and C 
Saviour, Luke xix. 5, 6, 7, 8. And as little did of 
ſome of you think, what the aĩm of Providence was, ri 
when you went (ſome out of cuſtom, others out of = 
eurioſity, if not worſe ends) to here ſuch a ſermon. * 
O how ſtupendous are the ways of God ! et 
2. What a diſtinguiſhing and ſeaſonable mercy Fs 


was ufhered in by Providence in that day. It 
brought you to the means of ſalvation in a good 
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hour. At that very nick of time, when tlie angel. 


troubled the waters, you were brought to the pool 
to allude to that, John v. 4. Now the accepted day 


was come, the Spirit was in the.ordinance or Pro- 


vidence that. converted. you, and you were let in 
the way of it. It may be, you had heard many 
hundred ſermons before, but nothing would flick. 


till now, becauſe the hour was not come.. The 


Lord did, as it were, call in the word for ſuch a. 
man, ſuch a woman; and. Providence ſaid, Lord, 


here he is, I have brought him before thee. There: 


were many others under that ſermon who received 


no ſuch mercy. You: yourſelves had heard many 


before, but not to that advantage, as it is ſaid, Luke: 
© There were many lepers in Iſrael in the 
days of Elizeus, but to none of them was the pro- 
phet ſent, ſave unto Naaman the Syrian.“ So there 
were many poor. unconverted ſouls beſide you un- 


iv. 27. 


der the word that day, and it may be, to none of 


them was ſalvation ſent that day but to you. 0 
bleſſed Providence, that ſet you in the. way of 


mercy at that time. - 
What a weighty and important merey was pro- 


videntially directed to your ſouls that day. There 
are mercics of alt ſizes and kinds in the hands of 


Providence to diſpenſe to the ſons of men: its left- 


hand is full of blefings as well as its right. It hath. 
health and riches, honours-and pleaſures, as well as 
Chriſt and ſalvation, to diſpenſe. The world is full 
of its left-hand. favours ; but the bleſſings of its 
right-hand are invaluably precious, and few there 
It doth thouſands of kind 
offices for men; but among them all this is the 
to lead and direct them to Chriſt. For 


be that receive them. 


ehiefeſt 
conſider, 


1. Of all mercies, this comes through moſt and 


greateſt difficulties, Eph. = 19, 20. 
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2. This is a Tpiritual mercy, excelling in 


* 


ef nature all others, more than Gold excels the dirt 
under your feet, Rev. iii. 18. One ſuch gift is 
worth thouſands of other mereies. | 
3 This is a mexcy immediately flowing out of 

the fountain of God's electing 


dropt into any but an elect veſſel, 1 'Thefl. i. 4, f. 
4. This is a mercy that infallibly ſecures ſalva- 

tion; for as we may argue from converſion to. e- 

leQion, looking back; ſo from convezlion to ſalva- 

tion, looking forward, Heb. vi. . 

F. Laſtly, This is an eternal merey, that which 


will ſtick by you when father, mother, wife, chil- \ 


dren, eſtate, honours, health, and life ſhall fail thee, 
| IV. 14. 


O therefore ſet a ſpecial mack upon that Provi- 


denee that ſet you in the- way of this mercy. It 


hath performed that for thee- which all the mini- 
ets in. heaven could never 
performed. This is a mercy that puts weight 
and value into the {ſmalleſt circumſtance that ro. 
Aates to it. 


THE FIFTH PERFOMANCE OF PROVIDENCE. 


V. Thus you hear how inſtrumental Providence 
hath been in ordering the means and occaſions of 
the greateſt mercies for your ſoul. Let us now 
take into conſideration another excellent perform- 
ance of Providence reſpeQing the good of your bo- 
dies and ſouls too, in reſpect of that employment 
and calling it hath ordered for you in this world; 

for it hath not only an eye upou your well-being in 
the world to come, but upon your well-being in 


this world alſo, and that very mach depends my 


the ſation and vocation to which ii calls vou. 


love, a mercy never 
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| dipni Now, the Providence of God, with reſpect to our, 
the dirt civil callings, may be diſplayed very takingly in 
h gift is the following particulars : 


1. In directing you te a calling in your youth, 
and not ſuffering you to live an idle, uſeleſs, and 
ſinful life, as many do, who are but burthens to the 
carth, the wens of the body politic, ſerving only to - 
disfigure and drain it, to cat what others earn. 
Sin brought in ſweat, Gen. iii. 19. But now, not 
to ſweat increaſeth ſin, 2 Theſſ. iii. 12. He that 
lives idly cannot live honeſtly, as 1s plainly enough 
t which WM intimated, 1 Theſſ. iv. 11, 12. But when God puts 
e, chil. men into a lawfäl calling, wherein the labour of 
il thee, their hands or heads is ſufhcient for them, it is a 
very valuable mercy, for thereby they eat their 
own bread, 2 Theſſ. iii. 12. Many a ſad tempta- 
tion is happily prevented; and they are ordinarily 
furniſhed by it for works of mercy to others, and 
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never furely it is more bleſſed to give than to receive. 
weight 2. In ordering you to ſuch callings and employ- 


ments in the world as are not only lawſul in them- 
ſelves, but moſt ſuitable to you. There be many 
perſons employed in ſinful trades and arts, merely 
to furniſh other men's luſts; they de not only fin 


at re. 


4 in their employments, but their very employments 
are ſinful: they trade for hell, and are factors for 
dence the devil. Demetrius and the craftſmen at Epheſus 
ons of got their eſtates by making ſhrines for Diana, Acts 
now xix. 24, 25. 1. e. little caſes or boxes with folding 
ſorm- leaves, within which the image of that idol ſate en- 
ir bo- ſurined. Theſe were carried about by the people 
ment in proceſſion, in honour of their idol. And at this 
orld; day how many wicked arts and employments are 
ng in there invented, (and multitudes of perſons main- 
ng in tained by them) merely to gratify the pride and 


Vantonneſls. of a debauched age? 


* | 
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Now, to have an honeſt, lawful employment, 
wherein you do. not diſhonour. God in benefiting 
vourſelves, is no {mall mercy. But if it be not 
only lawful in itſelf, but ſuited to your genius and 
ſtrength, there is a double mercy in it. Some poor 
ereatures are engaged in callings that eat up their 
time and ſtrength, and make their lives very un. 
comfortable to hem they have not only ff 
and waiſting employments in the world, but ſuch as 
allow them little er no time for. their general call. 
ang ; and yet all this doth but keep them and theirs. 
alive. Oh! therefore, if God hath fitted you with 

an honeſt employment, wherem you have leſs. toil. | 
than others, and more time for heavenly exereiſes, 
aſeribe this benefit to the ſpecial care of Provi- 
| dence for you! 
. In ſeedling you in n fach an employment and. 
calling in the world as poſſibly neither yourlelves. 
nor parents could ever expect you ſhould arrive to. 
There are among us ſueh perſons as, on this ac- 
count, arc ſignally obliged. to divine Providenee. 
God hath put them into ſuch a way as neither they 
nor their parents cver projected. For, look as the 
flower - de- luce in the compaſs turns now this way, 
then that way, and never ceafes moving till it ſettle 
to the north point, juſt fo it is in our ſettlement in 
the world. A child is now deſigned for this, then 
for that, but at laſt ſettles in that way of employ- 
ment which Providence defigned bin to. How 
ſtrangely are things wheeled about by providence! 
Not whet we, or our parents, but what God deſign- 
ed, ſhall take place. Amos was very meanly em- 
ployed at firſt, but God deſigned him for a more 
honourable hd comfortable calling, Amos vii. 14, 
. 15. David followed the ewes, and likely never ratl- 
ed his thoughts to higher things in the days of his 


. FHE MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE. TY 
youth ; but God made him the royal ſhepherd of a 
better flock, Pſ. Ixxviii. 70, 71. Peter and An- 
drew were employed as fiſhermen, but Chriſt called 
them from that to an higher calling, Matt. iv. 18, 
19. to be fiſhers of men. Pareus, when he was 14 
years old, was, by the inſtigation of his _— 
ther, placed with an apothecary ; but Providence 
ſo wrought that he was taken off from that, and 
fitted for the miniſtry, wherein he became a fruit» 
ful and eminent inſtrument to the church. James 
Andreas was, by reaſon of his father's inability to 
keep him at {choal, deſigned for a carpenter ; but 
was afterwards, by the perſuaſion of friends, and 
aſſiſtance of the church ſtoek, ſent to Stugard, and 
thence to the Univerſity, and ſo arrived to a very 
eminent ſtation of ſervice in the church. A maſter 
builder, Occolampadius, was, by his father, deſign» 
ed for a merchant ; but. his mother, by earneſt en- 
treaties, prevailed to keep him at ſchool ; and this 
man was a bleſſed inſtrument in the reformation of 
religion, I might eaſily cite multitudes of ſuch in- 
ſtances, but a taſte may ſuffice. 14 
4. In ſecuring your eſtates from ruin, © Haſt 
thou not made an hedge about him, and all that he 
hath? Job. i. 10. This is the incloſure of Provi- 
dence, which ſecures to us what by its favour we 
acquire m the way of honeſt induſtry. | 
5. In making your calling ſufficient for you. It 
ways the prayer of Moſes for the tribe of Judah, 
Loet his hands be ſufficient for him,” Deut. xxxii. 
7. and it is no ſmall mercy if yours be ſo to you. 
Some there be that have work, but not ſtrength to 
go through with it ; others have ſtrength, but no 
employment for it : ſome have hands and work for 
them, but it is not ſufficient for them and theirs. 
If God bleſs your labours, ſo as to give you and 
yours necellary ſupports and comfort in the world 


y2 - _—- Droms c,,. on, | 
videnee, and with all thank 


dy it, it is a choice Pro 
tulncſs to be acknowledged. | 

If any that fear God ſhall complain, That altho 
they have a calling, yet it is an hard, laborious one, 
which takes up too much of their time,-which they 


anſwer, 


this to be the maſt ſuitable and. proper employment 
for you; and if you had more caſe and reſt, you 
might have more temptations than now you have. 


your daily labours, wherein you ſerve God, might 


you might have ſerved the devil. oh, 
2. Hereby it may be your health is the better 
preſerved, and natural refreſhments made the 


ſweeter to you. © The ſleep of a labouring man is. | 


Tweet to hun, whether he eat little or much : but 


the abundance of the rich will not ſuffer him to 


fleep.” Eccl. v. 12. 

3. And as to, the ſervice of God, if your. hearts. 
be ſpiritual, you may enjoy much communion with 
God in your very employments, and you have ſome 
Tarn. intervals and reſpites for that purpoſe; Have you 
== — Oe ſpare hours than you employ to that 
N end 

But all my labour will ſeareely ſaffice-to procure 
me and mine the neceſſaries of liſe. I am kept 


affliction. 85 ä 
Though the wiſdom of Providence hath ordered 
you a lower and poorer condition than others, yet 
conſider how many there be that are lower than 
you in the world; you have but little in the world, 
yet there are others who have leſs. Read the de- 
ſcription of thoſe perſons, Job. xxx. 4. Kc. If 


would gladly employ in other and better work, I 
I. It is likely the wiſdom of Providence foreſaw | 
cad hi. 


The ſtrength and time which is now taken up in 


\ ſhort and low to what others are; and this is a ſad 
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WGod hath given you but a ſmall portion of the world, 
et, if you be godly, he hath promiſed never to ſor- 
ſake you, Heb. iii. 5, n 
that condition for you which is really beſt for your 


Providence hath ordered 


eternal good. If you had more of the world than 
you have, your heads and hearts might not be able 
to manage it to your advantage. A ſmall boat 
mult have but « narrow ſail. You have not want- 


| ed hitherto the neceſſaries of life, and are command- 


cd, © having food and rayment,” (though none of 


che fineſt) © to be therewith content.” A little 


chat a righteous man hath, is better than the riches 


of many wicked,” Pſal. xxxvii. 16. better in the 
WE acquiſition, ſweeter in the fruition, and more com- 


ſortable in the account. 

Well then, if Providence hath ſo diſpoſed of you 
all that you can eat your own bread, and fo advan- 
tageoully direted ſome of you to employments that 
afford not only neceſſaries for yourſelves and fami- 
lies, but an overplus for works of merey to others, 
and all this brought about for you in a way you did 
not project, let God be owned and honoured in 
this providence. Will you not henceforth call him, 
My Father, the guide of my youth?” as it is, 
Jer. iii. 4. Surely it was the Lord that guided you 
to ſettle as you did in thoſe days of your youth: 
You recap at this day, and may to your laſt day, 
the fruits of thoſe early Providences in your youth. 

Now ſee that you walk anſwerably to the obliga- 
tions of Providence in this particular; and ſee to 
it in the ſear of God, that you abuſe not any of 
thoſe things to his diſhonour, which he hath 
wrought for your comfort. To prevent which I 
will here drop a few needful cautions, and ſhut up 
this particular. | 

Be not ſlothful and idle in your vocations. It is 


Faid Auguſtus built an Apragapolis, a city void of 
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"buſineſs; but I am ſure God never erefted an 
city, town, or family, to that end. The i 
to Adam, Gen. iii. 19, no doubt reaches all his po. 


upon Chriſtians, Rom. xii. 11. If you be negligent 
you cannot be innocent. And yet, 

Be not ſo intent upon your particular callings as 
to make them interfere with your general calling, 
Beware that you Toſe not your God in the crowd or 
hurry of earthly buſineſs. Mind that ſolemn warn- 
ing, But they that will be rich, fall into tempta- 
tion, and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurt- 
ful laſts, which drown men in deſtruction and perdi- 
tion,” x Tim. vi. 9. The inhabitants of Enoc, a iſ 
dry iſland near Athens, beſtowed much labour to 
draw in a river to water it, and make it fruitful; 
but when the ſluices were opened, the waters flow- 
ed ſo abundantly that it overflowed the iſland, and 
drowned the inhabitants. The application is obvi- 
ous. It was an excellent ſaying of Seneca, I do 
not give, but lend myſelf to buſineſs. 
Remember always that the ſucceſs of your eall- 
ings and earthly employments is by Divine bleſ- 
ſing, not human diligence alone, Thou ſhalt re- 
member the Lord thy God; for it is he that giveth 
the power to get wealth,” Deut. viii. 18. The 
devil himſelf was ſo far orthodox, as to acknow- 
ledge it: Haſt thou not made an hedge about him, 
and about his houſe, and about all that he hath on 
every ſide? Thou haſt bleſſed the work of his hands, 
&c.” Job i. 10. Recommend therefore your al- 
fairs to God by prayer: © Delight thyſelf alſo in 
the Lord, and he ſhall give thee 5 deſires of thine 
heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord; truſt alſo 
in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs,” Pf. xxxvii 
4, 5- and touch not with that which you cannot 
recommend to God by prayer for a bleſſing. 
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Be well ſatisfied in that ſtation and employment 
in which Providence hath placed you, and do not 
ſo much 8s wiſh yourſelves, in another. Let every 
man abide in the ſame calling wherem he was cal- 
led,” 1 Cor, vii. 20. Providence is wiſer than you, 
and you may be confident hath ſuited all things bet- 
ter to your eternal good than you could do, had 


you been left to your own option. 


* 


- 


THE SIXTH PERFORMANCE OF PROVIDENCE» 


VI. Thus you Tee the care which Providence 
hath had over you in your youth, in reſpect of that 
civil employment to which it guided us in thoſe 
days. | 

We will in the next place confider it as our guide. 
and the orderer of our relations for us. That Pro- 
vidence hath a ſpecial hand in this matter, is evi- 
dent both from ſcripture aſſertions and the acknow- 
ledgements of holy men, who in that great con- 
cernment of their lives have ſtill owned and acknow- 
ledged the direQing hand of Providence. Take an 
inſtance of both. The ſcripture plainly aſſerts the 
cominion of Providence over this affair: © A pru- 
dent wife is from the Lord,” Prov,” xix. 14. and 
* whoſo findeth a wife, findeth a good thing, and 
ebtaineth favour of the Lord,” Prov, xviii. 22. fo 
tor children, “Lo, children are an heritage of the 
Lord ; and the frait of the womb is his reward,” 
Pl. exxvii. 3. 

It hath ever been the practice of holy men to 
feek the Lord for direction and conneil when they 
have heen upon the change of their condition. No- 
doubt but Abraham's encouragement in that caſe 
was the fruit of prayer, Gen. xxiv. 7. His pious 
tervant allo, who was employed in that affair, did 
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both earneſtly ſeck coukcil of God, Gen. xxiv. 12. 
and thankfully acknowledged his gracious Provi- 


1 


dence in guiding it, verſes 26, 27. 

The ſame we may obſerve in children, the ſruit 
of marriage, 1 Sam. 1 20. and Luke 1. 13, 14. Now 
the Providence of God may be divers ways diſplay- 
ed for the engaging our hearts in Jove to the God 
of our mercies. 

(1.) There is very much of Providence ſeen in 
appointing the parties for each other. In this the 
Lord goes oftentimes beyond our thoughts and pro- 
jections; yea, and oftentimes croſſes men's deſires 
and deſigns fo their great advantage. 
they fancy, but what his infinite wiſdom judges 
beſt and moſt beneficial for them, takes place. 
Hence it is, that probabilities are ſo often daſhed, 
and things remote and utterly improbable are 
brought about by very ſtrange and anaccountable 
methods of Providence. 

(2.) There is much of Providence ſeen in the 
Harmony and agreeableneſs of tempers and diſpo- 
fitions; from whence a very great part of tranquil- 
ity and comforts of our lives reſult: or at leaſt, 
though natural tempers and educations did not ſo 
much harmonize before, yet they do ſo after they 
come under the ordinance of God, The two ſhall 
be one fleſh,” Gen. ii. 24. not one only in reſpect of 


God's inſtitution, but one in reſpect of love and af- 


fection, that thoſe who ſo lately were mere ſtrang- 
ers to each other are now endeared to a degree be- 
vond the neareſt relations in blood. © For this 
cauſe ſhall a man leave father and mother, and 
ſhall cleave to his wite, and they two ſhall be one 
fleſh.” | 


(3.) But Providence is particularly remarkable 


in making one inſtramental to the eternal good of 


the other. How knoweſt thou, O wife, but thou 


Not what 


\ 


Vs 12. 


rovi- 


fruit 
Now 
ſplay- 
> God 


den in 
is the 
pro- 
eſires 


what 


udges 
ace. 


ſhed, 


PHE MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE. 77 
mayeſt ſave thy huſband? or how knoweſt thou, 0 
man, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy wife?“ 1 Cor. 
vii. 16. Hence is that grave exhortation to the 
wives or unbelieving huſbands, 1 Pet. iii. I. to win 
them by their converſation, which ſhould be to 


them inſtead/ of an ordinance. 


Or if both be gracious, then what ſingular aſſiſt- 
ance and mutual help is hereby gained to the fur- 
therance of their eternal- good? While they hve 
together ** as heirs of the grace of life,” I Pet. Jil. 
7. O bleſſed Providenee-! that directed ſueh into 
{o intimate relation on earth, who ſhall inherit to- 
gether the common ſalvation in heaven * 

(A.) How much of Providence is ſeen in children, 
the fruit of marriage! To have any peſicrity in- 
the carth, and not be left altogether as a dry tree; 
to have comfort and joy in them, is a ſpecial Pro- 
vidence, importing a ſpecial mercy to us. To have 
the breaches repaireds which are made upon our 
families, is a Providence to be owned with a thank 
ful heart. When God ſhall ſay to a man, as he 
{peaks in another caſe to the church, The chil- 
eren-which thou ſhalt have after thou haſt loſt the 
other, ſhall ſay again in te gare, 52 gaabe w- row 
trait for. me,“ &c: II. xlix. 20. 75 

And theſe Providences will appear mere aſſect- 
ingly ſweet and lovely if you but compare its allot- 
ments to you with what it hath alloted to many 
others in the world. For, do but look abroad, and 
you ſhall find multitudes unequally yoked, to the 
imbittering of their lives, whoſe relations are clogs 
and hinderances both in temporals and ſpirituals ;: 
yea, we find an account in ſcripture of gracious 
perſons, a great part of whoſe comfort in this world 
bath been ſplit upon this rock. Abigail was a dif- 
creet and virtuous woman, but very unſuitably 
matched to a churliſh Nabal, ſee 1 Sam, xxv. 2 5. 
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What a temptation, to the neglect of a known duty, 
prevailed upon the renowned Moſes, by the means 
of Zipporah his wife? Exod. iv. 24, 25. David had 
his ſcoſſing Michal, 2 Sam. vi. 20. And patient 
Job no fmall addition to all his other aMliQtions 
from the wife of his hoſory, who ſhould have been a 
ſupport to him in the day of his troubles, Job xix, 
17. 

No doubt but God ſanctiſies ſach rods to his pes- 
ple's good. If Socrates knew how to improve his 
afflictions in his Zantippe to'the increaſe of his pa- 
tence, much more will they who converſe with God 
under all providences, whether ſweet or bitter. 
Neverthelels, this muſt be acknowledged to be a ſad 
ſtroke upon any perſon, and ſuch as mains them 
upon the working hand, by unfitting them for duty, 
1 Pet. iii. 7. and cuts off much of the comfort of 
life allo. | 

How many are there who never enjoy the com- 
fortable fruits of marriage, but are denied the ſight, 
or at leaſt the enjoyment of children? Thus faith 
the Lord, write this man childleſs,” &c. Jer. xxii. 
30. or, if they have children, yet cannot enjoy themj 
Though they bring up children, yet will I be 
reave them, that there ſhall not be a man leſt ;” 
Hoſ. ix. 12. who only bear for the grave, and have 
their expectations raiſed for a greater affliction to 
themſelves. 

And it is no rare or unuſual thing to ſee chil- 
dren and near relations the greateſt inſtruments of 
afflicton to their parents and friends: ſo that after 
all their other ſorrows and troubles in the world, 
neareſt relations bring up the rear of ſorrows, as 
one fpeaks, and prove greater gricfs than any o- 
ther. O how many parents have complained, with 
the tree in the fable, that their very hearts have 
been rived aſunder with thoſe wedges that were 
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cut out of their own bodies! What a grief was 


Eſau to Ifaac and Rebekah! Gen. xxvi. 34, 35: 


What a ſcourge were Ablalem and Amon to Da- 


vid! 


Well then, if God hath ſet the ſolitary in fami-- 
lies, as it is in Pſalm Ixviite- 6, built an houſe for 
the deſolate, given you comfortable relations, which 


are ſprings of daity comfort” and refreſhments to 
you, you are: upon many accounts engaged to walk 


anſwerably to theſe gracious Providences... And 
that you may underſtand wherein that decorum and 


agreeable comportment with theſe Providences con- 


fits, take up the. ſenſe of - your. duty in theſe brief 


hints. 


Aſeribe to God the glory of all thoſe Providential- 


works which yield you comfort. You ſee a wile, 


directing, governing Providence, which hath diſpoſ- 


ed and ordered all things beyond your own projec- 
tions and deſigns. 


come to paſs. Good Jacob, when God had made 
him the father of a family, admired | God in the 


merey : With my ſtaff (ſaid he) I paſſed over this 


Jordan, and now L am become two bands,” Geneſis 
xXxX11. 20. And how doth this merey humble and 
melt him! “ am not wort 


ed unto thy ſervant.” 


Be exact in diſcharging the duties of thoſe rela- 
tions which ſo gracious a Providence hath led you 
Abuſe not the effects of ſo much mercy and 
The Lord expects praiſe wherever 
This aggravated David's fin, . 
that he ſhould dare to abuſe ſo great love and 


into. 
love to you. 
you have comfort. 


H - 


„The way of man is not in 
himſelf, nor is it in him that walketh to direct his 
ſteps,” Jer. x: 23. Not what you projected, but 
what an higher council than your's determined, is 


| of the leaſt of all the: 
mercies and of all the truth which thou haſt ſhew-- 
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, mercy as God * _ him in his family. relation, 
2 Sam. X11, 75 8 
Improve — 24,968 to the end 8 deſign. 
ed them. Walk together as co-heirs of the grace of 
life; ſtudy to be l bleſſings to each other; ſo 
walk in your relations that the parting- day may be 
ect. Death will ſhortly break up the family; 
and then nothing but the ſenſe of duty diſcharged, 
or the neglects pardoned, will give comfort. 


THE SEVENTH PERFORMANCE OF PROVIDENCE, 


VII. You have heard how well Providence hath 
performed its part for you in planting you into fa- 
milies who once were ſolitary. Now let us, in the 
next place, view anather, gracious performance of 
Providence for us in as 4.08 proviſion, from time 
to time, for us and our ſamilies. I the rather put 
| theſe Providences together in this place becauſe 1 
ind the feripture doth ſo: *He ſetteth the poor on 
high from affliction, and maketh him fam lies like 
a flock,“ Pf. cvii. 41. | 
You know. the promiſes God hath made to his 
people: : © The young lions ſhall lack, and ſuffer 
hunger ; but they that ſcek the Lord ſhall not want 
any gcol thing,” Pſ. xxx1v.. 10. And have you 
not alſo ſeen the eonſtant performance: of it? Can- 
not you give the ſame anſwer, if the ſame queſtion 
were propounded to you. that the diſciples did, 
Since I ſent you forth, lacked ye any thing? and 
they ſaid, nothing,” Laks xxii. 35. Can you not, 
with Jacob, call him © the God that fed you all 
your lite long?“ Gen. xlviii. 15. Surely © he hath | 
given bread to them that fear him, and been ever 
"mindful of his covenant,” Pf, cxi. 5. 
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THE MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE. 9 

To diſplay this Providenee, we will conſider it 
in the following particulars: 11270 
1. The. aſſiduity and conſtancy of the care ef 
Providence for the ſaints: © His mercies are new 
every morning,” Lam. iii. 23. It is not the ſup- 


. ply of one or two preſſing needs, but all your wants, 


as they grow from day to day, thro” all your days: 


% The God that fed me all my life long,” Gen. 


xIviii. 15. The care of Providence runs parallel 
with the line of life. © Hearken unto me, © houte 
of Jacob, and all the remnant of the houſe of Iſrael, 
which are born by me from the belly, which are 
carried from the womb: and even to your old age. 
J am he, and even to hoary hairs will I carry you: 
T have made, and I will bear, even I will carry, 


*and will deliver you,” Ifa. xlvi. 3, 4. So that as 


God bid Tfrael “to remember from Shittim unto- 
Gilgal, that they might know the faithfulneſs of the 
Lord,” Micah vi. 5.. ſo would J perſuade thee, 
reader, to record-the ways of Providence, from firit 
to laſt, throughout the whole courſe to this day, 
that thou mayeſt fee what a God he hath been to 
thee. | 

2. The ſeaſonableneſs and. opportuneneſs of its 
proviſion for them; for fo runs the promiſe: 
„When the poor and needy ſeek water, and chere 
is none, and their tongue faileth for tharſt, I the 
Lord will hear them, I the God of Ifracl will not 
forſake them,” Iſaiah xli. 17. and ſo hath the per- 
formance of it been. This hath been made good 
to diſtreſſed faints ſometimes in a more ordinary 
way, God ſecretly bleſſing a little, and making it 
ſuficient for- us and ours. Job tells us of the 
ſeeret of God upon his tabernacle,” Job xxix. 4. i. e. 
his ſecret bleſſing is in their tabernacles, by reaſon 
whereof it is that they ſubſiſt; but it is in an unac- 
countable way that they do fo, Sometimes in an 


82 ' DIVINE CONDUCT ; on, 


extraordinary. way it breaks forth for: their ſupply; 
fo you find in 2 Kings xvii. 9, 10, &c.. The eruſe 
and barrel. fail not.. 

Mr. Samuel Clark, in the life of that painful and 
humble ſervant of Chriſt, Mr. John Fox, records a 
memorable inſtance of. Providence, and it is this: 
That towards the end of King Henry the Eighth's 
reign he went to London, where he quickly ſpent 
that little his friends had given them, or he had 
acquired by his own diligence, and began to be in 
great want. As he ſat one day in St. Paul's church, 
{pent with long faſting, his countenance thin, and. 
his eyes hollow, after the ghaſtly manner. of dying 
men, every once ſhunning a ſpectacle: of fo much 
horror, a perſon came to him whom he had never 
ſcen before, and thruſt an untold ſum of money in- 
to his hand, bidding him be of good cheer, and ac- 
. cept that ſmall giſt from his countryman, and that 
he ſhould make much of himſelf, . for: that within a 
few days new hopes were at hand, and a more cer- 
tain condition of livelihood. Three days after, the 
Ducheſs of Richmond ſent for him to live in her 
houſe, and be tutor to the Karl of Surrey's children, 
then under her care. 

Mr. Iſaac Ambroſe; a worthy divine, whoſe la- 
bours have made him acceptable to his generation, 
m his epiſtle to the Karl of Bedford, prefixed to his 
Laſt things;. gives a pregnant inſtance in his own 
caſe. His words are theſe: “ For mine own part, 
(ſaith he) however the Lord hath ſeen cauſe to give 
me but a poor pittance of outward things, for which 
I bleſs his name; yet in the income thereof J have 
many times obſerved ſo much of his peculiar Pro- 
vidence, that thereby they have been very much 
ſweetened, and my heart hath been raiſed to admire 
his grace. When of late under an hard diſpenſa- 
tion, (which I judge not meet to mention) wherein 
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I ſafſered conſcientioully, all ſtreams of wented ſup- 
plies being ſtopped, the waters of relief for myſelf 
and family did run low: I went to bed with ſome 


ſupply; 
he eruſe 


nful and ſtaggerings and doubtings of the fountain's letting 
cords a out itſelf for cur refreſhment ; but, ere I awoke in 
18 this: the morning, a letter was brought to my bed-ſide, 
1ghth's: which was ſigned by a choice friend, Mr. Anthony 
y Ipent | Aſh, which reported ſome unexpected breakings- 
he had out of God's goodneſs for my comfort. Theſe are 
0 be in {ome of his lines :---Your God, who hath given you 
chur ch, an heart thankfully to record your experiences of 
in, and. his goodneſs, doth rencw experiences for your en- 
f dying cuuragement. Now I ſhall report one which will 
o much raiſe your ſpirit toward the God of your mercies. 
I never Whkercupon he ſweetly concludes, One morſel of 
ney in. God's proviſion, eſpecially when it comes in unex- 
and ac- | peed, and upon prayer, when wants are moſt, will 
id that be more ſweet to ſpiritual reliſh than all ſormer en- 
ithin a joyments were.“ 
Pe cer. 3. The wiſdom of Providence in our proviſions. 
er, the And this is diſcovered in two things: Iſt, In pro- 
in her portioning the quantity, not ſatisfying our extrava- 
1dren, gant wiſhes, but anſwering our real needs; conſult- 
ing our wants, not our wantonneſs: My God 
fe la- ſhall ſupply all your wants,” Phil. iv. 19. and this 
ation, hath exactly ſuited the wiſhes of the beſt and wiſeſt 
to his men, who deſired no more at its hand. So Jacob, 
s OWN Gen. xxviit. 20. and Agur, Prov. xxx. 8, 9. Wiſe 
part, Providence conſiders our condition, as pilgrims and 
o give ſtrangers, and ſo allots the neceſſary proviſion that 
which is needſul for our paſſage home. It knows the miſ- 
have chievous influence of fulneſs and redundaricy upon 
Pro- moſt men, though ſanctified; and how apt it 1s to 
much make them remiſs and ſorgetful of God, Deut. vi. 
Imire 12. That their heart, like the moon, ſuffers an 
onla- eclipſe when it is at the full, and ſo ſuits and orders 


erein all to their beſt advantage, 2dly, Its wiſdom id 
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much diſcovered in the manner of diſpenſing our 
portion to us. At many times ſuffer our wants to 


pinch hard, and many fears to ariſe, out of deſign 
to magnify the care and love of God in the ſupply, 


we did 
obligat 
our du 
20. 


Deut. viii. 3. Providence ſo orders the caſe, that D -£ 
faith and prayer coming betwixt our wants and ertuo 
ſupplies, the goodneſs o God may be the more. | would 
magnified in our eyes thereby. pointr 
And now let. me beg you to conſider the good il pleaſa 
hand of Providence that hath provided for, and Pſal. 
ſuitably ſupplied you and yours all your days, and . 
never failed you hitherto ; and labour to walk ſuit- wil f 
ably to your experiences of ſuch mercics. In order D* 
whereunto, let me preſs a few ſuitable cautions up- Lon 
pon you. — 
Beware that you forget not the care and kindneſs — 
of Providence which your eyes have ſeen in fo | 2 ova 
many fruits and experiences thereof. It was God's a 
charge againſt Iſrael, That they ſoon forgat his 47 * 
wonderous works,” Pſal. evi. 3. A bad heart and * 
a ſlippery memory deprive men of the comfort of R 5 
many mercies, and defraud God of the glory due = 
for them. | Aan 
Do not diſtruſt Providence in future exigencies. Roe 
Thus they did, © Behold, he ſmote the rock, that. I T 
the waters guſhed out, and the ſtreams overflowed: b * 
can he give bread alſo? Can he provide fleſh for his 7 
people? Pſal. Ixxviii. 20. How unreaſonable and ey 
abſurd are theſe queries of unbelief, eſpecially aſter 
their eyes had ſeen the power of God in ſuch extra- T 
ordinary effects 
Do not murmur and regret under new ſtraits: V 
This is a vile temper ; and yet how incident to us, * 
when wants preſs hard upon us. Ah! did we but vhet 
rightly underftand what the demerit of fin is, we af 
would rather admire the bounty of God than com- Pros 
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we did but conſider that their lies upon God no 
obligation of juſtice or. gratitude to reward any of 
our duties, it would cure our murmurs, Gen. xxxii. 
20. | 
Do not ſhew the leaſt diſcontent at the lot and 
ortion Providence carves out to you. O that you 
would be well pleaſed and ſatisfied with all its ap- 
pointments : Say, “the lines are fallen upon me in 


W pleaſant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage,“ 


Pal. xvi. 6. Surely that is beſt for you which Pro- 


Do not negle& prayer when ſtraits befal you. 


W You ſce it is Providence diſpences all; you live 


upon it ; therefore apply yourſelves to God in the 


times of need. This is evidently included in the 


promiſe, Iſa. xli. 17. as well as expreſſed in the 
command, Phil. iv. 6. Remember God, and he will 
not forget you. 

Do not diſtrat your hearts with ſinful cares, 
Mat. vi. 25, 26. Conſider the ſowls of the air, 
ſaith Chriſt ; not the fowls at the door, that are 
daily fed by hand, but thoſe of the air, that know 
not where to have the next meal; and yet God 
provides for them. Remember your relation to 
Chriſt, and his engagements by promiſe to you, and 
by theſe things work your hearts to ſatisfaction and 
content with all the allotments of Providence. 


THE EIGHTH PERFORMANCE OF PROVIDENCE. 


VIII. The next great advantage and mercy the 
ſaints receive from the hand of Providence is in 
their preſervation from the ſnares and temptations 
of ſin, by its preventing care over them. That 
Providence wards off many a deadly ſtroke of temp- 
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tation, and puts by mortal thruſts which ſatan makes (no 
at our ſouls, is a truth as manifeſt as the light that then 
ſhineth. This is included in that promiſe, “God 5 
will with the temptation make a way to eſcape, with 
that ye may be able to bear it, 1 Cor. x. 13. Pro- a 
vidence gives an out- let for the ſoul's eſcape when gail 
it is ſhut up into the dangerous ſtraits of tempta. him 
tion. There are two eminent ways whereby the 8 
force and efficacy of temptation is broken in beliey. 6880 
ers. One is by the operation of internal grace, +2 
++ The ſpirit luſteth againſt the fleſh,” Gal. v. 17, 3 
ſo that ye cannot do the thing that ve would; i. e. to g 
ſantification gives ſin a miſcarrying womb after it "We 
hath conceiveth in the ſoul. The other way is by . 
the external working of Providence; and of this [ vi 
am here engaged to ſpeak. by N 
The Providence of God is the great obex and pad 
hinderance to a world of ſin, which elſe would good 
breas forth like an overflowing flood from our cor- Mr.” 
rupt natures. It prevents abundance of fin which Sg 
elſe wicked men would commit, Gen. xix. 11. The ACP 
| Sodomites were greedily purſuing their luſts; God recot 
providentially hindered it, by ſmiting them blind. wok 
Jeroboam intended to ſmite the prophet; P 1 ſhoul, 
dence interpoled, and whithered his arm, 1 Kings gold 
xiii. 4. Thus you ſec, when wicked men have con- ES 
trived, and are ready to execute their wickednels, avs 
Providence elaps on its manacles, * that their they 
hands cannot perform their enterprizes.“ Job v. 12. bas 
And ſo much corruption there remains on good 8 
men that they would certainly plunge themſelyès 80 
under much more guilt than they do if Providence 1 
did not take greater eare of them than they do ot TY Op 
themſelves ; for tho? they make conſcience of keep. 1 
ing themſelves, and daily watch their hearts and Ae 


ways, vet ſuch is the deceitfulneſs of fin, that, if 
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(more frequently than it doth) entangle and deſile 


them. And this it doth divers ways. 

Sometimes by ſtirring up others to interpoſe 
with ſcaſonable "councils, which effectually diſſuade 
them from 
gail meets David in the nick of time, and diſſuades 
him from his evil purpoſe, 1 Sam. xxVv. 34. 

Sometimes by hindering the means and inſtru: 
ments, whereby the evil 1t{elf-1s 
when good Jehefaphet had joined himſelf with that 


wicked king Ahaziah to build fhips at Ezion-Gaber 
to go to Tarſhiſh, God prevents the deſign, by - 
breaking the ſhips with a ſtorm, as you read in 


2 Chron. xx. 35, 36, 37. | 
We find alſo in the Life of Mr. Bolton, written 
by Mr. Bagſhaw, that, while he was in Oxford, he 


had familiar acquaintance with Mr. Anderton, a 


good {cholar, but a ſtrong Papiſt, who knowing 
Mr. Bolton's good parts, and percerving that he 
was in ſome outward wants, took this advantage, 


and uſed many arguments to. perſuade him to be 


reconciled to the church of Rome, and to go over 


with him to the Engliſh ſeminary, aſſuring him he | 


ſhould be furniſhed with all neceflaries, and have 
gold enough. Mr. Bolton being at that time poor 


in mind and purſe, accepted the motion, and the 


day and place were appointed in Lancaſhire, where 
they ſhould meet and take ſhipping, and be gone : 
On Mr. Anderton came not, and ſo he eſcaped the 
vare. | 
Sometimes by layihg ſome ſtrong afflictions up- 
on the body, to prevent a worſe evil; and this is 
the meaning of, „ I will hedge up her way-with 
thorns,” Hoſea ii. 6. Thus Baſil was a- long time 
exerciſed with a violent head- ach, which (as he ob- 
ſerved) was uſed by Providence to prevent luſt 
Paul had a thorn in the fleſh, a meſſenger of ſatan 
; | 


ſecuting an evil deſign. Thus Abi- 


/ 


prevented. Thus, 


- 
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* 


= DIVINE CONDUCT ; OR, 
ſent to buffet him; and this affliction, whatever it 
was, was ordained to prevent pride in him, 2 Cor. 
7: 


better information of their minds at the ſacred ora- 
cles of God. Thus, when ſinful motions began to 
riſe in David's mind from the proſperity of the 
wicked, and his own afflicted ſtate,, and grew to that 
height that he began to think all he had done in 
the way of religion was little better than loſt 1a- 
bour ; he 1s ſet right again, and the temptation diſ- 
ſolved, by going into the ſanctuary, where God 
ſhewed him how to take new meafures of perſons 
and things; to judge them by their ends and iſſues, 


not their preſent appearance, Pſal. Ixxiii. 12, 


13. I7. 

3 ſometimes the Providence of God prevents 
che ſins of his people by removing them out of the 
way of temptations by death; and ſo we may un- 
derſtand this text: The righteous is taken away 
from the evil to come,” Ha. lvii. 1. the evil of fin 
as well as ſufferings. When the Lord ſees his 
people low-ſ{pirited, and not able to grapple with 
ftrong trials and temptations which are drawing 
on, it is with reſpect to them a merciful Providence 
to be diſbanded by death, and ſet out of harms- 
way. 

Now conſider and admire the Providence of God, 
O ye laints, who hath had more eare of your ſouls 
than ever ye had of them! Had not the Provi- 
derice of God thus wrought for you in a way of 
prevention, it may be you had this day been ſo 
many Magor Miſſabibs. How was the heart of 
David melted under that preventing Providence 
before mentioned in 1 Sam. xxv. 34. he bleſſed the 
Lord, the inſtrument, and the council by which his 
Joy] was preſerved from ſin. Do but ſeriouſly be- 


Sometimes lin is prevented in the ſaipts by the 
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think yourſelves of a few particulars about this 
eaſe: As, | 

1. How your corrupt natures have often impetu- 
oully hurried you on towards fin, ſo that all the in- 
herent grace you had could not withſtand its force, 
if Providence had not prevented it in ſome ſuch 


method as you have heard. Every man is tempt- 
ed when he is drawn away of his own luſts, and in- 


ticed,” James 1. 14. You found ycurlelves but 
feathers in the wind of temptation. 8 

2. How near you have been brought to the brink 
of ſin; and yet ſaved by a merciful hand of Provie 
dence! May you not ſay, © I was almoſt in the 
midſt of all evils,” Prov. v. 14; or, My feet 
were almoſt gone, my ſteps had well nigh flipped,““ 
Pſal. tsxiii. 2. O mereiſul Providence ! that ſtept 
in ſo opportunely to your rehet. 

3- How many have been fuffered to fall: by the 
hand of temptations, to the reproach. of religion, 
and wounding of their own conſeiences to that de- 
gree that they have never recoverec former peace 
again, but lived in the world devoid of comfort to 
their dying-day ! e 
4. How woeſul. would your caſe have been if the 
Lord had not mercifully ſaved you ſrom many thou- 
ſand temptations which have aſſaulted you! I tell 
you, you cannot eſtimate the mercies you poſſeſs by 
means of ſuch Providences. Are your names {ſweet 
and your conſciences peaceſul! Two mercies as 
dear to you as your two eyes. Why ſurely you owe 
them, if not wholly, yet in a great meaſure, to the 


aids and aſſiſtances Providence hath given you all 


along the way you have paſſed through the danger- 


ous tempting world to this day. 

Walk therefore ſuitably to this obligation of 
Providence alſo, and ſee that you thankfully own it. 
Do not impute your eſcapes from fin to accidents, 

| 12 
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or to your. own. watchfalneſs or wiſdom; yet ſee 

that you tempt not providence, on the other hand, 
by an wregular reliance upon its ear over you, 
without taking all due regard of yourſelves. © Keep 
yourſelves. in the love of God,” Jude 21. ..* Keep 
your hearts with all diligence,” Prov. iv. 23. Tho“ 


Providence keep you, yet it is in the way of your 


OW 


o 
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IX. Thus you ſee what eare Providence hath 
had over your fouls, in preventing the ſpiritual 
dangers and miſerics that elſe would have befallen 


you in the way of temptations. I will ſhew you, in 


the next place, that it hath been no leſs careful for 
your bodies, and with how great tenderneſs it hath 


carried. them in its arms through innumerable ha- 


zards and dangers alſo. Thou keepeſt me as the 
apple of thine eyc*, Pſal. xvii. 8. He is called 
* the Keeper of Iſrael, that never ſlumbereth nor 
lleepeth, Pfal. exxi. 4. © the Preſerver of Men,” 
Job vii. 20. 

To diſplay the glory of this Providence before 
you, let us take into conſideration the perils into. 
which the beſt of men ſometimes fall, and the ways 


and means by which Providence preſerves them in, 


thoſe dangers. 


— 


— 
—_— — — 


* The eye hath fre en to 1 it . 
danger. The firſt is Iike a ſpider*s web; the ſecond 
is like a net; the third is like a berry; the fourth 


is like a horn; and the fifth is the cover or lid of 


the eye. Here is guard upon guard, reſembling 


ide various ways which Providence hath to ſecure 


us from ruin. 
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There are manifold hazards into which we are 
often caſt in this world. The apoſtle Paul gives us 
a general account of his dangers in 2 Cor. xi. 26. 
And how great a wonder is it that our life hath 
not been extinguiſhed in ſome of thoſe dangers we 
have been in! For have not ſome of us fallen, and 
that often, into very dangerous ſickneſſes and dif- 
caſes, in-which we have approached to the brink of 
the grave? I doubt not but we have, or might have 
{aid with Hezekiah,. „I ſaid in the cutting off my 
days, I ſhall go to the gates of the grave: I am de- 
prived of the reſidue of my years,” Iſa. xxxviii. 10. 
Have we not often had the ſentence of death in our- 
felves ; and our bodies at that time been like a: 
leaky ſhip in a ſtorm, that hath taken in water on 
every ſide, till it was ready to ſink ? Yet God hath 
preſerved, carcened, and launched us out again as 
well as ever. Oh! what a wonder is it taht ſuch 
a crazy body ſhould be preſerved for ſo many years, 
and ſurvive ſo many dangers ! Surely it is not more 
admirable to ſee a venice glaſs paſs from hand to 
hand, in continual uſe, for forty or fifty years, and 
ſtill to remain whole, notwithſtanding the many 
knocks and falls it hath had,- If you enjoy health, 
or recover out of ſiekneſſes, it is becauſe © he puts: 
none of theſe diſeaſes upon thee,” or becauſe he is 
« the Lord thy phyſician,” Exod.-xv. 26. 

How many deadly dangers hath his hand refcued. 
ſome of you from, in thoſe years of confuſion and 
public calamity, when the ſword was bathed in 
blood and made horrid ſlaughter, when, it may be, 
your lives were often given you fer a prey? This 
David put a ſpecial remark upon: O God the 
Lord, the firength of my ſalvation, thou haſt co- 
vered my head in the day of battle,“ Pfal. cxl. 7. 

Reza being in France in the firſt civil war, and 
there toſſed up and down for twenty-two months, | 
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recorded ſix hundred deliverances from. dangers. im 
that ſpace, for which be ſolemnly gave God thanks. 


in his laſt teſtament, If the ſword deſtroyed you. 


not, it was becauſe God did not give it a. commiſ- 
ſion ſo to do. 

Many of you. have ſeen wonders of ſalvation up- 
on the deeps, where the band of God hath been 
fignally ſtretched. forth for your reſcue and delive- 


| Tance., This is elegantly expreſſed in Pſal. cvit. 


2.3, 24, &c. concerning which you may ſayin a 
proper ſenſe what the Pſalmiſt doth metaphorically, 
If it had not been the Lord who was on our fide, 
then the waters had overwhelmed us, the ſtream 
had gone over our ſoul,” Pſal. cxxiv. 1. 4. Te 
fee men that have ſpent ſo many years upon the 
ſeas, where your lives have continually hung in 
ſuſpenſe before you, attain to your years, when you 
could neither be reckoned among the living nor the 
dead, as ſeamen are not, O what cauſe have you ta 
adore your great Preſeryer ! Many thouſands of 
your- companions are gone down, and you are yet 
here to- praiſe the Lord among the living. You 
have bordered nearer to eternity all your days 
than others, and often been in imminent perils 
upon the ſeas. Surely ſuch, and ſo many ſalva» 


tions, call aloud upon you. for moſt thankful acknow 


ledgments. 


kind are more in number than the hairs of your 


faw, nor were made particularly ſenſible of; but, 
though we ſaw them not, our God did, and brought 
us out of danger before he brought us into fear. 


5 Some have been ſo remazkably evident to. us that 


To conclude: How Smarts hazards and ac-- 
eidents (the leaſt of which have cut off others) hath. 


God carried us all through + I think I may ſafely 
ſay that your privitive and poſitive mercies of this 


heads, Many thouſands: of theſe dangers we never 
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we cannot think or ſpeak of them to this day but 
our ſouls are freſhly affected with thoſe mercies. 

It is recorded of our famous Jewell, that, about. 
the beginning of Queen Mary's reign, the inquifi- 
tion taking hold of him in Oxford, he fled to Lon- 
don by night; but providentially loſing the road,, 
he eſcaped the inquiſitors who purſued him: bow 
ever, he fell that night into another imminent haz» 
ard of life, for wandering up and down in the ſnow, 
he fainted, and lay ſtarving in the way, panting and. 
labouring for life, at which time Mr. Latimer's ſer- 
vant found and ſaved him. 

It were eaſy to multiply examples in this kind, 
for hiſtories abound with. them ; but I think there: 
are few of us but. are abundantly furniſhed out of 
our own experience; ſo that I ſhall rather chooſe 
to preſs home the ſenſe of thoſe Providenees upon 
you, in order to a ſuitable return to- the God of 
your mercies fox them, than add more inſtances of 
this kind. To this purpoſe, I deſire you ſerioully 
to weigh the following particulars. 

Conſider what you owe to Providence for your 
protection, by which your life hath been protracted 
unto this day, with the uſefulneſs and comfort there · 
of. Look abroad in the world, and you may daily 
ſee ſome in every place who are objects of pity, 
bereaved by ſad accidents of all the comforts of 
life, whilſt, in the mean time, Providenee hath ten- 
derly preſerved you, keeping all your bones, ſo 
that not one of them is broken,” Pſal; xxxiv. 20. 
Is not the elegant and eomely ſtructure of thy body 
ſpoiled, thy members diſtorted, or made ſo many 
leats of torment, the uſefulneſs of any part depriv- 
ed? Why, this is becauſe Providence never quit- 
ted its hand of thee fince thou cameſt out of the 
womb, but with a watchful eye and tender hand. 
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hath guarded thee in every place, and kept thee as 


its charge. 

Conſider how every member which hath been ſo 
tenderly kept hath, nevertheleſs, been an inſtru- 
ments of ſin againſt the Lord, and that not only in 
the days of your unregeneracy,. when “ye yielded 

our members as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs 
unto fin,” Rom. vi. I, 3. but even ſince you gave 
them up in covenant unto the Lord as dedicated 
inſtruments to his ſervice; and yet how tender hath 
Providence been over them! You have often pro- 
voked him to afflict you in every part, and lay 
penal evil upon every member that hath been in- 
ſtrumental in moral evil; but © how great have 
his compaſſions been towards you, and. his patience. 
admirable ! 

Conſider what is the aim of Providence im the 
tender care it hath manifeſted for you. Why doth: 
it protect you ſo aſſiduouſly, and ſuffer no evil to 
befal you? Is it not that you ſhould employ your 
badies for God, and cheerfully apply yourſelves to 
that ſervice he hath called you to ? Doubtlefs this: 
is the end and level of theſe mercies ; for to what 
other purpoſe are they afforded you? ' Your bodies 


are a part of Chriſt's purchaſe, as well as your” 


ſouls, 1 Cor. vi. 19. they are committed to the 
charge and tutelage of angels, Heb. i. 14. who have: 
performed many ſervices: for them. They are de- 
dicated by yourſelves to the Lord, and that upon 
the higheſt account, Rom. xii. 1. They have al- 
ready Veen the ſubjets of manifold mercies in this 
world, Pſal. xxxv. 10. and ſhall partake of ſingular 
glory and happineſs in the world to come, Phil. iii. 
21. And fIfall they not then be employed, yea, 
cheerfully worn out in his ſervice? How reaſon- 


able is it they ſhould be ſo! Why are they ſo ten- 
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derly preſerved by God, if they muſt not be uſed 
for Ged? a 


THE TENTH PERFORMANCE OF PROVEDENEE. 


X. You have heard many and great things per- 
formed for you by Divine Providenec in the former 
particulars ; but there is an eminent favour it be- 
ſtows on the ſaints which hath not yet been conſider- 
ed, and indeed 1s too little minded by us, and that 
is, the aid and aſſiſtance it gives the people of God 
in the great work of mortification. 

Mortification of our ſinful affections and paſſions 
is the ons half of our ſanctification; “ dead indeed 
unto ſin, but alive unto God,” Rom. vi. 11. 

It is the great evidence of our intereſt in Chriſt, 
Sec Gal. v. 24. Rom. vi. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. | 

Ic is our ſafety in the hour of temptation. The 
corruptions in the world are through luſt, 2 Pet. 
4 

Our inſtrumental fitneſs for ſervice depends much 
upon it, 2 Tim. ji. 21. John xv. 2. How great a 
ſervice to our ſouls therefore muſt that be by which 
this bleſſed work is contiued upon them ! 

Now there are two means or inſtruments em- 
ployed in this work. The ſpirit, who effects it 
internally, Rom. viii. 13. and Providence, which 
aſſiſts it externally. The ſpirit indeed is the prin- 
cipal agent, upon whoſe operation the ſucceſs of 
this work depends; and all the Providences in the 
world can never effect it without him. But theſe 
are ſecondary and ſubordinate means, which, by the 
blefling of the ſpirit upon them, have a great ſtroke 


in the work. How they are ſo ſerviceable to this 


end and purpoſe, I ſhall open in the following ac · 
count: | 
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The moſt wiſe God orders the diſpenſatiom of 
Providence in a bleſſed ſubordination to the work 
of his ſpirit. There is a ſweet harmony betwixt 
them in their diſtint workings. They all meet in 
that one bleſſed iſſue which God hath by the council 
of his will direted them to, Epheſians i. 11. and 
Rom. viii. 28. Hence it is that the ſpirit is faid 
to be in, and orders the motions of the wheels of 


Providence, Ezek. i. 20. and ſo they move together 


by conſent. Now, one great part of the ſpirits 
internal work being to deſtroy fin in the people of 
God, ſee how conformable to his deſign external 
Providences are ſteered and ordered m the following 
particulars : 

I. There is in all the regenerate a ſtrong propen- 
ſion and inclination to fin, and in that lies a principal 
part of the power of fin. Of this Paul ſadly com- 
plains : © But I ſee another law in my members, 
warring againſt the law of my nan and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of ſin, which is in my 
members,” Rom. vii. 23. And every believer” 
daily finds it to Eis grief. O it is hard to forbear” 
thoſe things that grieve God! God hath made an 
hedge about us, and ſenced us againſt ſin by his 
laws; but there is a proneneſs in nature to break 
over the hedge, and that againſt the very reluQa-- 
tions of the ſpirit of God in us. Now ſee, in this 
caſe, the concurrence and aſſiſtance of Providence 
ſor the prevention of ſin ; look, as the ſpirit inter- 
nally reſiſts thoſe ſinful inclinations, ſo Providenee 
externally lays bars and blocks in our way to hinder 
and prevent ſin. There is many a bodily diſtemper 
inflited on this very ſcore, to be a clog to fin; Oh! 
bear them patiently upon this conſideration. 

A queſtion may be moved here, Whether it he 
the genius and property of a gracious ſpirit to for- 


bear ſin becauſe of the rod of affiiction ? ? They have 


- 
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| Jardly higher motives and nobler principles than 


theſe. - This is the temper of a carnal and ſlaviſtt 
Jprrit. | TEES, 
l Indeed it is ſo when this is the ſole and principal 
reſtraint from ſin; when a. man abhors not fin be- 
eauſe of the intrinſic filth, but only becauſe of the 
troubleſome conſequences and effects. But this is 
vaſtly different from the caſe of the ſaints under 
ſanctified afflictions; for, as they have higher mo- 
tives and nobler principles, ſo they have lower and 
more ſenſible ones too; and theſe are, in their kind 
and place, very uſeful to them. Beſides, you muſt 
know that afflictions work in another way upon 
gracious hearts to reſtram them from ſin, or warn 
them. againſt ſin, than they do upon others. It is 
not ſo much the {mart of the rod which they feel, 
as the tokens of God's diſpleaſure, which affright 
and ſcare them. Thou reneweſt the witneſſes 
againſt me, &. Job x. 17. and this is that which 
principally affects them. O Lord, rebuke me 
not in thine anger, neither chaſten me in thy hot 
diſpleaſure,” Pſal. vi. 1. and OLord, correct me, 
but with judgment, not in thy anger, leſt thou 
bring me to nething,” Jer. x. 24. And ſurely this 
is no low and common argument. 

Notwithſtanding this double fence of God's com- 
mand and preventive afffictions, yet fin is too hard 
for the beſt of men; their corruptions carry them 
through all to ſin ; and when it is ſo, the ſpirit 
doth not only work mternally, but Providence alfo 
works externally, in order to their reduction. The 
ways of ſin are not only made bitter unto them b 
the remorſe of conſcience, but by thoſe afflictive 
rods upon the eutward man with which God alfo 
follows it; and in both theſe reſpects I find that 
place expounded, © Whofo breaketh an hedge, a 
4erpent ſhall bite them,” Eccleſ. x. 8. If, as ſome 
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_ expound it, the hedge be the law of God, then the 


ſerpent is the remorſe of conſcience, and the ſharp 
teeth of affliction, which he ſhall quickly feel, if he 
be one that belongs to God. 

The deſign and aim of theſe afflitive Providences 
is to purge and eleanſe them from that pollution 
into which temptations have plunged them, 4 By 
this ſhall the iniquity vf Jacob be purged, and this 
is all the fruit, to take away his fin,” Iſa. ,xxvii. g. 
and to the ſame purpoſe is this paſſage, © Before I 
was afflicted I went aſtray ; but now have I kept 
thy word,” Pſal. cxix. 67. Theſe afflitions have 
the Tame uſe and end to our ſouls that froſty wea- 
ther hath upon thoſe cloaths that are laid a-bleach- 


ing; they alter the hue, and make it whiter. «And 


ſome of them of underſtanding ſhall fall to try them, 
and to purge. and to make them white,” Dan. x. 35. 

And here it may be queried upon what account 
afflictions are ſaid to purge away the iniquities of 
the ſaints. Is it not unwarrantable and very diſho- 
Hourable to Chriſt, to attribute that to affliction 
which is the peculiar honour of his blood ? 

It 1s confeſſed that the blood of Chriſt is the only 
lavatory or fountain opened for ſin, and that no 
afflictions, how many, or ſtrong, qr continual ſoever 
they be, can in themſelves purge away the pollu- 
tion of ſin, as we ſee in wicked men, who are af. 
flicted and afflicted, and again afflicted, and yet fin» 
ful ; and the torments of hell, how extreme, uni- 
verſal, and continual ſoever they are, yer ſhall ne · 
ver fetch out the ſtain of one fin. 


Vet this hinders not but that a ſandified afflie- 


tion may, thro? the efficacy and virtue of Chriſt's 
blood, produce ſuch bleſſed effects upon the ſoul. 
Tho? a croſs, without a Chriſt, never did any man 
good, yet thouſands have been beholden to the croſs, 


as it hath wrought in the virtue of his death for | 
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their good; and this is the caſe of thoſe ſouls that 


this diſcourſe is concerned about. * 

We find the beſt hearts, if God beſtow any com- 
fortable enjoyment upon them, too apt to be over- 
heated ih their affections towards it, and to be too 
much taken up with theſe outward comforts. This 
alſo ſheweth the great power and ſtrength of ccr- 
ruption in the people of God, and muſt by ſome 
means or other be mortified in them. 

This was the caſe of Hezekiah ; his heart was 
too much affected with his treaſures, ſo that he 
could not hide a vain-glorious temper, as you find 
in Iſa. xxxix. 2; and ſo good David thought his 
mountain (i. e. his kingdom, and the ſplendor and 
glory of his preſent ſtate) had ſtood ſo faſt that it 
ſhould never be moved, Pal. xxx. 7. 


How did the ſame good man Kt out his heart 
and affe tions upon his beautiful ſon Abſalom ? as 


appears by the doleful lamentation he made at his 
death, prizing him above his own lite, which was 
a thouſand times more worth than he. | 

So Jonah, when God raiſed up a gourd for him 
to ſhelter him from the ſun, how exceſſively was ht 
taken with it, and was exceedingly glad of it ! 

But will God ſuffer things to he thus? Shall the 
creature purloin and draw away our affeQions from 
him ?, No, this is our corruption, and God will 
purge it. To this end he ſends forth Providence 
to ſmite thoſe creatures on which our affections are 


either inordinately or exceſſively placed, or elſe td: 


turn them into rods of chaſtiſement. | 
Is Hezekiah too much puffed up with his full 


exchequer ? Why thoſe very Babilonians to whom 


he boaſted of it ſhall empty it, and make a prey of 
it, Iſa. xxxix. 6. 

Is David hugging himſelf in a fond eonceit of 
the ſtability of his CN TOs Lo! how ſoon 
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God beclouds all! Pial. xxx. 7. Is Abſalom doted | 


on, and crept too fax into his good father's heart? 


This ſhall be the ſon of his lorrow, who ſhall ſeck * 


after his father's life. ; 

Is Jonah tranſported with his gourd? God will 
Prepare a worm to ſmite it, Jonah iv. 6, 7. 

How many huſbands, wives, and children, hath 
Providence ſmitten upon this very account? It 
might have ſpared them longer, if they had been 
loved more regularly and moderately. This hath 
blaſted many an eſtate and hopeful project, yet it is 
a merciful diſpenſation for our good. 

The ſtrength of our unmortified eorruption ſhews 
itſelf in our pride, and the ſwelling vanity of our 
hearts, when we have a name and eſteem among 
men, when we are applauded and honoured, when 
we are admired for any gift or excellency that is in 
us; this draws forth the pride, of the heart, and 
ſhews the vanity that is in it. So you read, © As 
the fining-pot for ſilver, and the furnace for gold, 
ſo is a man to his praiſe,” Prov. xxvii. 21; i. e. as 
the furnace will diſcover what droſs is in the metal 
when it is melted, ſo will praiſe and commendations 
diſcover what pride! is in the heart of him that re- 
ceives them. This made a goM man ſay, „He 
that praiſes me, wounds me.” And, what is more 
ſtrange, tlus corruption may be ſelt in the heart, 
even when the laſt breath is ready to expire. It 


was a ſaying of one of the German divines, when 
thoſe about him recounted for his encouragement 


the many ſervices he had done for God, auferte ignem 
(ſaich he) adbuc enim paleas habeo. « Take away 
the fire, for there is ſtill the chaſf of pride in me.” 
To erueify this corruption, Providence takes off 
the bridle of reſtraint from ungodly men, and ſome- 
tinies permits them to traduce the names of God's 


ſervants, as Shimei did David's. T8 they ſhall 
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fall into diſeſteem among their friends, as Paul did 
among the Corinthians ;- and all this to keep down 


the ſwelling of their ſpirits at the fenſe of thoſe ex=" 


cellencies that are in them; the deſign of thoſe 


Providences being nothing elfe, but to hide pride 


from man. Yea, it deſerves a ſpecial remark, that 
when ſome good men have been engaged in a pub- 
lic and eminent work, and have therein, it may be, 
too much ſought their own applauſe, God hath 
with-held uſual aſſiſtance at ſuch times from them, 
and cauſed them to faulter ſo in their work that 
they have come off with ſhame and pity at ſuch 
times, how ready and preſential ſoever they have 
been at other times. It were eaſy to give divers 
remarkable examples to confirm this obſervation. 


But ] paſs on. 


The corruption of the heart ſhews itſelf in raiſ- 
ing up great expectations to ourſclves from the 
creature, . and projecting abundance of felicity and 
contentment from ſome promiſing and hopeful en- 
joyments we have in the world. This we find to 
have been the caſe of holy Job in the days of his 
proſperity. © Then I faid, I thall die in my neſt, 
I ſhall multiply my days as the ſand,” Job xxvin. 
19. But how ſoon were all theſe expectations daſh- 


ed by a gloomy Providence that benighted him in, 
the noon-tide of his proſperity ! Yet all this was: 


for his good; to take of his heart more fully from 


ereature- expectations. We often find the beſt men 


to over-reckon themſelves in worldly things, and 
over - act their confidence about them. They that 


have great and well -· grounded expectations from 


heaven, may have too great and ungrounded expec- 


tations from the earth. But when it is ſo, it is 
very uſual for Providence to undermine their earth-' 
ly hopes, and convince them, by experience, how 
vain they are. Thus the people's hearts were in- 
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tently ſet upon proſperous Prov 1dences, fall har. 
veſts, and great increaſe; whilſt, in the mean-while, 
no regard was had to the worlbip of God, and the 
things of his houſe; therefore Providence blaſts 
their hopes, and brings them to little, Haggai ii. 9. 
Corruption diſcovers itſelf in dependence upon 
creature-comforts and ſenſible props. Oh! how 
apt are the beſt men to lean upon thoſe things, 
and ſay themſelves upon them! Thus did Ifrael 
ſtay themſelves upon Egypt as a feeble man would 
Jean upon his ſtaff ; but God ſuffered it both to fail 
them and wound them, Ezek. xxix. 6, 7, 8. So for 
ſingle perſons, how apt are they to depend upcn 
their {enfible fupports ? Thus we lean on our rela. 
tions, and the inward thoughts of cur hearts are, 
that they ſhall be to us ſo many ſprings of comfort 
to refreſh us throughout our lives; but God will 
ſhew us by his Providence cur miſtake and error in 
theſe things. Thus an buſband is ſmitten to draw 
the ſoul of a wile ncarcr to God in dependence upon 
him, 1. Tim. v. 5. So for children, we are apt to 
ſay of this or that child, as Lamech of Noah, 
„This ſame ſhall comfort us,“ Gen. v. 29; but the 
wind paſſes over thefe flowers and they are wither- 
ed, to teach us that our happineſs is not bound up 
in theſe enjoyments. So for our eſtates, when the 
world ſmiles upon us, and we have got a warm neſt, 
how do we propheſy of reſt and peace in thoſe ac- 
quiſitions, minding, with good Baruch, great things 
ſor ourſelves; but Providence, by a particular, or 
general calamity, overturns our projects, with a de- 
ſign to reduce our hearts from the creature to God, 
our dnly reſt. 
Corruption diſcovers its ſtrength in good men by 
their adherence to things below, and lothneſs to go 
hence. This often proceeds from the engaging 
enioy ments and pleaſant ſruitions we have here be- 
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low. Providence mortifies this inclination in the 
ſaints by killing thoſe enſnaring comforts before- 
hand, making all, or moſt of our pleaſant things, to 
die before us; by embittering this world to us with 
the troubles of it; and by making liſe undeſirable, 
through the pains and — we feel in the 
body, and ſo loſing our root, in order to our more 
eaſy fall by the fatal ſtroke. 

Thus J have fimiſhed the ſecond. * 
but, before I paſs from it, F cannot. but make a 
pauſe, and defire you, with me, to ſtand in an holy 


' amazement, and wonder at the dealings of God with 


ſuch poor. worms as we are! Surely God deals fa- 
miliarly with men! His condeſeenſions to his own 
clay are aſtonithing !. All that I ſhall note at preſent 
about it ſhall be under theſe three heads, wherein- 
I find the matter of my preſent mediations ſummed: 
up by the Pſalmiſt, Lord, what is man, that thou: 
takeſt knowledge of him? or the Son of man, that 


thou makeſt account of him? Pſal. exliv. 3. And 


in this ſeripture you have repreſented, 
The immenſe and tranſcendent greatneſs of 
God, who is infinitely above us and our thoughts: 
1 Canſt thou by ſearching find out God? Canſt thou 
find out the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high 
as heaven, what canſt thou do? deeper than hell, 
what canſt thou know? the meafure thereof is longs- 
er than the earth, and broader than the ſca,” Job 
xi. 7, 8, 9.. © The heaven, and heaven of heavens 
cannot contain him, 2 Chron. ii. 6. He is glo- 
rious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders,” 
Exod. xv. 11. When the ſcripture ſpeaks of him* 
comparatively, ſee how it expreſſes his greatneſs : 
« Behold the nations are as the drop of a bucket,; 
and are counted as the ſmall duſt of the balance:: 
behold he taketh up the iſles as a very little thing. 
And Lebanon is not ſufficient to burn, nor the beaſts: 
K 3 


TT : ĩſvꝛ—U — —U—ñ—ͤ—— — — 
2 


—  . 


104 DEVINE cewpver; on, 
thereof ſufficient for a burnt-offering. All nations 


before him are as nothing, and they are counted to 


him leſs than nothing and vanity,” Iſa. xl. 15, 16, 


17. When the holieſt men have addreſſed themſelves 


to. him, ſee with what humility and deep adoration 
they have ſpoken of him and to him! © Woe is me, 
for. I am undone, becauſe J am a man of unclean 
Ups, and I dwell in the midſt of a people of unclean. 
lips: for mine eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord 
of Hoſts,” Iſa. vi. 5. Nav, what reſpects the very 
angels of heaven have of that glorious majeſty, you 
may ſee in this ſcripture: © Each one had fix wings, 
with twain he covered his face, and with twain he. 
covered his fect, and with twain he did fly. And 
one cried unto another, and ſaid, Holy, holy, holy 


is the Lord of Hoſts ; the whole earth is full of 


his glory.“ 


The nend, vileneſs, and utter unworthineſs of 
man, yea, the holieſt and beſt of men, before God. 
4 Verily, every man, at his beſt eſtate, is altoge- 
ther vanity,“ Plak xxxix. 5. 
where you will, and every man, in his beſt eſtate, 
or ſtanding in his freſheſt glory, is not only vanity, 
but altogether vanity.. Col Adam col Hebel, every 


man is every vanity :. for do but conſider the beſt 


ef men. in their extraction, in their conſtitution, 
and in their outward. condition. 
In their extraction, ( by nature children of wrath, 


even as others,” Eph.. 11. 3. The blood that runs 


in our veins is as much tainted: as theirs in hell. 
Conſider them in their conftitution and natural 


temper, and it is no better; yea, in many a worſe- 


temper than in reprobates > and though grace de. 
poſe ſin in them from the throne, yet O what of- 
fenſive and God- prdvoking corruptions daily break 
out of the beſt hearts ! 


Conſider them in their outward condition and 


they are inferior, for the moſt part, to others, 1 Cyr. 


Every man, take: 
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j. 26, 27, 28, &c. © I thank thee, O Father, 
(faith Chriſt) that thou haſt hid theſe things from 
the wiſe and prudent, and. haſt revealed them unto- 
babes,” Matth. x1. 25. 
And now let us conſider and admire that ever: 
this great and bleſſed God ſhould be fo much con- 
cerned as you have heard he is in all his provi- 


dences, about ſuch vile, deſpicable worms as we 


are! He needs us not, but is perfectly bleſſed and 
happy in himſelf without us. We can add nothing 
to him. © Can a man be profitable to God?” Job 
xxli. 2. No; the holieſt of men add nothing to- 
him; yet ſee how great account he makes of us. 
For, | 

Doth not his eternal, electing love beſpeak the 
dear account he made of us? Eph. i. 4, 5. How 
ancient, how free, and how aſtoniſhing ts this ac 
of grace! This is that deſign which all Providenees. 
are in purſuit of, and will. not. reſt till they have; 
executed. 

Doth not the gift of his only Son out of his bo- 
ſom ſpeak this truth, that God makes great account 
of this vile thing, man? Never was man ſo magni- 
fied before. If David could ſay, When I conſi- 
der the heavens, the work of thy hands, the moon 
and the ſtars which thou haſt ordained, Lord, what 
is man?” Pſal. vii. 3; how much more may we 
ſay, when we conſider thy Son, that lay in thy bo- 
ſom, his infinite excellency, and unſpeakable- dear-- 
neſs to thee ; Lord, what is man, that ſuch a: Chriſt 
ſhould: be delivered to death for him? for him; and 
not for fallen angels? Heb. ii. 19; for him, when 
in a ſtate of enmity with God ?, Rom. v. 8. 

Doth not the aſſiduity of his Providential care 
for us ſpeak his eſteem of us? * Leſt any hurt it, F 


will keep it night and day. He withdraweth not 


tus eye from the righteous,” Iſa, xxvii. 3. Job xxxvi. 


106. DIVINE CONDUCT ;: ox, 


7. No, not a moment all. their days; for, if Re 
did, a thouſand miſchiefs in that moment would 


ruſh i in upon him and ruin him. 

Doth not the tenderneſs of his Providence ſpeak 
his eſteem of us? As one whom his mother com- 
forteth, ſo will I comfort you,” Iſa. IXvi. 13. He 


comforts his, by refreſhing Providences, as an in- 


dulgent mother her tender child. So Iſa. xxxi. 5. 
As birds fly to their neſts, when their young are 
in danger, fo he defends his. No tenderneſs in the 
creature can ade forth the tender bowels of the 
Creator. 


Doth not the variety of the ſruits of his Provi-. 


dence ſpeak it? It is a. fountain from which ſtream 
forth ſpiritual and temporal, ordinary and extraor- 
dinary, public and N mami, mercies with- 
out number. 

Doth not the miniſtration of angels in the Pro- 
vidential kingdom ſpeak it ? Are they not all mi- 
niſtering ſpirits ſent forth?“ Heb. i. &c. 


Doth not the Providence which this day calls us. 


to celebrate the memory of, heiponk the great ac- 
count God hath for his people ? O if not ſo, why 
had we not been given up as a prey to their teeth ? 


See Pſal. cxxiv. If the Lord had not been on our 
ſide, then wicked men, there compared to fire, wa- 
er, and wild beaſts, had devoured us. O bleſſed 


be God for that Providence that hath already 


brought forth more than ſeventy years liberty and 


peace in the church of God. I ſhall move in be- 


half of this Providence, that you would do by it as 


the Jews by their Purim; Eſth. ix. 27, 28, and the 
rather becauſe we ſeem now to be as near danger 
by the ſame enemy as ever ſince that time; and if 
fuch a mercy as this be forgotten, God may ſay, 


I will deliver you no more,” Judg. x. 13. 
Having proved the concernments of the people 


of ___ to be conducted by the care of 3 Pro- 
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ridence, and given various inſtances to ſhew what. 
inſtuence Providence hath upon thoſe intereſts and 
concerns of theirs among the reſt; we come, in the 
next place, to prove it to be the duty of the people 
of God to reflect upon theſe perſormances of Pro- 
vidence for them, at all times, but eſpecially in 
times of flraits and troubles. 1255 

This I will evidence to be your unqueſtionable 
duty by the following particulars : 

1. This is our duty, becauſe God hath expreſly 
commanded it, and called his people to make the 
moſt ſerious reflections and animadverſions upon 
his works, whether of mercy cr judgment. S0 
when that dreadfuleſt of all judgments was executed. 
upon his profeſſing people for their apoſtaly from 
God, and God had removed the ſymbols of his pre- 
ſence from among tbem, the reſt are bid to go, 1. e. 
by their meditations, (to fend at leaſt their thoughts) 
to Shiloh, and * ſee what God did to it,“ Jer. vii. 
12. So for mercies, God calls us to conſider and 
review them. Remember, O my people, from 
Shittim to Gilgal, that ye may know the faithful- 
neſs of the Lord,” Micah vi. 5; as if he had faid, 
If you refle& not upon that ſignal Providence, my 


faithſulneſs will be covered, and your unfaithfulneſs. 


diſcovered. So for God's works of Providence a- 
bout the creatures, we are called to conſider them, 
that we may prop up our faith by thoſe conſidera. 
tions for our own fupplies ; * conſider the fowls- 
and the lillies,“ Matth. vi. 28. 

2. It is plain that this is our duty, becauſe the 
negle@ of it is every where in ſcripture condemned 
as a fin. Fo be of an heedleſs, inobſervant temper, 
is very diſpleaſing to God; and ſo much appears 
from this ſcripture, © Lord, when thy hand is lift- 
ed up, they will not ſee,” Iſa. xxvi. 11. Nay it is 
2 ſin which God threatens and denounces woe a- 
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gainſt in his word, Pſal. xxvili. 4, 5, and Iſa. v. 
12, 13; yea, God not only threatens, but ſmites 
men with viſible judgments for this fin, Job xxxiv. 
26, 27. 

3. For this end and purpoſe it is that the Holy 
Ghoſt hath affixed thoſe notes of attention to the 


narrative of the works of Providence in ſcripture, 


all which invite and call men to a due and dear ob- 
ſervation of them, So it was in that great and ce- 
lebrated work of Providence in delivering Iſrael out 
of Egyptian bondage, you find a note of attention 
twice aſhxed to it, Exod. ili. 2, 9. So when that 
daring enemy, Rabſheka, (who put Hezekiah and 
all the people into ſuch a conſternation) was de- 
feated by Providence, there is a note of attention 
prefixed to it: * Behold, I will fend a blaſt upon 
him,” &c. 2 Kings xix. 7. So when God glorifies 
his wiſdom and power in delivering his people from 


their. enemies, and enſnaring them in the works of 


their-own hands, a double note of attention is af. 
fixed to that double work of Providence, Higgaion; 
Selah,” Pſal. ix. 16. So at the opening of every 
ſeal which contains a remarkable ſeries or branch 
of Providence, how particularly is attention com- 
manded to every one of them! © Come and ſee, 
eome and ſce,” Rey. vi. x, 2, 3, &c. All theſe are 
very uleleſs and ſuperfluous additions in ſcripture, 
if no ſuch duty lies upon us. See Pal. Ixvi. 5. 

4. Without due obſervation of the work of Pro- 
vidence, no praiſe can be rendered to God for any 
of them. Praiſe and thankſgiving for mercies de- 
pend upon this a& of obſervation of them, and can- 
not be performed without it. 
the narratives of God's. Providential care of men. 


To his people in ſtraits, verſes 4, 5, 6; to priſons 


ers in their bonds, verſes 10, 11, 12; to men that 


lie languiſhing upon beds of ſickneſs, verſes 17, 18, 


Pſalm cvii. is full of 
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19; to ſeamen upon the ſtormy ocean, ver. 23, &c. 
to men in times of famine, from verſe 33 to 40; 
yea his providence 1s diſplayed in all thoſe changes 
that fall out in the world, debaſing the high and 
exalting the low, verſes 40, 41; and at every para- 
graph men are ſtill called upon to praiſe God for 
each of theſe Providences ; but the ſubſequent verſe 
ſhews you what a neceſſary ingredient to that duty 
obſervation is: Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve 
theſe things ; even they ſhall underſtand the loving 
kindneſs of the Lord.” So that of neceflity God 
muſt be defrauded of his praiſe if this duty be ne- 
glected. 

5. Without this, we loſe the uſefulneſs and be- 
nefit of all the works of God for us or others, which 
would be an unſpeakable loſs indeed to us. This 
is the food our faith lives upon in days of diſtreſs. 
Thou breakeſt the heads of Leviathan in pieces, 
and gaveſt him to be meat to the people inhabiting 
the wilderneſs,” Pſal. Ixxiv. 14; that is, food to 
their faith. From Providences paſt, ſaints uſed to 
ague to freſh and new ones to come. Thus David 
expreſſes himſelf: © The Lord that delivered me 
out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of 
the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this 
Philiſtine,”” 1 Sam. xvii. 37. So Paul, Who hath 
delivered, and in whom alſo we truſt that he will 
yet deliver,” 2 Cor. 1. 10. If theſe be forgotten, 
or not conſidered, the hands of faith hang down. 
« How is it that ye do not remember, neither con- 
ſider ? Mat. xvi. 9. This is a topick from which 
the ſaints had uſed to draw their arguments in 
prayer for new mercies. So Moſes, when he prays 
for continued or new pardons for the people, he ar- 
gues from what was paſt, as thou haſt forgiven 
them from Egypt until now,” Num. xiv. 19; and 
lo the church argues for new Providences upon the 
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ſame ground Moſes pleaded for new pardons, Iſa. 
li. 9, 10. 

It is a vile ſlighting of God not to obſerve what 
of himſelf he manifeſts in his Providences ; for, in 
all Providences, eſpecially in fome, he comes nigh 
to us, He doth ſo in his judgments : will come 
nigh to you in judgment,” Mal. iii. 5, He comes 
nigh in mercies alſo: The Lord is nigh unto all 
them that call upon him,” &c. Pſal. exlv. 18; yea 
he is ſaid to viſit us by his Providence when he cor. 
rects, Hof. ix. 7, and when he ſaves and delivers, 
Pſal. evi. 4. Theſe viſitations of God preſerve our 
ſpirits, Job x. 12; and it is a wonderſul condeſeer. 
ſion in the great God to viſit us ſo oſten, © eve 
morning and every moment,” Job vii. 18. But 
not to take notice of it is a vile and brutiſh con- 
tempt of God, Iſa. i. 3, and Zeph. iii. 2. You 
would not do ſo by a man for whom you have any 
reſpet. It is the character of the wicked not to 
regard' God's favours or frowns. 

In a word, men can never order their addreſ. 
ſes to God in prayer, ſuitable to their conditions, 
without due obſervations of his Providences. Your 
Prayers are to be ſuitable to yonr conditions; ſome- 
times we are called to praiſe, ſometimes to damit 
ation. In the way of his judgments you are to 
wait for him, Iſa. xxvi. 8; to prepare to meet him, 
Zeph. ii. I, 2, and Amos iv. 12. Now your buſt 
neſs is to turn away his anger, which you ſee ap- 
proaching ; and ſometimes you are called to praiſe 
him for mercies received, Iſa. xit. x, 2, but then 
you muſt obſerve them. 

Thus you find the matter of David's Pſalms till 
varied according to the Providences that befel him; 
but an inobſervant, heedleſs ſpirit can never do it, 
Thus you have the grounds of the duty briefly re- 
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Let us next proceed to ſhew in what manner we 
are to reflect upon the performances of Providence 
for us. And certainly it is not every ſlight and 
tranſient glance, nor every cold, hiſtorical, unaffect- 
ing rehearſal or recognition of his Providence to- 
wards you, that will paſs with God for a diſcharge 
of this great duty. No, no, it is another manner 
of buſineſs than the moſt of men underſtand it to 
be. O that we were but acquainted with this heg- 
venly, ſpiritual exerciſe ! how ſweet would it make 
our lives ! how light would it make our burdens ! 
Ah! Sirs, you live eſtranged from the pleaſure of 
the Chriſtian life while you live in the ignorance 
and negle& of this duty. Now, to lead you up 
to this heavenly, ſweet, and profitable exerciſe, 
J will beg your attention to the following direc- 
tions: | 
Firſt Direction. Labour to get as ſull and tho- 
rough recognitions of the Providence of God about 
you, from firſt to laſt, as you are able. O fill your 
hearts with the thoughts of him and his ways! If 
a ſingle act of Providence be ſo raviſhing and tranſ- 
porting, what would many ſuch be, if they were 
preſented together in the view of the ſoul? If one 
ſtar be ſo beautiful to behold, what is a conſtella- 
tion? Let your reflection therefore upon the acts 
and workings of Providence for you be full exten- 


Let them be as extenſively full as may be. 
Search backward into all the performances of Pro- 
vidence throughout your lives; for ſo did Aſaph: 
„ will remember the works of the Lord: ſurely I 
will remember thy wonders of old: I will meditate 
of all thy works, and talk of all thy doings,” Pſal. 
Ixxvii. 11, 12. He laboured to recover and revive 
the ancient Providenee of God's mercies many years 
paſt, and ſuck a freſh A out of them by new 


112 DIVINE CONDUCT ; OR, 


heaven covered with clouds. So you may look 


ditate often upon it, and you ſhall ſee its inereaſing 
glory like that increaſing cloud, 


reviews of them. Ah! Sirs, let me tell you there 
is not ſuch a pleaſant hiſtory for you to read in all 
the world as the hiſtory of your own lives, if you 
would but fit down and record to yourſelves from 
the beginning hitherto what God hath been to you, 
and done for you; what ſignal manifeſtations and 


out- breakings of his mercy, faithfulneſs, and love, ſame 


there have been in all the conditions you have paſt hen 
through : if your hearts do not melt before you mic, 
have gone half through that hiſtory, they are hard given 
hearts indeed. My Father, the guide of my merc 


youth.” Tt 

Let them be as intenſively full as may be. Let us 1s 
not your thoughts ſwim like feathers upon the ſur- the n 
face of the waters, but ſink like lead to the bottom. m ge 


«© The works of the Lord are great, ſought out of 0 Dy 
them that have pleaſure therein, Pſal. cxi. 2. Not wing: 
that I think it feaſible to ſound the depth of Provi- i Co 
dence by our ſhort line, for “ thy way is in the Ita. 
Tea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy foot- filled 


ſteps are not known,” Pſal. Ixxvii. 19; but it is XXII 
our duty to dive as far as we can, and to admire poſcd 
the depth, when we cannot touch the bottom. It may 
1s in our viewing Providences, as it was with Eli- n q 
jalr's ſervant, when he looked out for rain, 1 Kings COND 
xvili. 44; he went out once, and viewed the hea- LI 


vens, and ſaw nothing; but the prophet bids him TC2AT 
go again aud again, and look upon the face of hea- negle 
ven ſeven times; and when he had done ſo, What whicl 
now, faith the prophet? „O now (ſaith he) I ſee a in th 
cloud riſing like a man's hand ;” and then, keeping the f 
his eye upon it intent, he fees the whole face of cauſe 


upon ſome Providences once and again, and ſee little 
or nothing in them; but look ſeven times, i. e. me- 
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There are divers things to be diſtinctly pondered: 


and valued in, one ſingle Providence before you can 
judge the amount and worth of it. The ſeaſonable- 
neſs of mercy may give it a very great value; when 
it ſhall be timed ſo oppertunely as may make it a 
thouſand-fold more conſiderable to you than the 
ſame mercy would have been at another time. Thus 
when our wants are ſuffered to grow to an extre- 
mity, and all viſible hopes fail, then to have relief 
given in, wonderfully enhances the price of ſuch a 
mercy, Ita. xli. 17, 18. 

The peculiar care and kindneſs of Providence to- 
us is a conſideration which exceedingly heightens- 
the mercy in itſelf, and endears it to us. So when 
in general calamities upon the world we are exempt- 
ell by the favour of Providence, covered undes its 
wings; when God ſhall call to us in evil days, 
Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers,” 
Iſa. xxvi. 19, 20; when ſuch promiles ſhall be ful- 
filled to us in times of want and famine, as in Pfal. 
XXXIIi. 18, 19; when others are abandoned and ex- 
poicd to miſery, who have every way as much, it 
may be much more viſible ſecurity againſt it, and 
yet they delivered up, and we ſaved : Oh! how en? 
caring are ſuch Providences ! Pfal. xci. 7, 8. 

The introduQiveneſs of a Providence is of ſpeeial 
regard and conſideration, and by no means to be. 
negleged by us. There are leading Providences;, 
which, how {light and trivial ſoever they may ſeem. 
m themſelves, yet in this reſpe& juſtly challenge. 
the firſt rank among Providential favours to us, be- 
cauſe they uſher in a multitude of other mercics, 
and draw a bleſſed train of happy conſequences af- 
ter them. Such a Providence was that of Jeſſe's. 
ſending David with proviſions to his brethren that: 
hy encamped in the army, 1 Sam. xvii. 17. And 
tus every Chriſtian may furniſh himſelf out of his; 
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own ſtock of experience, if he will -but refle& and 


conſider the place where he is, the relations that 
he hath, and the way by which he was led into 
them. | 

The inſtruments employed by Providence for 
you are of ſpecial conſideration ; and the finger of 
God is clearly ſeen by us when we purſue that me. 
ditation. For, 

Sometimes great mercies ſhall be conveyed to us 
by very improbable means, and more probable ones 
laid aſide. A ſtranger ſhall be ſtirred up to do that 
for you which your near relations in nature had no 
power or will to do for you. Jonathan, a mere 
ſtranger to David, clave eloſer to him, and was 
more friendly and uſeful to him, than his own bre- 
thren, who deſpiſed and {lighted him. Miniſters 
have found more kindneſs and reſpe& frem ſtran- 
gers than from their own people, who are more 
obliged to them. © A prophet (ſaith Chriſt) is not 
without honour, ſave in his own country, among 
his own kin, and in his own houſe,” Mark vi. 4. 

Sometimes by the hands of enemies as well as 
ſtrangers. _ © The earth helped the woman,” Rev. 
xii. 16. God hath bowed the hearts of many wick- 
ed men to ſhew great kindneſs to his people, Adds 
Xxviii. 2. 

Sometimes God makes uſe of inſtruments for 


good to his people who deſigned nothing but evil 


and miſchief to them. Thus Joſeph's brethren 


| were inſtrumental to his advancement in that very 


thing wherein they deſigned his ruin, Gen. 1. 20. 
The deſign and ſcope of Providence muſt not 
eſcape our thorough conſideration, what the aim 
and level of Providence is. And truly this, of all 
others, is the moſt warming and melting conſider- 
ation. You have the general account of the aim of 
all Providences in this {cripture : * And we know 


that all things work together for good, to then 
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that love God,“ Rom. viii. 28. A thouſand friend- 


ly hands are at work for them to promote and bring 
about their happineſs. Oh! this is enough to 
ſweeten the bitterneſs of Providence to us, that we 
know it ſhall turn to our ſalvation ! Phil. 1. 19. 

The reſpect and relation Providence bears to our 
prayers is of ſingular conſideration, and a moſt 
taking and ſweet meditation. Prayer honours Pro- 
vidence, and Providence honours prayer. Great no- 
tice is taken of this in ſcripture, Gen. xxiv. 45. 
Dan. ix. 20. Acts xii. 12. You have had the very 
petitions you. aſked of him. Providences have 
borne the very ſignatures of your prayers upon them. 
O how affectingly ſweet are ſuch mercies ! 

The ſecond direction. In all your obſervation of 
Providence have ſpecial reſpe& to that word of God: 
Thich is fulfilled and made good to you thereby. 

This is a clear truth, that all, Providences have 
relation to the written word. Thus Solomon in 
his prayer acknowledges that the promiſes and Pro- 
vidences of God went along ſtep by ſtep with his fa- 
ther David all his days ;. and: that his hand (put 
there for his Providence) had fulfilled whatever: his 
mouth had ſpoken, 1 Kings viii. 14. So Joſhua in 
like manner acknowledges, that not one good 
thing had failed of all the good things which. the 
Lord hath ſpoken,” Joſh. xxiii. 14. He had care- 
fully obſerved what relation the works of God had 
to kis word. He compared them together, and 
found an exact harmony; and ſo may you too, if 
you will compare them as he did. 

This I ſhall the more inſiſt upon, becauſe it is by 
ſome interpreters ſuppoſed to be the very ſcope of 
the text. For (as was noted in the explieation) they 
ſupply and fill the ſenſe with gu promiſit, the 
things which he hath promiſed; and ſo read the 
text thus, „ will cry unto God moſt high to» 

L 3 
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God who perſormeth the things he hath promiſed 
for me.“ : | 

Now, though I ſee no reaſon to limit the ſenſe ſo 
narrowly, yet it cannot be dented but this is an 
eſpecial part of its meaning. Let us therefore, in 
all our reviews of Providence, conſider what word 
of God, whether it be of threatening, caution, 
council, or promiſe, is at any time made good to us 
by his Providences. Hereby a two-fold excellent 

advantage will reſult to us. 
=. (8+) This will greatly confirm to us the truth of 

the ſcripture, when we ſhall ſee its truth ſo mani- 
| feſt in the events? Certainly had ſcripture no o- 
ther ſeal or atteſtation, this alone would be an an- 
ſwerable argument of its divinity. When men ſhall 
find, in all ages, the works of God wrought ſo ex- 
actly according to this model, that we may ſee ; as 
we have read, or heard, ſo have we ſeen. O how 
great a confirmation is here before our eyes! 

(2.) This will abundantly direct and inſtruct us 
in our preſent duties under all Providences. We 
thall know hereby what we have to do, and how to 
carry ourſelves under all changes of conditions. 
You can learn the voice and errand of the rod on- 
ly from the word, Pſal. xciv. 12. The word in- 
terprets the works of God. Providences in them- 
zclves are not a perfe& guide. They often puzzle 


and entangle our thoughts; but bring them to the 


word, and your duty will be quickly manifeſted, 
Until I went into the ſanctuary, then I under- 
ſtood their end,” Pſal. lxxiii. 16, 17 ; and, not on- 
ly their end, but his own duty, to be quiet in an 
afflicted condition, and not envy their proſperity. 
Well then, bring thoſe Providences you have paſt 
through, or are now under, to the word, and you 
will find yourſelves ſurrounded with a marvellous 


light, and ſec the verification of the ſcripture in 
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them. I ſhall therefore here appeal to your con- 
{ciencies whether you have not found theſe events 
of Providence falling out agreeable in all reſpects 
with the- word. | ; 

1. The word tells you that it is your wiſdom 
and intereſt to keep cloſe to its rules, and the du- 
ties it preſcribes, that the way of holineſs and obe- 
dience is the wiſeſt way; © this is your wiſdom,” 
Deut. iv. 5, 6. 

Now let the events of Providence ſpeak whether 
this be true or not. Certainly it will appear to- 
be ſo, whether we reſpe&t our preſent comfort or 
future happineſs, both which we may ſee daily ex- 
poſed by departure from duty, and ſecured by keep- 
ing cloſe to it. Let the queſtion be aſked of the 
drunkard, adulterer, or prophane ſwearer, when by 
ſin they have ruined body, ſoul, eſtate, and name, 
whether it be their wiſdom to walk in thoſe forbid- 
den paths after their own luſts? whether they had 
not better conſulted their own intereſt and comfort. 
in keeping within the bounds and limits of God's 
commands ? and they cannot but confeſs that this 
their way is their folly. © What fruit (faith the 
apoſtle) had ye in thoſe things whereof you are now 
aſhamed? for the end of thoſe things is death,” 
Rom. vi. 21. Doth not the Providence of God ve- 
rify upon them thoſe threatenings that are written, 
in the experience of all ages? all which woes and 
miſeries they eſcape that walk in God's ſtatutes. 
Look upon the ruined eſtates and bedies you may 
every where ſec, and bohold the truth of the ſerip- 
tures evidently made goed in theſe ſad Providences. 

2. The word tells you that your departure from 
the way of integrity and ſimplicity, to make uſe of. 
iinfal policies, ſhall never profit you, 1 Sam. xii. 21. 
Prov. Ws 5. | 
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Let the events of Providence ſpeak to this als, 
aſk your own experience, and you ſhall have a fall 
confirmation of this truth. Did you ever leave the 
way of ſimplicity and integrity, and uſe ſinful ſhifts 
to bring about your own deſigns, and. proſper in 
that way? Certainly God hath curſed all the ways 
of ſin; and whoſoever finds them to thrive with 
them, his people ſhall not. Iracl would not rely 
upon the Lord, but truſt in the ſhadow of Egypt; 
and what advantage had they by this ſinful pelicy ? 
See Ia. xxx. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. David uſcd a great 
deal of finful policy to cover his wicked fact; but 
did it proſper? See 2 Sam. Xii. 12, Sinful policies, 
in their firſt appearances, arc pleaſing and promi- 
ſing, in their management difficult, in their event 
ſad. Some by ſinful ways have gotten wealth; but 
chat ſcripture hath becn verified in their expert- 
ence, © Treaſures. of wickedneſs profit nothing,” 
Prov. x. 2. Either God hath. blown upon it by a 
ſecret curſe that it. hath done them no good, or 
given them ſuch diſquietneſs in their conſciences 
that they have been forced to vomit it up before 
they could find peace, Job xi. 13, 14, 15. 

That which David gave in charge to Solomon 
hath been found experimentally. true by thouſands, 
I Chron. xxii. 12, 13; that the true way to proſ- 
perity is to keep cloſe to the rule of the. world; 
and that the true reaſon why. men cammot proſper, 
is their forſaking that rule, 2 Chron. xxiv. 20. 

It is true, if God have a purpofe to deſtroy a man, 
he may y ſor a. time ſuffer him tq ſucceed and prol- 
E in his fin for his greater hardening, Job xii. 6. 

ut it is not ſo with thoſe. whom the Lord loves; 
their ſinful ſhifts ſhall never thrive with them. 

3. The word prokibits your truſt and confidence 
in the creature, even the greateſt and moſt power ul 
among Creatures, Pſal. cxlvi. 3; it tells us that it 
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is better to truſt in the Lord than in them, Pſal. 
exvili. 8. It forbids our confidence in thoſe crea- 
tures that are moſt nearly allied and related in the 
bonds of nature to us, Micah vii. 5. It curſeth 
the man that gives that reliance to the creature 


which is due to God, Jer. xvit. 5. 
Conſult the events of Providence in this caſe, and 


ſee whether the word be not verified therein! Did 


you ever lean upon an Egyptian reed and it did not 
break under you, and pierce as well as deceive you? 
O how oſten hath this been evident in our experi- 
ence! Whatſoever we have over- loved, idolized, 
and leaned upon, God hath from time to time bro- 
ken it, and made us to ſee the vanity of it; ſo that 
we find the readieſt courſe to be rid of our com- 
forts is to ſet our hearts inordinately or immode- 
rately upon them; ſor our God is a jealous God, 
and will not part with his glory to another. The 
world is full of examples of perſons deprived of 
their comforts, huſbands, wives, children, eſtates, 
&c. upon this account, and by this means. Hence 
it is, that ſo many graves are opened for the bury- 
ing of our idols out of our fight. If David ſay, 
„My mountain ſhall ſtand ſtrong, I ſhall not be 
moved ;” the next news he ſhall hear is of darkneſs 
and trouble, Pſal. xxx. 6, 7. O how true and 


faithful do we find theſe ſayings of God to be? 


Who cannot put to his ſeal, and ſay, thy words 
are truth? | 

4. The word aſſures us that ſin is the cauſe and 
inlet of affliction and ſorrow, and that there is an 
inſeparable connection betwixt them: © Be fure 
your ſin will find you out,” Numb. xxxii. 23. 1. e. 
the ſad effects and afflictions that follow it ſhall find 
you out. © If his ſons ſorſake my law, J will viſit 
their iniquities with rods,” Pſal. IXxxix. 30, &c. 


* 


120 pix CONDUCT 3 OR, 


Inquire now at the mouth of Providence whethey 
this be indeed ſo, according to the reports of the 
word? Aſk but your own experiences, and you 
ſhall find that juſt ſo Providence hath ordered it all 
along your way. When did you grow into a ſe- 
cure, vain, carnal frame, but you found ſome rouz- 
ing, ftartling Providence ſent to awaken you? 
When did you wound your conſctences with guilt, 
and God did not wound you for it in ſome or other 
of your beloved enjoyments ? Nay, fo ordinary is 
this with God, that, from the obſervations of their 
own frames and ways, many Chriſtians have fore- 
boded and preſaged troubles at hand. | 

I do not ſay that God never afflicts his people 
but for their fins ; for he may do it for their trial, 
I Pet. iv. 12; nor do I ſay, that God follows every 
fin with a rod; for who then ſhould "ſtand before 
him? Pſal. cxxx. 3; but this I ſay, that it is God's 
uſual way to viſit the fins of his people with rods 
of affliction, and this in mercy to their ſouls. U 
on this account it was that the rod of God was 
upon David, in a long ſucceſſion of troubles upon 
his kingdom and family, after that great prevarica- 
tion of his, 2 Sam. xii. 10. And if we could care- 
fully fearch out the ſeeds and principles of thoſe 
miſeries under which we or ours do groan, we ſhould 
find them to be our own turnings aſide from the 
Lord, according to Jer. ii. 19, and Jer. iv. 18. 


Have not all theſe cautions and threatenings of the. 


word been exactly fulfilled by Providence in your 
own experience? Who can but ſee the infallible 
truth of God in all that he hath threatened ? And 
no leſs evident is the truth of the promiſes to all 


that will obſerve how Providence makes them good 


every day to us ; for conſider, 
5. How great ſecurity God hath given to his 
people In the promiſes that no man thall loſe any 
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thing by ſelf-denial for his ſake. He hath told us, 
« Verily, I ſay unto you, there is no man that hath 
left houſe, or brethren, or ſiſters, or father, or mo- 
ther, or wife, or children, or lands for my ſake, and 
the goſpel's ; but he ſhall receive an hundred fold 
now in this time, houſes, and brethren, and ſiſters, 
and mothers, and children, and lands with perſecu- 
tions, and in the world to come eternal life,” Mark 
x. 29, 30. 

Though that vile apoſtate, Julian, derived this 
promiſe, yet thouſands and ten thouſands have ex- 
perienced it, and do at this day ſtand ready to ſet 
their ſeal to it. God hath made it good te his 
people, not only in ſpirituals, inward joy, and peace; 
but even in temporals alſo: inſtead of natural re- 
lations who took care for them before, hundreds of 
Chriſtians ſhall ſtand ready to aſſiſt and help them; 
ſo that though they have left all for Chriſt, yet 
they may ſay, with the apoſtle, © as having nothing, 
and yet poſtefling all things,” 2 Cor. vi. 10. O the 


admirable care and tenderneſs of Providence over 


thoſe that for conſ{cience-ſake have left all, and caſt 
themſelves upon its immediate care! Are there not 
at this day to be found many ſo provided for, even 
to the envy of their enemies, and their own admi- 
ration? Who ſees not the faithfulneſs of God in 
the promiſes that. hath but an Heart to truſt God 
in them? 

6. The word of promiſe aſſures us that whatever 
wants or ſtraits the ſaints fall into their God © will 
never leave them, nor forſake them,” Heb. xin. 55 
that he „will be with them in trouble,” Pſal. 
zei. I's. 

| Conſult the various Providences of your life in 
this point, and I doubt not but you will find the 
truth of theſe pramiſes as often confirmed as you 
have been in trouble. Aſk your own hearts, where, 


122 pvr CONDUCT ; OR, 


or when it was that your God ſorſook you, and lef: 1 
you to fink and periſh under your burdens ? I doubt fan 
not, but molt of you have been at one time or other fair 
plunged in difficulties, difficulties out of which you rod 
could ſee no way of eſcape by the eye of reaſon ; fan 


yea, ſuch, as it may be, ſtaggered your faith in the Pro 
promiſe, as David's was, when he ſaid, «I ſhall MW pro 
one day periſh by the hand of Saul,” Sam. xxvii. 1, wit 


“All men are lars,” even Samuel himſelf ; and rag 
yet, notwithſtanding all, we ſee him emerge out of WAI 
that ſea of trouble, and the promiſes made good in Go: 


every title to him. You may doubtleſs obſerve 
the like in your own caſes. Aſk your own ſouls 
the queſtion, and they will ſatisfy. it. Did God 
abandon and caſt you off in the day of your ftraits? 
* Certainly you muſt belie your own experience if 
you ſhould ſay ſo. It is true there have been ſome 
plunges and difficulties you have met with, wherein 
you could ſee no way of eſcape, but concluded you 
muſt periſh in them ; difficulties that have ſtaggered 
your faith in the promiſes, and made you doubt 
whether the fountain of All-ſuftciency would let 
out itſelf for your relief; yea, ſuch difficulties as 
have provoked you to murmuring and impatience, 
.and thereby provoked the Lord to forſake you in 
your ſtraits; but yet you ſee he did not. He hath 
either ſtrengthened your back to bear, or lightened 
your burden, or opened an unexpected door of el- 
cape, according to that promiſe, 1 Cor. x. 13, ſo 
that the evil which you feared came not upon you. 
7. You read, that the word of God is the only 
X ſupport and relief to a gracious ſoul in the dark day 
of affliction, Pſal. exix. 50, 92. 2 Sam. Kxili. 5. 
That for this very purpoſe it was written, Rom. 
xv. 4. No rules of moral prudence, no ſenſual re- 
medies can perform that for us which the word 
can do. 
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And is nat this a ſcaled truth, atteſted by a thou- 
fand of undeniable experiences? Hence haye the 
ſaints fetched their oordials when fainting under the 
rod. One word of God can do more than ten thou- 
ſnd words of men to relieve a diſtreſſed ſoul, IF. 
Providence have at any time direQed you to ſuch. 
promiſes as either aſſure you that the Lord will be 


with you in trouble, Pſal. xci. 15; or that encou- 


rage you from inward peace, to bear chearfully out- 
ward burdens, John xvi. 33 ; or ſatisfy you of 
God's tenderneſs and moderation in his dealings. 
with you, Iſa. xxvii. 8; or that you ſhall reap bleſ- 
ſed fruits from them, Rom. viii. 28 ; or that clear 
up your intereſt in God, and his love under your 

fflictions, 2 Sam. vii. 14; Oh! what ſenſible caſe . 
and relief enſues ! How light is your burden, com- 
pared with what at was before, 

8. The word tells us, that there is no fuch way 
to improve our eſtates as to lay them out with a 
chearful liberality for God; and that our with- 
holding our hands, when God and duty calls to di- 
tribute, will not be for our advantage. 

Conſult Providence now, and you ſhall find it, in 
all reſpects, according to the report of the word. 
O how true is the ſcripture-teſtimony herein! There 
are many thouſand witneſſes now living who can ſet 
their ſeals to both parts of this prepoſition. What 
men ſave (as they count ſaving) with one hand, 
Providence ſcatters by another hand; and what 
they ſcatter abroad with a liberal hand and ſingle 
eye for God, is ſurely repaid to them or theirs. 
Never did any man loſe by diſtributing for God. 
He that lends to the poor, fereratur Domino, (as 
ſome expound that text) puts his money to intereſt 
to the Lord. Some have obſerved how Providence 
hath doubled all they have laid out for God in ways 
unexpected to them. 
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The word aſſures us, that the beſt expedient for 
a man to ſettle his own intereſt in the conſciences 
and affections of men is to direct his ways ſo as to 
pleaſe the Lord, Prov. xvi. 7; and doth not Provi- 
dence confirm it? This the three Jews found by 
experience, Dan. iii. 28, 29; and ſo did Daniel, 
chap. vi. ver. 20, 21, 22. This kept up John's 
reputation in the conſcience of Herod, Mark vi. 20. 
So it fell out when Conſtantius made that explora- 
tory deeree; thoſe that were conſcientious were 
preferred, and thoſe that changed their religion, 
expelled. Never did any man loſe at laſt by his 
fidelity. 

| * The written word tells us, that the beſt ex- 
pedient to inward peace and tranquility of mind, 
under puzzling and deſtracting troubles, is to com- 
mit ourſelves and our caſe to the Lord ; fo you 
read, Pal. xxxvii. 5, 6, 7, and Prov. xvi. 3. 
And as you have read, in the word, ſo you have 
found it in your own experience. Oh! what a bur. 
den is off your ſhoulders when you have reſigned 
the caſe to God ! Then doth Providence iſſue your 
affairs comfortably for you. The difficulty is ſoon 
over when the heart is brought to this. 

Thus you ſee how ſeriptures are fulfilled by Pro- 
vidence in theſe few inſtances I have given of it. 
Compare them all in other caſes and you ſhall find 
the ſame ; for all the lines of Providence lead from 
the ſcripture, and return thither again, and do moſt 
"viſibly begin and end there. 

The fourth direction. In all your reviews and 
obſervations of Providence, be ſure that you eye 
God as the author or orderer of them all, Prov. 
111. 6. . 
In all the comfortable Providences of your lives 

eye God as the author or donor of them. Remem- 
ber he is the Father of meroies, that begets every 
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mercy for you; The God of all comfort,“ 2 Cor. 
i. 3, without whoſe order no mercy or comfort can 
come to your hand. And think it not enough thus 
to acknowledge him in a general way; but, when 
you receive mercies, take ſpecial notice of the fol- 
lowing particulars: "wh 

1. Eye the care of God for yon, 1 Pet. v. 7; 
he careth for you, your Father knows you have 
need of theſe things,” Matth. vi. 32. It is but to 
acquaint him what you want, and your wants are 
ſupplied, Phil. iv. 6; torture not yourſelves about 
it; you have a Father that cares for you. 


2. Eye the wiſdom of God, in the way of dif- 


penſing his mercies to you, how fuitably and how 


ſeaſonably they are ordered to your condition. 
When. one comfort is cut off and removed, another 
is raiſed up in its room. Thus Iſaac was comfort» 
ed in Rebekah after his mother's death, Gen. 
xxiv. 67. | 

3. Eye the free grace of God in them, yea, ſee 
riches of grace in every bequeſt of comfort to ſo 
vile and unworthy ereatures as you are. See your- 
ſelves over-topt by the leaſt of all your mercies, 
„J am not worthy of the leaſt,” Gen. XXIII. 10, 
laid Jacob, 

4. Eye the condeſcenſion of God to your requeſt 
for thoſe mercies, Pſak. xxxiv. 6. This is the 
ſweeteſt bit in any enjoyment, in which a man can 
ſenſibly reh{h and return the anſwer of his prayers; 
and greatly inflames the ſoul's love to God, Pſal. 
exvi. 1. 

5. Eye the deſign and end of God. in all your 
eomſorts. Know that it is not ſent to ſatisfy the 
eravings of your ſenſual appetite, but to quicken 
and enable you for a more cheartyl diſchirge of 
your duty, Deut. xxviii. 47- 
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6. Eye the way and method in which your mer. 
oies are conveyed to you. They all flow to you 
through the blood of Chrift and covenant of grace, 
1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. Mercies derive their {ſweetneſs 
From the channel through which they run to us. 

7. Eye the diſtinguiſhing goodneſs of God in all 


the comfortable enjoyments of your lives. How 


many thouſands better than you are denied thoſe 


comforts ? Sec Heb. xi. 37. 

8. Eye them all as comforts appointed to refreſh 
you in your way to far better and greater mercies 
than themſelves. The beſt mercies are ſtill reſer. 
ved till laſt, and all theſe are introductive to 
better. 

9. In all the fad aſlitive Providences that befal 


you, eye God as the author and orderer of them 


allo; for ſo he repreſents himſelf to us: Behold, 
I ereate evil, and devile a device againſt you,” Jer. 
xviii. II; and © Is there evil in the city, and the 
Lord hath not done it?“ Amos iii. 6. More par- 
ticularly, 

I. Set beſore you the ſovereignty of God. Eye 
him as a being infinitely ſuperior to you, at whole 
pleaſure you "and all vou have, is, Pſalm cxv. 3, 
Thich 1s the moſt concluſive reaſon and argument 
of ſubmiſſion, Pal. xlvi. 10; for if we, and all we 
have, proceed from his will, how equal is it that 
we be reſigned up to it? It is not many years ago 
fince we were not, and, when it pleaſed him to 
bring us upon the ſtage of action, we had no liberty 
af indenting with him on what terms we would 
come into the world; or, refuſe to be, except we 
might have our being on ſuch terms as we deſired, 
His ſovereignty is gloriouſly diſplayed in his eter- 
He might 
have put you into what rank of creatures he plea- 


fed. He might have made you the moſt deſpicable 
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wentures, worms or toads; or, if men, the moſt 

vile, abject, and miſerable among men; and when 

you had run through all the- miteries of this life, 

have damned you to eternity, made vou miſerable 

for ever, and all this without any wrong to you. 
And ſhall not this qe us under the common af- 

flitions of this life? 

2. Set the grace and goodneſs of God before you 
in all afflictive Providences. O fee him paſſing by 
you in the cloudy and dark day, proclaiming his 
name, The Lord, the Lord, merciful-atid gract- 
ous.” There are two ſorts of mereies that are ſel- 
dom cclipſed by the darkeſt affliction that befals tlie 
ſaints in their temporal concerns, viz. ſparing mer- 
ey in this world, and ſaving mercy in that to come. 
ſt is not ſo: bad. now as it might, and we deſerved 
it ſhould be, and it will be better hereafter- I his 
the church obſerved, and reaſoned herſelf quiet 
from it, Lam. iit. 22. Hath he taken ſome ?. he 
might have taken all. Are we affficted? It is mer- 
ey we are not deſtroyed. Oh! if we conſider what 
temporal mereies are yet ſpared, and what ſpiritual. 
mercies are beſtowed, and yet continue to us, we 
ſhall find cauſe to admire mercy rather than com- 
plain of ſeverity ! 

Eve the wiſdom of God in all your afflictions, 
behold it in the choice of the kind of your afflic-- 
tion, this, and not another; the time, now, and not 
at another ſeaſon; the degree, in this meaſure on- 
ly, and not in the greater; the ſupports: afforded. 
you under it, not left altogether helpleſs; the ifſue;, 
to which-it is over- ruled, it is to your good, not 
ruin. Look upon all theſe, and then aſk thy heart 
that queſtion God aſked Jonah, Doft thou well to- 
be angry?” Surely, when you confider all, what 
need vou had of thefe rods, that your corruptions* 
will require all this, it may be much more to mor- 
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tify them; that, without the periſhing of thek 
things, you might have periſhed for ever ; you will 
ſee great reaſon to be quiet and well ſatisfied under 
the hand of God. 3 
4. Set the faithfulneſs of the Lord before you 
under the {ſaddeſt Providences. So did David, Pfal. 
exix. 75. This is according to his covenant faith. 
fulneſs, Pſal. Ixxxix. 32. Hence it is that the Lord 
will not with-hold a rod when need requires it, 
2 Pet. 1. 6; nor will he forſake his people under 
the rod, when he inflicts it, 2 Cor. iv. g. 

Oh! what quietneſs will this breed! I ſee my 
God will not loſe my hoart, if a rod can prevent 
It; he had rather hear me groan here, than howl 
hereafter ; his love is judicious, not fond; he con- 
Tults my good rather than my caſe. 

5. Eye the all-ſufficiency of God in the day of 
affliction. See enough in him fill, whatever be 
gone. Here is the fountain ſtill as full as ever, 
though this or that pipe be cut off, which was wont 
to convey ſomewhat of it to me. O Chriſtians, 
cannot you make up any loſs this way? Cannot you 
ſee more in God than in any, or all the creature- 
comforts you have loſt ? With what eyes do you 
Jook upon God? 

6. Laſtly, Eye the immutability of God. Look 
on him as the rock of ages, the Father of lights, 
with whom 1s no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turn- 
ings,” James i. 17. Eye Jefus Chriſt as © the ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever.” Oh ! how quiet- 
ly will you then behave yourſelves under the ehan- 
ges of Providence! It may be, two or three days 
have made a ſad change in your condition; the 
death of a dear relation hath turned all things up- 
ſide down: that place is empty where lately they 
were, his place ſhall know him no more,” Job 
vii. 10. Well, but God is what he was, and where 


\ « * 
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of theſe he was; time ſhall make no change upon it; “ the 
you will aſs withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of 
ed under the Lord abideth for ever, Ifa. xl. 6, 7, 8. Oh! 

how compoſing are thoſe views of God to our [pirs 


fore you under dark Providences. 

id, Pal. The fifth direction. Laſtly, Work up your hearts 
nt faith. to thoſe frames, and exereiſe thoſe affections which 
he Lord the ſeveral Providences of God that are verſant 


about you call for, Eccl. vii. 24. Suit yourſelves 
to anſwer the deſign and end of God in all Provi- 
dences. As there are various affections planted in 
vour ſouls, ſo are there ſeveral graces planted in 
thoſe afſections, and ſeveral Providences appointed 
to aw forth and exerciſe theſe graces. 

. When the Providences of God are ſad, and 
aflitive either upon the church in general, or your 
families and perſons in particular, then it is ſeafon- 
able for you to exerciſe godly ſorrow and humility 
of ſpirit ; for in that day, and by thoſe Providen- 
ces, God doth call to it, Iſa. xxii. 12. Micah vi. 9. 
Now ſenſitive pleaſure and natural joy is out of 
ſeaſon, ** ſhould we then make mirth ?”? Ezek; xxi. 
10. If there be either a filial ſpirit in us, we can- 
not be light and vain when our Father is angry; 
or if any real ſenſe of the evil of fin, which pro- 
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Look vokes God's anger, we muſt be heavy hearted when 
lights, God is ſmitipg for it; or, if any ſenſe and compaſ- 
f turn- ſion for the miſeries that ſin brings upon the world, 
xe ſame it will make us ſay with David, © I beheld the 
quiet tranſgreſſors, and was grieved,” Pſal. exix. 158. 


> Chan- 


It is ſad to conſider the miſeries that they pull 


e days down upon themſelves in this world, and that to 
n; the come. It there be any care in us to prevent utter 
gs up- ruin, and ſtop God in the way of his anger, we 
y they know that this is the means to do it, Amos ix. 13. 

Job How ſad and diſmal ſoever the face of Providenee 


where be, yet ſtill maintain ſpiritual joy and comfort in 
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God under all. Though there be no herd in the 
ſtall, yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will jay in 
the God of my ſalvation,” Hab. iii. 17. 

There are two ſorts of comforts, natural and ſen- 


enm 
ſitive, divine and ſpiritual. There is a time when wick 
it becomes Chriſtians to exerciſe both; ſo Eſth. ficat 
Ix. 22. And there is a time when the former is to juſt 


be ſuſpended and laid by, Pſal. exxxvii- 2. But hear 


there is no ſeaſon wherein ſpiritual joy and comfort is fu 
in God is unſeaſonable, as appears by thoſe ſerip- V 
tures, 1 Theſſ. v. 16, and Phil. iv. 4. This fpiri- den 
tual joy or comfort is nothing elſe but the cheeri- by t 
nefs of our hearts to God, and the ſenſe of our in- goo 
tereſt in him and his promiſes; and it is ſure that tior 
no Providence can render this unſeaſonable to a yer 
Chriftian. Let us ſuppoſe the moſt afflicted and pre 
calamitous ſtate a Chriſtian can be incident to, yet, afte 
Why ſhould {ad Providenees make him lay by you 
his comforts in God? When as thoſe are but for a | 
moment, but thefe eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 17. cha 
Why ſhould we lay by our joy in God upon the _ wh 
account of ſad Providences without, when at the fuf 
very worſt and Toweſt ebb, the ſaints have infinitely VII. 
more cauſe to rejoice than to be caſt down? There upe 
is more in one of thein mercies to comfort them 2. 
than in all their troubles to deje them. All your * 
loſſes are bat as the loſs of a farthing to a prince, 
| Rom. viii. 18. | Fa 
Why ſhould they be ſad. as long as their God is ns 
with them in all their troubles? As Chriſt ſaid, | 
* Can the children of the bridechamber be ſa& thi 
whilſt the bridegroom is with them?“ Matth. ix. 15. TY 
So ſay I: Can the ſoul be fad whilſt God is with it? fed 
Oh! methinks that one promiſe, © will be with = 
Rim in trouble,” Pſal. xci. 15; ſhould bear you up- 
under all burdens. Let them be cat, down that ne 


have no God in trouble to turn to- 
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Why ſhould they be ſad as long as no outward 


liſpenſation of Providence, be it never ſo ſad, can be 
interpreted as a mark or fign of God's hatred or 
enmity? © There is one event to the righteous and 
wicked,” Eecl. ix. 2, 3. Indeed, if it were a ſigni- 
fication of the Lord's wrath againſt a man, it would 
juſtify our dejeQion ; but this cannot be ſo ; his 
heart is ſull of love, whilſt the face of Providence 
is full of trowns. | | P 
Why ſhould we be caſt dewn under ſad Prov 
dences whilſt we have ſo great ſecurity, that even 
by the hands of theſe Providences God will do us 
ood, and all theſe things ſhall © turn te our ſalva- 
tion?” Rom. viii. 28. By theſe God is but killing 
your luſts, weaning your hearts from a vain world, 
preventing temptations, and exciting your defres 


after heaven; this is all ths hurt they ſhoald do 


ou, and ſhall that ſadden us? 

, Why ſh.uld we lay by our joy iu God when the 
change of our condition is ſo nigh? It is but 2 little 
while and ſorrows ſhall flee away; you ſhall never 
ſuffer more: God will wipe away all tears,” Rev. 
vii. 17. Well then, you ſee there is no reaſon, 
upon the account of Providence, to give up your 


joy and comfort in God. But if you will maintain | 


it under ell Providences, then be careful : 

1. To clear yp your intereſt in, and title to God. 
Faith mey be ſeparated from comfort, but aſſurance 
cannot. 7 Gb i f N 

2. Mortify your inordinate affections to earthly 
things. This makes Providences that deprive and 
croſs us ſo heavy. . Mortify your opinion and af. 
ſection, and you ſenſibly Tighten your affliftion. It 
is ſtrong affection that makes ſtrong affliion. 

3- Dwell much upon the meditation of the Lord's 
near approach, and then all theſe things will ſeem 
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but trifles to you. © Let your moderation be known 
unto all men; the Lord is at hand.” 

4. Exerciſe heavenly-mindedneſs, and keep your 
hearts upon things eternal under all the Providen. 
ces with which the Lord exerciſes you in this world, 
Gen. vi. x. Noah walked with God, yet met with 
as fad Providences in his day as any man that ever 
lived fince his time. But, alas! we find moſt Pro. 
vidences rather ſtops than ſteps in our walk with 
God. - If we be under comfortable Providences, how 
ſenſual, wanton, and worldly do our hearts grow! 
and if ſad Providences befal us, how dedolent and 
diſtracted are we! And this comes to paſs partly 
through the narrowneſs, but moſtly through the 
deceitfulneſs of our ſpirits. Our hearts are nar- 
row, and know not how to manage two buſineſſes of 
ſuch different natures, as earthly and heavenly mat- 
ters are, without detriment to one. But certain} 
ſuch a frame of ſpirit is attainable that will enable 
us to keep on in an even and ſteady courſe with 
God, whatever befal us. Others have #ttained it, 
and why not we? Proſperous Providences are for the 
; moſt part a dangerous ſtate to the ſoul. The moon 
never ſuffers an eclipſe but at full; yet Jehoſaphat's 
grace ſuſſered no eclipſe ſrom the fulneſs of his out- 
ward condition, who “ had riches in abundance, 
and his heart was lifted up in the way of God's 
commandments,” 2 Chron. xvii. 5, 6. David's life 
was as full of cares, turmoils, and ineumbrances, 
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per of his heart was, that excellent book of pſalms, 
(which was moſtly compoſed amidit thoſe diſtrac- 
tions) will acquaint us. The apoſtles were caſt 
into as great neceſſities, and ſuffered as hard things, 
as ever men did; yet who ſces not how raiſed and 
heavenly their ſpirits were amidſt all? And cer- 
tainly, if it were nat poſſible to maintain heavenly- 


as moſt men we read of; yet how ſpiritual the tem · 
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mindedneſs in ſuch a ſtate and poſture of affairs, 
God would never exerciſe any of his people with 
ſuch Providences : he would never give you ſo much 
of the world to loſe your hearts in the love of it; or 
ſo little, to diſtract you with the cares of it. If 
therefore we were more deeply ſanctified, and the 
tendencies of eur hearts heaven-ward more ardent 
and vigorous ; if we were more mortthed to earth- 
ly things, and could but keep our due diſtance from 
them ; our outward conditions would not at this 
rate draw forth and everciſe our inward corrup- 
tions, nor would we hazard the loſs of ſo fweet an 
enjoyment as our fellowſhip with God is, for the 
ſake of any concernment our bodies have on earth. 
5. Under all Providences maintain a contented 
heart with what the Lord allots you, be it more or 
leſs of the things of this world. This grace muſt 
run parellel with all Providences. © Learn how to 
be full, and how to ſuffer want, and in every ſtate 


to be content,” Phil. iv. 12. 


In this duty all men are concerned at all times, 
and in every ſtate, not only the people of God, but 
even the unregenerate alſo. I will therefore ad- 
dreſs ſome conſiderations proper to both. And firſt 
to the unregenerate, to ſtop their mouths from re- 
pining, and charging God fooliſhly, when Provi- 
dence croſſes them. Let them ſeriouſly conſider 
theſe four things. 

1. That hell and eternal damnation are the por- 
tion of their cup, according to the tenor of law and 
goſpel- threatenings. Whatſoever therefore is ſhort 
of this is to be admired as the fruit of God's ſtu» 
pendous patience and forbearance towards them. 
Ah! poor ſouls ! know you not that you are men 
and women condemned to wrath by the plain ſen- 
tence of the law? Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 36. 
a Theſſ. i. 6, 7. And if fo, ſure there are other 
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matters to exerciſe your thoughts, deſires, fears, 
and cares about, than theſe. Alas! if you cannot 
bear a frown af Providence, a light croſs in theſe 
things, how will you bear the everlaſting burnings? 
A man that 1s to loſe his head to-morrow, is not 
very ſolicitous what bed he lies on, or how his 
table is furniſhed the night before. 
2. Conſider, though you be condemned KP be 
and have no promiſe to entitle you to any mercy, 
yet there are very many mercies in your poſſeſſion 
at this day. Be your eondition as afflictive as it 
will, is life nothing? eſpecially conſidering whither 
you mult fink when that thread is cut. Are the 
neceſſary ſupports of life nothing? Doth not Pro- 
vidence miniſter to you theſe things, though you 
daily diſoblige it, and provoke God to ſend you to 
your own place? But, above all, is the goſpel and 
precious means of ſalvation nothing, by which you 
yet are in a capacity of eſcaping the damnation of 
hell? O what would the damned ſay if they were 
but put into your condition once more! What! 
and yet fret againſt God, becauſe every thing elſe 
fuits not your deſires ? 

3. Conſider, that if ever you be reſcued out of 
that miſerable condition you are in, ſuch croſs Pro- 
vidences as thele you W of are the moſt pro- 
bable means to do it. Alas! proſperity and ſuc- 
gat is not the way to ſave, but to deſtroy you, Prov. 

1. 32> You muſt be bound in fetters, and holden 
in cords of affliction, if ever your ear be opened to 
inſtruction, Job xxxvi. 8, 9, 10. Woe to you, if 
you go on {moothly in the way in which you are, 
and meet with no eroſſes. 

4. Laſtly, Conſider that all your troubles, under 
which you complain, are pulled down upon your 
heads by your own fins. You turn God's mercies 
into fin, and then fret againſt God begauſe he turns 
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r fins into ſorrow. Your ways and doings pro- 
cure theſe things to you. Lay your hand therefore 
upon your mouth, and ſay, Why doth the living 
man complain, à man for the puniſhment of his 
in?“ Lam. iii. 39. But I muſt turn to the Lord's 
people, who have the leaſt pretences of all men to 
be diſſatisfied with any of God's providences, and 
yet are but too frequently found in that temper. 
And to them I ſhall offer the following conſidera- 
tions : 

1. Confider your ſpiritual mercies and privileges 
with which the Lord Jeſus hath inveſted you, and 
repine at your lot of Providence if you can. One 
of theſe mercies alone hath enough in it to ſweeten 
all your troubles in this world. When the apoſtle 
conſidered them, his heart was overwhelmed with 
aſtoniſhment, ſo that he could not forbear, in the 
midſt of all his outward troubles, to cry out, Bleſ- 
ſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath abounded to us in all ſpiritual bleflings,” 
&c. Eph. i. 3- Oh! who that ſees ſuch an inhe- 
ritance ſettled upon him in Chriſt can ever open 
his mouth more to repine at his lot of Providence! 

2, Conſider your ſins, and that will make you 
contented with your lot, Yea, conſider theſe two 
things in ſin : what it deſerves from God, and what 
it requires to mortify and purge it in you. It de- 
lerves from God eternal ruin : the merit of hell 1s 
in the leaſt vain thought. Every ſin forfeits all the 
mercies you have ; and, if ſo, rather wonder your 
mercies are ſo many than that you have no more. 
Beſides, you cannot doubt but your corruptions re- 
quire all the croſſes, wants, and troubles that are 
upon you, and, it may be, a great deal more, to 
mortify and ſubdue them. Do not you find, after 
all the rods that have been upon you, a proud 
heart ſtill, a vain and carthly heart fill? O how 
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many bitter potions are but neceſſary” to purge out 
this tough, malignant humour ! 

3. Conſider how ncar you are to the change of 
vour condition, Have bat a lictle patience, and all 
will be as well with you as your hearts can deſire, 
It is no ſmall comfort to the ſaints that this world 
is the worſt place that ever they ſhall be in; things 
will better every day with them. If the traveller 
hath ſpent all his moncy, yet it doth not much 
trouble him if he know himſelf within a few miles 
of his own homc. It there be no candles in the 
houſe, we do not much matter it, if we are ſure it 
is almoſt break of day; for then there will be no 
uſe for them. This is your caſe: © Your falya- 
tion is ncarcr than when you believed,” Rom. 
S111, 11. 

J have done with the directive part of this dil. 
courſe ; but, before 1 proceed farther, I judge it" 


neceſſary to leave a few cautions to prevent the 


abuſe of Pr ovidence, and your-miſcarriages in your 
behaviour towards it. And, 

Firſt Caution, It Providence delay the perform- 
ance of any mercy to you that you have long wait- 
cd and prayed for, yet ſec that you deſpond not, 
nor grow weary of waiting upon God for that rea- 
ſon. It plęales the Lord oftentimes to try and ex- 
erciſe his people this way, and make them cry; - 
« How long, Lord, how long? Pal. xiii. 1, 2. 

Theſe delays, both upon ſpiritual and temporal 
accounts, are frequent, and when they befal us we 
are too apt to interpret them as denials, and fall 
into a ſinſul deſpondency of mind, though there be 
no cauſe at all for it, Pſal. xxx1. 12, — Lam. iii. 
8. 44. It is not always that the returns of prayer 
are diſpatched to us in the ſame hour they are aſk- 
ed of God ; yet ſometimes it falls out ſo, Iſa. Ixv. 
2.4, and Dan. ix. 23. But though the Lord means 
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to perform to us the mercies we deſire, yet he will 
ordinarily exerciſe our patience to wait for them; 


and that for theſe reafons : 


1. Becauſe our time is not the proper ſeaſon for 
us to receive our mercies in. Now the {caſon of 
mercy is a very great circumſtance that adds much 
to the value of it. Ged jndges not as we do; we 
are all in haſte, and will have it now, Numb. xxii. 
13. © But he is a God of judgment, and blefled 
are they that wait for hum,” La. xxx. 18. 

2. Aſflictive Providences have not accompliſhed 
that deſign upon our hearts that were ſent ſor when 
we are ſo earneſt and impatient for a change of 
them, and till then the rod maſt not be taken off, 
Ila. x. 12. 

3. The more prayers and ſearclings of heart 
come between our wants and ſupplies, our afflic- 
tions and relicſs, the ſweeter are our rcliefs and 
ſupplies thereby made to us. This is our God, 
we have waited for him, and he will ſave us: this 
is the Lord, we have waited for him, we will re- 


joice and be glad in his ſalvation,” Tia. xxv. g. 


This recompenſes the delay, and pays us for all tlie 
expences of our patience. 
But though there be ſuch werghtw reaſons for 


the ſtop and delay of refreſhing, comfortable Provi- 


dences, yet we cannot bear it, our hands hang 
down, and we faint, I am weary of my crying, 
my throat is dry, mine eyes fil while I wait for 
my God,” Pial. Ixix. 3. For alas! we judge by 
ſenſe and appearance, and conſider not that Ged's 
heart may be towards us, whilit the band of his 
Providence ſeems to be againſt us. Tf things con- 
tinue at one rate with us, we think our prayers are 
loſt, and our hopes periſhed from the Lerd; much 
more when things grow worſe and worſe, and our 
darkneſs and trouble increaſe, as uſually it doth juſt 
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tion, then we conclude, God is angry with our Pray. 
ers. See Gideon's reply, Judges vi. 13. This 
even ſtaggered a Moſes's faith, Exod. v. 22, 23. 
O what groundleſs jcaloufics and ſuſpicions of God 
are found at ſuch times in the hearts of his own 


children! Job ix. 16, 17, and Pſal. Ixxvii. 7, 8, g, 5 
But this is our great evil, and, to prevent it in fruit 
future trials, I will offer a ſew proper conſidera clair 
tions in the caſe : vou 
1. The delay of your mercies is really for your and 
advantage. You read that the Lord waits that 6 
he may be gracious,” Iſa. xxx. 18. What is that? as 
Why it is nothing elſe but the: time of his prepara. pect 
tion of mercies for you, and your hearts for mercy, ther 
that fo you may have it with the greateſt advan- Thi 
tage of comfort, The fooliſh child would pluck the of | 
apple while it is green; but, when it is ripe, it mer 
drops of its own accord, and is more pleaſant and 8 
wholeſome. f ſeer 
2. It 18 a greater mercy to have an heart willing ſon 

to reſer to God, and be at his diſpoſal, than to en- ; 
joy ſpecdily the mercy we are moſt eager and im- the 
Patient for: in that God pleaſes you, in this you har 
Pleaſe God. A mercy may be given you as the bol. 
fruit of common Providence, but ſuch a temper of get 
heart is the fruit of ſpecial grace. So much as the to | 
gloriſving of God is better than content and plea- me. 
ſure of the creature, fo much is ſuch a ſrame bet- rog 
ter than ſuch a fruition. | arc 
3. Expected mercies are never nearer than when me 
the hearts and hopes of God's people are loweſt. it. 
Thus in their deliverance out of Egypt and Paby- the 
lon, Ezek. xxxvii. 11; ſo we have found it in our the 
own perſonal concerns: At evening time it ſhall del 
be light,” Zach. xiv. 7. When we look fer ineres- Wa 


fing darkneſs, light ariſes. 


ur eondi 
dur pray. 
3. This 
* 22, 23. 
18 of God 
his own 
75 8, 9. 
ent it in 
onſidera. 


ſor your 
alts that 
is that? 
preparg- 
r mercy, 
t advan- 
luck the 
ripe, it 
ſant and 


willing 
n to en- 
and im- 
this you 

as the 
mper of 
1 as the 
1d plea- 
me bet- 


n when 
loweſt, 
1 Paby- 
in our 
it ſhall 


inerea- 


THE MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE- 39 


4. Our unfitneſs for mercy is the reaſon why 
they are delayed fo long. We put the blocks into 
the way of mercy, and then repirte that they make 
no more haſte to us. The Lord's hand is not 
ſhortened, but our iniquities have ſeparated betwixt 
him and us,” Iſa. lix. 1, 2. 

5. Conſider that the mereies you wait for are the 
fruits of pure grace, you deſerve them not, nor can 
claim them upon any title of deſert ; and therefore 
you have great reaſon to wait ſor them in a patient 


and thankful fra:ne. 


6. Confider how many millions of men, as good 
as you by nature, are cut off from al! hope and ex- 


pectation of mercy for ever, and there remains to 


them nothing but © a. fearful expedtat ion of wrath.”? 
This might have been your caſe ; therefore be not 
of an impaticnt ſpirit under the expeRQation of 


mercy. 


Second Caution. Pry not too curioully into the 
ſecrets of Providence, nor ſuffer your {ſhallow rea- 
ſon arrogantly to judge and cenſure its deſigns. 

There are hard texts in the works as well as in 
the word of God. It becomes ns modeſtly and 
humbly to reverence, but not to dogmatize too 
boldly and poſitively. upon them; à man may cafily 
get a ſtrain by over- reaching. When I thought 
to know this (ſaith Aſaph) it was too wonderful for 
me.” I thought to know this: there was the ar- 
rogant attempt of reaſon, there he pryed into the 
arcana of Providence; but it was too wonderful for 
me: it was bat uſeleſs labour, as Calvin expounds 
it. He prycd ſo far into that puzzling myſtery of 
the afflictions of the righteous, and proſperity of 
the wicked, till it begat envy towards them, and 
deſpondency in himſelf, Pſal. brxtii. 3, 13; and this 


was all he got by ſummon! 
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of reaſon. Holy Job was guilty of this evil, ang 
ingenioully aſhamed of it, job xlii. 3. 

I know there 1s nothing in the word, or in the 
works of God, that is repugnant to ſound reaſon; 
but there are ſorfic things in both which are oppo. 
ſite to carnal reaſon, as well as above right reaſon; 
and therefore our reaſon never ſhews itſelf more 
unreaſonable than in ſummoning thoſe things to its 
bar which tranſcend. its ſphere and capacity. Ma- 
nifold are the miſchiefs which enſue on this prac- 
tice. For 

By this we are drawn into an unworthy ſuſpicion 
and diſtruſt of the faithfulneſs of God in the pro- 
miſes. Sarah laughed at the tidings of the ſon of 


promiſe, becaule reaſon. contradicted, and told her 


it was naturally impoſſible, Gen. xviii. 13, 14. 
Hence comes deſpondency of mind and faintneſs 


diſcern no good fruits in them, nor deliverance 


Hence flow temptations to deliver ourſelves by 


When our own reaſon fills us with a diſtruſt of Pro- 
vidence, 1t naturally prompts us to ſinful ſhifts, and 
there leaves us entangled in the ſnares, of our own 
making. ; 
Beware, therefore, you lean. not too much to 
your own reaſons. and underſtandings. Nothing is 
more plauſible, nothing more dangerous. 
matters it is appointed the-arbiter and judge; ve 
make it ſo here, and therefore we are ſo diffident 
and diſtruſtful, notwithſtanding the fulleſt ſecurity 
of the promiſes, while our reaſon ſtands: by unſa- 
tisfied. 
Having given directions for the due management 
ef this great and important duty, what remains but. 


of heart under aflifiive Providences ; reaſon can 


from them, and ſo in a ſinſul diſcouragement we ſay 
all theſe things are againſt us,” 1 Sam. xxvii. 1. 


indirect and finful mediums, Iſa. xxx. 15, 16. 


In other- 
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Il, and that we now ſet our hearts to it, and make it the 
conſtant work of every day throughout our lives f. 

in the 0 what peace, what pleaſure, what ſtability, what 
'eaton; holy courage and confidence would reſult from ſueh 
> OPP0- an obſervation of Providence as you have been di-- 
realon; rected to !. But, alas! we may ſay with. reverence 
| more to the voices of Divine Providence, God ſpeak- 
s to its. eth once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not,” 
Ma- Job xxxiii. 14. : Many a time Providence hath ſpo- 

s prac- ken inſtruction in duty, conviction for iniquity, en- 
couragement under deſpondency ; but we regard it 

ſpicĩon not. How greatly are we all wanting to our duty 
ie pro- and comfort by this neglect! It will be but needful 
ſon of therefore to ſpread before you the lovelineſs and 
Id her excellency of walking with God in due and daily 
4. obſcrvation of his Providences, that our ſouls may 


intneſs be ſully engaged to it. 

on can Firſt Motive. And firſt, let me offer this as a 
erance moving argument te all gracious ſouls: That by 
we ſay this means you may maintain ſweet and. ſenſible 


Wii. $5. 


communion with God from day to day. And what 


ves by is there defirable in this world in compariſon there- 
5, 16. with? “Thou, Lord, haſt made me glad through 
f Pro- thy works: I will triumph in the works of thy 
ts, and hands,” Pſal. xcii. 4. Your hearts may be as: 

ſweetly and ſenſibly refreſhed by the works of God's 


Ir own 
uch to 
ling is 
other 


hands as by the words of his mouth. Pſal. civ. is 
ſpent in the conſideration of the works of Provi- 
dence, which ſo filled the Pſalmiſt's heart, that, by 
way ol ejaculation, he thus expreſſes the effect of 
it: © My meditation of him ſhall be ſweet,” 


e; we 

ffident verſe 8 : 8 
curity Communion with God, properly and ſtrictly taken, 
un eonſiſts in two things, viz. God's manifeſtation of 


himſelf to the ſoul, and the ſoul's anſwerable re- 
turns to God. 


This is that fellowſhip we have 
here with God. Now God manifeſts himſelf ta his. 


rement 
ns but. 
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people by Providences as well as ordinances ; nei 
ther is there any grace in a ſanctiſied ſoul hid ſrom 
the gracious influences of his Providential mani. 
feſtations. Sometimes the Lord manifeſts his dif. 
pleaſure and anger againſt the ſins of his people in 
correcting and rebuking Providences. His rods 
have a chiding voice: “ Hear the rod, and who 
hath appointed it,“ Micah vi. 9. This diſcovery 
of God's anger kindly melts and thaws a gracious 
foul, and produces a doubly-{weet effect upon it, 
namely, repentance for fins paſt, and due cautica 
againſt future ſins. 

It thaws and melts the heart for ſins committed. 
Thus David's heart was melted for his ſin when 
the hand of God was heavy upon him in affliction; 
Pſal. xxxii. 4, 5- Thus the captive church, upon 
whom fell the ſaddeſt and moſt diſmal Providence 
that ever befel any of God's people in any age of 
the world, ſee how their hearts are broken for fin 
under this ſevere rebuke, Lam. ii. 17, 18, 19. And 
then, in the next place, for caution againſt ſin for 
the time to come. It ts plain that the rebukes of 
Providence leave that effect alſo upon gracious 
hearts, Ezra vi. 13, 14. Pſal. IXxxv. 8. 

Sometimes he chears and comforts the hearts of 
his people with ſmiling and reviving Providences 
both public and perſonal. There are times of hit- 
ing up as well as caſting down by the hand of Pro- 
vidence. The ſcene changes; the aſpects of Pro- 


vidence are very chearful and encouraging; their 


winter ſeems. to be over; they put off their gar- 
ments of mourning ; and then, ah! what ſweet re- 
turns are made to heaven by gracious ſouls ! Doth 
God lift them up by proſperity? They will alfo lift 
up their God by praiſes, ſee Pal. xviii. 1, 2, 3. 
So Moſes and the people with him, Exod. xv. when 


God had delivered them from Pharaoh, how do they 
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ces; neil exalt him in a ſong of thankſgiving, which for the. 
hid from elegancy and ſpirituality of it is made an emblem 
al mani. of the doxologies given to God in glory by the 
s his dif. ſaints, Rev. xv. 3. 


people in Upon the whole, whatever effets our commu- 
11s rods nion with God in any of his ordinances doth uſe to 
and who produce upon our hearts, the ſame we ml obſerve 
lilcovery to follow our converſing with him in his Providen- 
gracious ces. For, 
upon it, 1. It is uſually found in the experience of all the 
cautica ſaints, that, in what ordinance or duty ſoever they 
have any ſenſible communien with God, it natural- 
nmitted, ly produces in their ſpirits a deep abaſement and 
in when humiliation ſrom the ſenſe of divine condeſcenfions 
MiQtion; to ſuch vile, poor worres as we are. Thus Abra- 
b, upon ham, © I am but duſt and aſhes,” Gen. xviii. 27. 
widence The ſame effect follows our converle with God in 


y age of his Providences. Thus when God had in the way 
1 for fin of his Providence proſpered Jacob, how doth he lay 
9. And himſelſ at the feet of God, as a man overwhelmed 
t fin for M | with the ſenſe of mercy! © And Jacob ſaid, I am 
Dukes of not worthy of the leaſt of all thy mercies, and of 


'TAC10us all the truth which thou haſt ſhewed thy ſervant ; 
for with my ſtaff I paſſed over this Jordan, and 

earts of now am become two bands,” Gen. xxxii. 5, 10. Thus 

1dences alſo it was with David, © Who am I, and what is 

of hit- my father's houſe, that thou haſt brought me hi- 

of Pro- therto?” 2 Sam. vii. 18. And I doubt not but 


of Pro- ſome of you have found the like frame of heart up- 


their on you that theſe holy men here expreſſed. Can 
ir gar- you not remember when God lifted you up by Pro- 
eet re- vidence, how you caſt down yourſelves before him, 
Doth and have been viler in your own eyes than ever ? 
Ilſo lift Why, thus de ell gracious hearts: what am I that 
, 2, Þ the Lord ſhould do thus and thus for me? O that 
. when ever ſo great and holy a God ſhould be thus cons. 


lo they derned for ſo vile and ſinſul a worm! 


2 
* 
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2. Doth-communion with God in ordinances mel 
the heart into love to God? So doth the obſerve. 


tion of his' Providences alſo. Never did any man 
converſe with God's works of Providence aright 
but found his heart at times melted into love to 
the God of his mercies, Pſal. xviii. J. When God 
had delivered him from the hand of Saul, and all 
his enemies, he ſaid, © I will love thee, O Lord, 
my ſtrength.” Every man loves the mercics of 
God, but a faint loves the God of his mercies. The 


mercies of God, as they are the fewel of a wicked 


man's luſts, ſo they are fewel to maintain a good 
man's love to God ;- not that their love to God is 
grounded upon theſe external benefrts. Not thine, 
but thee, O Lord, is the motto of a gracious ſoul ; 
but yet theſe things ſerve to blow up the flame of 
love to God in our hearts, and they find 1t ſo. 


3. Doth communion with God ſet the keenct_ 


edge upon the ſoul againſt ſin? You ſee it doth, 
and you have a pregnant inſtance of it in Moſes 
when he had been with God in the mount for forty 
days, and had there enjoyed communion with 


him; when he came down and ſaw the calf the peo- 


ple had made, ſee what an holy paroxyſm of zeal 
and anger it caſt his ſoul into! Exod. xxxii. 19, 20. 


The ſame effect you may diſcern to follow the ſaints 


converſe with God in his Providences. What was 
that which picrced the heart of David with ſuch a 
deep ſenſe of the evil of his fin, which is ſo abun- 
dantly maniſeſted in Pfalm li. throughout? Why, 
if you lock into the title, you ſhall find it was the 
eflect of what Nathan had laid before him: and if 


you confult 2 Sam. xu. 7, 8, 9, 10, you ſhall find 


it was the goodneſs of God manifeſted to him in 
the ſeveral endearing Providences of his life, which 
in this he had fo vilely requited the Lord for, that 
broke his heart to picces in the ſenſe of it; and 1 
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doubt not but ſome of us have ſometimes found the 
like effects by comparing God's ways and our own 
together. 

4. Doth communion with the Lord enlarge the 
heart of obedicnce and ſervice? Surely it is as oil 
to the wheels, that makes them run on freely and 
nimbly their courſe, Thus when Iſaiah had ob- 
tained a ſpecial manifeſtation of God, and the Lord 
aſked, © Whom ſhall I ſend?” He preſents a ready 


ſoul for the employment, „Here am I, Lord, find 


me,” Iſa. vi. 8. Why, the very ſame effect follow 
ſanctiſied Providences, as you may ſee in Jehoſa- 
phat, 2 Chron. xvii. 5, 6, and in David, Pſal. exvi. 
12. O when a ſoul conſiders what God hath done 
for him, he cannot chooſe but ſay, what _ ] re- 
turn? How ſhall I antwer theſe engagements ? 

And thus you ſee what ſweet communion a ſoul 
may have with God in the way of his Providences. 


O that you would thus walk with him! . much 


ol heaven might be found on earth this way! And 
certainly it will never repent the Lord he hath done 
vou good, when his mercies produce ſuch effets on 
vour hearts: he will ſay of every favour, thus im- 
proved, it was well beſtowed, and will rejoice over 
vou to do you good for ever. 

Second Motive. A great part of the pleaſure 
and deligh t of the Chriſtian life is made out of the 
obſervations of Providence. It is ſaid, The works 
of the Lord are great, fought out of all them that 
have plcaſure therein, -Pfal. cxi. 2; 1. e. the ſtudy 
pt Providence is ſo ſweet and pleaſant that it in- 
vites and allures the ſoul to ſearch and dive into it. 
How pleaſant is it to a well-tempered ſoul to be- 
hold and obſerve, 

I. The ſweet harmony and conſent of divine at- 
tributes in the iſſues of Providence ! They may 
lcem ſometimes to jar and elaſh, to part with each 
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other, and go contrary ways; but they only ſeen 
ſo to do; for, in the winding up, they always meet 
and embrace each other. Mercy and truth have 
met together: righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed 
each other,” Pſal. IXxxv. 10. It is ſpoken with an 
immediate reference to that ſignal Providence of If. 
racl's deliverance out of the Babyloniſh captivity, 
and the ſweet eſſects thereof; wherein the truth and 
righteouſneſs of God in the promiſes did, as it 
were, kiſs and embrace the mercy and peace that 
was contained in the. performance of them, after 
they had ſeemed for ſeventy years to be at a great 
diſtance from each other: for it is an alluſion to the 
uſual demonſtration of joy and gladneſs that two 
dear friends are wont to give and receive aſter a 
long abſence and ſeparation from each other: they 
no ſooner meet but they ſmile, embrace, and kiſs 
cach other. Even thus it is here; for when; 
ever theſe bleſſed promiſes and performances meet 
and kiſs each other, they are alſo joyſully embraced 
and kiſſed by believing ſouls. There is, I doubt 
not, a mediate reference of this ſcripture to the 
Meſſiah alſo, and our redemption by him: in him 
it is that theſe divine attributes, which before ſeem- 
ed to claſh and contradi& one another in the buſi- 
neſs of our ſalvation, have a ſweet agreement and 
accompliſhment. Truth and righteouſneſs do in 
him meet with mercy and peace in a bleſſed agree- 
ment. What a lovely ſight is this! and how plea 
ſant to behold! O if with Habakkuk, chap. 1. ver. 
3, we would but ſtand upon our watch-tower to take 
due obſervations of Providence, what rare proſpects 
might we have.! Luther underſtands it of the word 
of God, as if he had ſaid, I will look into the word, 
and obſerve there how God accompliſheth all things, 
and brings them to paſs, and how his works are 
the fulfilling of his word. Others underſtand it e 
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man's own retiring thoughts and meditations, where- 
in a man carefully obſerves what purpoſes and de- 
ſigns God hath upon the world in general, or upon 
himſelf in particular, and how the truth and righ- 
teouſneſs of God in the word, work themſelves 
through all diffieulties and impediments, and meet 
in the mercy, peace, and happineſs of the faints at 
laſt, Every believer (take it in which ſenſe you 
will) hath his watch-tower as well as Habakkuk ; 
and give me leave to ſay, it is an angelic employ- 
ment to ſtand upon it and behold the conſent of 
God's attributes, the accompliſhment of his ends, 
and our own happineſs in the work of Providence. 
For this is the very joy of the angels and ſaints in 
heaven, to ſee God's ends wrought out, and his 
attributes glorified in the mercy and peace of the 
church, Rev. xiv. 1, 2, 3, 8. | 

2. And as it is a pleaſing ſight to ſee the har- 
mony of God's attributes, ſo it is exceeding plcaſant 
ro behold the reſurrection of our own prayers and 
hopes as from the dead. Why, this you may often 
fee, if you will duly obſerve the works of Provi- 
dence towards us. We hope and pray for ſuch and 
luch mercies to the chureh, or to ourſelves ; but 
God delays the accompliſhment. of our hopes, ſuſ- 
pends the anſwer of our prayers, and ſeems to {ſpeak 
to us, as, “For the viſion is yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it ſhall ſpeak and not lie; 
though it tarry, wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely 
come, it will not tarry,“ Hab. ii. 3. But we have 
no patience to wait the time of the promiſe, our 
hopes languiſh and die in the interim; and we ſay 
with the deipondent church, Our hope is periſh- 
ed from the Lord,” Lam. iii. 18. But, oh! how 
ſveet and comfortable is it to fee theſe prayers ful- 
hlled, after we have given up all expeQation of 
them! May we not ſay of them, as the ſcripture 
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ſ2caks of the reſtoration of the Jews, it is even life 
from the dead? This was David's caſe, Pal. xxxi. 
U 22 be gave up his hopes and prayers for loſt, yet 
lived to ſee the comfortable and unexpected returns 
of them. And this was the caſe of Job, chap. vi, 
It: he had given up all expectation of better days, 
and yet this man lived to ſee a reſurrection of all 
his loſt comforts with an advantage. Think how 
that change and unexpected turn of Providence af. 
feed his ſoul. It is with our hopes and prayers 
as with our alms : © Caſt thy bread on the waters, 
for thou ſhalt find it after many days,” Eccl. xi. 1; 
or as it was with Jacob, who had given over all 
hopes of ever ſeeing his beloved Joſeph again; but 
when a ſtrange and unexpected Providence had re- 
ſtored that hopeleſs mercy to kim again, O how ra- 
viſhing and tranſporting was it! Gen. xlvi. 29, 30. 

3. What a tranſporting pleaſure is it to behold 
great bleſſings and advantages to us wrought by 
Providence out of thoſe very things that ſeemed to 
threaten our ruin or miſery ! And yet, by duly ob- 
ſerving the ways of Providence, you may, to your 
ſingular comfort, find it fo. Little did Joſeph 
think his tranſportation into Egypt had been in 
order to his advancement there; yet he lived with 
joy to ſee it, and with a thankful heart to acknow- 
ledge it, Gen. xlv. 3. Wait and obſerve, and you 
ſhall aſſuredly find that promiſe, Rom. viii. 28, 
working out its way through all Providences. How 
many times have you been made to ſay as David, 
It is good for me that I have been afflicted,” 
Pſal. cxix. 71. O what a difference have we ſeen 
betwixt our afflictions at our firſt meeting with them 
and our parting from them ! We have entertained 
them with ſighs and tears, but parted from them 
with joy, bleſſing God for them, as the happy in- 
ſtruments of cur good. Thus our fears-and for- 
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rows are turned into praiſes and ſongs of thankſ- 
vin 
5 What unſpeakable comfort is it for a poor 
ſoul, that ſees nothing but ſin and vileneſs in itſelf, 
at the ſame time to ſee what an high eſteem and va- 
lue the great God hath for him! This. may be diſ- 
cerned by a due attendance to Providence, for there 
a man ſecs goodneſs and mercy ſollowing him thro? 
all his days, as it is in Pfal. xxxiii- 6. Other men 
proſecute good, and it flies from them, they can 
never overtake it ; but goodneſs and mercy follow 
the people of God, and they cannot avoid or eſcape 
it; it gives them conſtant chaſe day by day, and 
finds them out, cven when they ſometimes put 
themſelves by ſin out of the way of it. In all the 
Providences that befal them, goodneſs and mercy 
purſue them. O with what a melting heart do they 
ſometimes reflect upon theſe things! And will not 
the goodneſs of God be diſcouraged from following 
me, notwithſtanding all my vile affronts andyabuſes 
of it in former mercies? Lord, what am I, that 
mercy ſhould thus purſue me, when vengeance and. 
wrath purſue others as good by nature as I am? 
It certainly argues the great eſteem God hath for 
a man when he thus follows him with ſanQifed 
Providences (whether they be comforts: or eroſſes) 
for his good; and ſo much is plain from this paſ- 
ſage: Lord, what is man, that thou ſhouldeſt vi- 
ſit him every morning, and try him every mo- 
ment?“ Job vii. 18. Certainly God's people are 
his treaſure, and by this it appears that they are 
ſo, that he withdraws not his eye from them, Job 
XXXV1. 7. I ſay not that God's favour and reſpect 
to a man may be concluded fingly from his Provi- 
dences ; but ſanctified Providences may very much 
clear 1 it to us; and when it doth ſo, it cannot but 
be matter of exceeding __ joy. 
2 
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5. To conclude; What is there in all' this world 
that can give a ſoul ſuch joy and comfort as to find 
himſelf by every thing ſet on and farthered in his 
way to heaven? And yet this may be diſcerned by 
an heedſul attendance to the effects and iflues of 
Providences. | 
How: croſs ſoever the winds. and tides of Provi- 
dence at any time ſeem to us, yet nothing is more 
certain than that they all conſpire to haſten {anQi- 
hed fouls to. God, and fit them for glory. 

St Paul knew. that both his bonds, 'and the af. 

flitions added to them, ſhould turn to, or finally 
tle in his ſalvation, Phil. i. 19; not that in them-. 
ſelves they ſerve ta any ſuch purpoſe, but as they 
are over-ruted and determined to ſuch an end, 
through prayer, and the ſupply of the Spirit of 
Jeſus Chriſt. When prayer, the external, and the 
{pirit, the internal means, are joined with them, 
then afflictions themſelves become excellent means 
to promote ſalvation. And have we not with jo 
ooſerved how thoſe very things which ſenſe and 
reaſon tell us are oppoſite to our happineſs, have 
been the meſt hleſſed mſtruments to promote it: 
How hath God bleſſed croſſes to mortify corrup- 
tion, wants to kill our wantonneſs, diſappointments 
to wean us from the world! O we little think how 
comfortable thoſe things will be in the review 
vhich are ſo burthenſome to preſent ſenſe! 

The Third Motive. In the next place, I be- 
ſeech you to conſider what an effectual means the 

due obſervation of Providence will be to over- 
power and ſuppreſs the natural atheiſm that is in 
your hearts. 

There is 2 natural ſeed of atheiſm in the beſt 
hearts, and this is very much nouriſhed by paſſing 
& raſh and falſe judgment upon the works of Pro- 
vidence, When we ſee wicked ones proſper in the 
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world, and godly men cruſhed and deſtroyed 1 in the 
way of righteoſneſs and integrity, it may tempt us 
to think that there is no advantage by religion, 
and all our ſelſ-denial and holineſs to be little bet- 
ter than loſt labour. Thus ſtood the caie with 
good Aſaph, © Behold, theſe are the ungodly thas - 
proſper | in the world, they increaſe in riches,” Plal-- 
Ixxiit. 12, 13. And what doth the fleſh infer from 
thence? Why no leſs than the unprofitableneſs of 
the ways of holineſs ;. © Verily-I have cleauſed my 
heart in vain, and waſhed my hands in innocency.“ 
This irrehgious inference carnal reaſon was ready 
to draw ſrom the diſpenſations of outward proſpe- 
rity to wicked men; but now if you would heed- 
fully obſerve either the ſignal retributions of Pro- 
vidence to many of them in this world, or to all of 
them in the world to come, O what a foul confirm. 
ation is this to our faith!“ The Lord is known 
by his judgments that he executeth, Pſal. ix. 16. 
The fiſty-eighth Pſalm contains the characters af 
the moſt prodigious ſinners whoſe wickednels is ag- 
gravated. 
By the deliberation with which it is nee | 
verſe 2. 
By their habit and cuſtom 1n it, verſe 3. 
By their incorrigibleneſs and perſiſtance in it, 
verſes 4, 5. 
And by the Providence of God is there invited 
To deſtroy their power, verſe 6, and that either 
By a 3 and inſenſible conſumption of them 
verſes 7, 8 or, 

By a ſudden and unexpected ſtroke, verſe g. 
And what thall the eſſects of ſuch Providences- 
be to the righteous ? Why, it ſhall be matter of 
joy, verſe 10, and great confirmation to their faith 
in God. « Verily there is a God that judgeth in 

the carth,” verſe 11. 
O 3 
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On the contrary, how convincingly clear are 
thaſe Providences that demonſtrate the being, wil. 
dom, power, love, and faithfulneſs of God, in the 
ſupporting, preſerving, and dclivering of the righ. 
teous, in all their dangers, fears, and faculties | In 
theſe things the Lord ſhews himſelf to his people, 
Pſal. xciv. 1. Yea, he ſhews himſelf to ſpiritual 
eyes in. the Providences as clearly as the ſun ma- 
nifeſts himſclf by his own beams of light. © His 
brightneſs was as the light, and he had. the. horns 
coming out of his hands, and there was the hiding 
of his power,” Hab. iii. 3, 4. It is ſpoken of the 
Lord's, going forth for his people. in their deliver. 
ance from, their encmies ;. and. then he had horns, 
or rays, and beams of power and mercy.coming out 
of his hands: by his hands are meant his. Provi- 
dential adminiſtrations and diſpenſations, and the 
horns that, came out of them are. nathing elſe but 
the glorious diſplay, of his attributes in thoſe Pro- 
vidences. How did God make himſelf known to his 
People. in that ſignal. deliverance of them out af 
Egypt? See Exod. vi. 3. 1 
them by his name Jehovah, in giving being, by his 
Providences, to the mercies promiſed.. 
Thus, when Chriſt ſhall give. his people the laſt 
and greateſt deliverance from Antichriſt,. he ſhall 
ſhew himſelf to his people in a veſture dipt in 
blood, and his name ſhall be called, The word of 
God,” Rev. xix. 13. His name was. the word of 
God before; but then he was the word revealing 
and diſcovering the promiſes and truths. of God; 
"Bow accompliſhing. and. fulfilling them. That his 
name is near, his. wonderful: works. declare, Þfal. 
xy. 1. 
But more particularly let us bring it, home to 
our own experience. It may be, we find ourſelves 


ſometimes aſſaulted. with athgitical, thoughts: t 


* 


* 


Then he was known to 


ear are 
ng, wil. 
1 in the 
he righ- 
ies! In 
people, 
Piritual. 
ſun Ma- 

His 
e horns 
e hiding 


n of the 
deliver. 


horns, 
ung out 
Provi- 
and the 
elſe but 
le: Pro- 
n to his 
- out of 


own to 


the laſt 
ne ſhall 
dipt in 
word of 
word of 
zvealing 
f God; 
hat his 
e, Pal 


10me to 
arſelves 
its: de 


are tempted to think God hath left all. things be- 


THE MYSTERY OF. PROVIDENCE«. 156 


law to the courſe and ſway of nature, that our 
prayers reach him not, as it is in Lam. iii. 44; that 
he regards not what. evil befal us. But tell me, 
ſaints, have you not. enough at hand to ſtop the 
mouths of all. ſuch temptations ? O do but reflect 
upon your OWn experiences, and ſolemnly aſk your 
own hearts, Ws | 

1. Have you never ſeen the all-ſufficient God in 
the proviſions he hath made for you and yours 
throughout all the way that you have gone? Whe 
was it that ſupplied you with whatever was needful. 
in all your ſtraits? Was it. not the Lord?. © It w. _ 
he that hath given. bread to them that fear him, 
and hath been ever mindful of his covenant,” Pſal.. 
cxi. 5. O do but conſider. the conſtancy, ſeaſon- 
ableneſs, and at ſometimes the extraordinarineſs of. 
theſe proviſions, and how they. have. been given in 
upon prayer, and ſhut your eyes, if you can, againſt. \ 
the convincing evidence of that great truth, He: 
withdraweth not his eye from the righteous, Job: | 
n | | 

2. Have you not plainly diſcerned: the care of 
God in your preſervations from. ſo many and great 
dangers as you. have: eſcaped: and. been carried: 
through hitherto ? How is it that you. have over- 
lived ſo many mortal dangers, ſickneſſes, accidents,. 
deſigns. of enemies to ruin you? It is, I preſume, 
beyond queſtion with you, that the very finger of 
God. hath been in theſe things, and that it is by his 
care alone you have been preſerved... When. God: 
had ſo ſignally delivered David from a dangerous 
diſcaſe, and the plots of enemies againſt him, by 
this (ſaith he) I know thou favoureſt. me, becauſe 
mine enemy doth not triumph over me,; Pal. xli. 
11. He gathered from thoſe gracious protections 
the care God had over him. | 
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3. Have you not plainly diſcerned the hand gs 
God in the returns and accompliſhments of your 
prayers? Nothing can be more evident than this 
to men of obſervation. I ſought the Lord, and 
he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. 
They looked: unto him and were lightened, and 
their faces were not aſhamed. This poor man cri. 
ed, and the Lord heard him, and ſaved him out of 
all his troubles,” Pſal. xxxiv. 4, 5, 6. Parallel to 
this runs the experience of thouſands and ten thou. 
Tands of Chriſtians this day; they know they have 
the petitions they aſked of him. The. mercy car. 
ries the very imprefs and ſtamp of the duty upon 
it; ſo that we can ſay, This is the mercy, the very 
meycy I have ſo often ſought God about. O how. 
ſatisfying and convincing are theſe things ! 

4. Have you not evidently diſcerned the Lord's 
hand in the gniding and direQing of your paths to 
your unforſeen advantage? Things that you never 
projected for yourſelves have been brought about 
beyond all your thoughts. Many ſuch things are 
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ence, © The way of man is not of himſelf,” Jer. x. 
23. I prefame, if you will but look over the mer- 
cies you poſſeſs this day, you will find three to 
ene, it may be ten to one, thus wrought by the 
Lord for you. And how ſatisfying beyond all ar- 
guments in the world are theſe experiences : that 
there is a God to whonr his people are exceeding 
dear, „ a God that performeth all things for 
them! 3 

5. Is it not fully convictive that there is a God 
who takes care of you, in as much as you have 

found in all the temptations and difficulties of your 

lives his promiſes ſtill fulfilled, and faithfully per- 

formed in all: thoſe conditions ;. 1 appeal to your: 


with God; and which of all the ſaints have not found 
that word verified by clear and undeniable experi. 
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ſelves if you have not ſeen that promiſe made good, 
« J will be with him in trouble,” Pfal. xci. 15; and 
that © God is faichfal, who will not ſuffer you to 
be tempted. above that you are able; but will with 
the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye 
may be able to bear it,” 1 Cor. x. 13. Have not 
thoſe been as elearly made out by Providence be- 
fore your eyes as the ſun at noon-day ? What room 
then is left for atheiſtical ſuggeſtions in your breaſts? 

The Fourth Motive. The recording and recog- 
nizing of the performances of Frovidence will be 
ſingular ſupport to faith in ſuture exigences. This 
excellent ute of it lies full in the very eye of the 
text. There never befel David, in all his troubles, 


a a greater ſtrait and diſtreſs than this ; and doubt= 


leſs his faith had ſtaggered, had nat the conſidera- 
tions of former Providence come in to its relief. 
From this topic faith argues, and that very ſtrong- 
ly and concluſively. So did David's faith in many 
exigencies : when he was to encounter the cham- 
pion of the Philiſtines it was from former Provi- 
dence that he encouraged himſelf, 1 Sam. xvu. 37; 
and the apoſtle Paul improves his experiences to 
the ſame purpoſe, 2 Cor. i. 9, 10. Indeed the whole 
ſcripture is full of it: what Chriſtian underſtands 
not the exceeding uſeſulneſs of thoſe experiences 
he hath had to relieve and enliven? But I thall not 
fatisfy myſelf with the common aſſertion, than 
which nothing is more trite in the lips of profe- 
fors, bit will labour to ſhew wherein the great 
uſefulneſs of our recorded experiences, for eneou- 
raving faith-labour under difficulties, conſiſts. To 
this purpoſe, I ſhall defire the reader to ponder ſe- 
riouſſy theſe following particulars : 

1. How much advantage thoſe things have upon. 
our ſouls which we have already leſt and taſted, 
beyond. thoſe which were never reliſhed by any for- 
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mer experience! What 1s experience but 
ing down of the objects of ph to the ahnen 
and teſt of ſpiritual ſenſe? "Tow, when an thins 
hath been once taited, felt, and judged by food 
experience, it is much more caſfily believed and * 
ceived when it concurs again. It is much I 
for faith to travel in a path that is well known 6 
it, having formerly trod it, than to beat out a os 
one which it never trod, nor can ſee one ſtep before 
it. Hence It 1s, though there be a diſſiculty in all 
the acts of faith, yet ſcarce in any like the firſt ad. 
venture it makes upon Chriſt; and the reaſon lies 
Here, becauſe in the ſubſequent acts it hath all its 
former experiences to aid and encourage it ; but 
in the firſt adventure it hath none at all of Its 
own, 1t takes a path which it never knew beſore. 
To truſt God, without any trial or experience, is 
a more noble act of faith; But, to truſt him after 
we have often tried him, is known to be more eaſy, 
O it is no ſmall advantage to a ſoul in a ney 
plunge and diſtreſs to be able to ſay, This is not 
the firſt time I have been in theſe deeps, and vet 
emerged out of them! Hence it was that Chriſt 
ſtirred up his diſciples* memories with what Provi- 
dence had formerly wrought for them in a day of 
ſtraits. O ye of little faith, why reaſon ye a- 
mong yourſelves, becauſe ye have brought no 
bread ? Do ye not yet underſtand, neither remem. 
ber?” Matth. xvi. 8, 9, 10, 11. As if he had ſaid, 
were ye never under any ſtrait for bread before 
now ? Is this the firſt difficulty that ever your faith 
eombated with? No, no, you have ſelt ſtraits, and 
experienced the power and care of God in ſupply- 
ing them before now; and therefore I cannot but 
eall you men of little faith; for a very ordinary 
and {mall meaſure of faith, aſſiſted with ſo much ex- 
perience as you have had, would enable you to truſt 
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Cod. There is as much difference betwixt belie- 
ving before and aſter experience, as there 1s betwixt 
ſyimming with bladders and our firſt venture into 
the deep waters without them. 

What a fingular encouragement to faith do for» 
mer experiences yield it, by anſwering all the pleas 
and objections of unbelief drawn from the object of 
faith! Now there are two things which unbelief 
fumbles at in God: one is his power, the other 
his willingneſs to help. 

Unbelief objects the impoſſibility of relief in deep 
diſtreſſes. Can God furniſh a table in the wilder- 
nels? Can he give bread alſo? Can he provide fleſh 
for his people?“ Pfal. Ixxviti. 19. O vile and un- 
worthy thoughts of God ! proceeding from our mea- 
ſuring the immenſe and boundleſs power of God by 
our own line and meaſure; becauſe we ſee not 
which way relief ſhould come, we conclude none 1s 
to be expeted. But all theſe reaſonings of unbe- 
lief are vanquiſhed by a ſerious reflection upon our 
own experiences: God hath helped, therefore he 
can ſay, his hand is not ſhortened,” Ifa, lix. 1; 
i, e. he hath as much power. and ability as for- 
merly. . 

Unbelief objects againſt the will of God, and 
queſtions whether he will now be gracious, though 
he hath formerly been ſo. But, after ſo many ex- 
periences of his readineſs to help, what room for 
doubting remains ? Thus Paul reaſoned from the 
experience of what he had done, to what he could 
do, 2 Cor. i. 10; and fo did David, 1 Sam. xvii. 36. 
Indeed, if a man had never experienced the good- 
nels of God to him, it were not ſo heinous a ſin te 
queſtion his willingneſs to do him good; but what 
place is left after ſuch frequent trials? © 

2. It gives great encouragement to faith, as it” 
anſwers the objections of unbelief drawn from the 
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Tubjeft. Now theſe objections are of two forts 
alſo : 

Such as are drawn from our great unworthineſs, 
How (faith unbelief) can ſo ſinful and vile a crea. 
ture expect that ever God ſhould do this or that 
for me! It is true we find he did great things for 
Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Moſes, &c. but theſe were 
men of eminent holineſs, men that obeyed God, 


and denied themſelves for him, and lived more in 


2 day to his glory than ever I did in all my days, 

Well, but what ſignifies all this to the ſoul that 
hath taſted the goodneſs of God, under all its ſen- 
ſible vileneſs and unworthineſs, as well as they? 
As unworthy as I am, God hath been good to me 
notwithſtanding : his mercy appeared firſt to me, 
when I was worſe than I am now, both in condition 
and diſpoſition ; and therefore I will till expect the 
continuance of his goodneſs to me, though I deſerve 
it not. If when we were enemies we were re- 
conciled to God by the death of his Son, how much 
more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his 
life?“ Rom. v. 10. | 

Such as are drawn from the extremity of our 
preſent condition ; if troubles or dangers grow to 
an height, and we ſee nothing but ruin and miſery 
in the eye of reaſon before us; now unbelief be- 
comes importunate and troubleſome to the ſoul; 
now where are thy prayers, thy hopes, yea, where 
is now thy God ? 

But all this is eaſily put by and avoided by con- 
ſulting our experiences in former caſes. This is 
not the firſt time I have been in theſe ſtraits, nor 
the firſt time I have had the ſame doubts and de- 
ſpondencies, and yet God hath carried me through 
all, Pſal. Ixxvii. 7, 8, 9, &c. This is it that ſuſ- 
fers not a Chriſtian to unravel all his hopes in an 
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o forts hour of temptation. O how uſeful are theſe things 

to the people of God! 
thineſs, The Fifth Motive. - The recognition of former 
a Crea- Providences will miniſter to your ſouls continual 
or that matter of praiſe and thankſgiving, which is the very 
ngs for employment of the angels in heaven, and the ſweet». 


ſe were eſt part of our lives, on earth. 
1 God, See Pf. Ixi. 7, 8. If God will prepare mercy and 
nore in truth for David, he will prepare praiſes for his 
days, God, and that daily. By thee have I been holden 
ul- that up from the womb, thou art he that took me out 
ts ſen. of my mother's bowels ; (there mercies from the 
they? beginning are recognized) my praiſe ſhall be con- 
to me tinually of thee,” Pſal. Ixxi. 6. There the natural 
to me, reſult of thoſe recognitions is expreſſed. 
1dition There are five things belonging te the praiſe 
ect the of God, and all of them have relation to his Pro- 
eſerve vidences exerciſed about us. 
re re. (I.) A careful obſervation of the mercies- we 
much receive from him, Iſa. xli. 17, 18, 19, 20. This 16 
by his ſoundamental to all praiſe, God cannot be glorified 
for the mercies we never noted. 
of our (2.) A faithful remembrance of the favours re- 
o to ceived. © Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget 
niſery not all his benefits,“ Pſal. ciii. 2. Hence the Lord 
ef be- brands the ingratitude of his people, They ſoon 
ſoul; forgat his works,” Pſal. evi. 123. 
where (3.) A due appreciation and valuation of every 
Providence that doth us good, 1 Sam. xii. 24. That 
con- Providence that fed them in the wilderneſs with 
his is manna was the moſt remarkable Providence to 
„ nor them; but they not valuing it at its worth, God 
1d de- had not that praiſe for it which he expected, Num. 
rough xi. 6. 
t {uf- (4.) The excitation of all the faculties and po- 
in an ers of the ſoul in the acknowledgment of theſe mer- 
cies to us. 


Thus _— « Bleſs the Lord, O my 
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foul; and all that is within me bleſs his holy name,” 
Pſal. ciii. 1. Soul-praiſe is the very ſoul of praiſe; 
this is the very fat and marrow of that thank. offer. 
ing. 
(5-) A ſuitable retribution for the mercies re. 
ceived. This David was careful about, Pal. exvi. 
I; and the Lord taxes good Hezekiah for the ne. 
glect of it, 2 Chron. xxxii. 24, 25. This conſiſts 
in a ſull and hearty reſignation of all to him; that 
we have received by Providence from him; and in 
our willingneſs actually to part with all for him, 
when he ſhall remand it. 

Thus you ſee how all the ingredients to praiſe 
have reſpect to Providences ; but more particularly 
I will ſnew you, that, as all the ingredients of praiſe 
have reſpe& to Providences, ſo all the motives and 
arguments obliging and engaging ſouls to praiſe are 
found therein alſo. To this end confider how the 
mercy and goodneſs of God is exhibited by Provi- 
dence to excite our thankfulneſs. | 

I. That the goodneſs and mercy of God is let 
out upon lus people in his Providences about them; 
and this is the very root of praiſe. It is not ſo 
much the poſſeſſion that Providence gives us of ſuch 
or ſuch comforts, as the goodneſs and kindneſs of 
God in the diſpenſing of them, that engages a gra- 
clous ſoul to praiſe. * Becaule thy lovingkindnels 
is better than life, my lips ſhall praiſe thee,” Pſal. 
Ix111. 3. To give, maintain, and preſerve our life, 
are choice acts of Providences ; but, to do all this 
in a way of grace and lovingkindneſs, this is far 
better than the giſts themſelves. Life is but the 
thadow of death without it; this is the mercy that 
crowns all other mereies, Pfal. ci. 4. It is this a 
ſanctified ſoul deſires God would manifeſt in every 
Providence about him, Pſal. xvi. 7; and what is 
our praiſing of God elſe but our ſhewing ſorth that 
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lovingkindneſs which he ſheweth us in his Provi- 


dences ? Pſal. xcii. I, 2. 

(2.) As the lovingkindneſs of God; manifeſted 
in Providences, is a motive to praiſe, ſo the free 
and undeſerved favours of God, diſpenſed by the 
hand of Providence, oblige the foul to praiſe. This 
was the conſideration that melted David's heart 
into a thankful, praiſing frame, even the conſidera- 
tion of the free and undeſerved favours caſt in up- 
on him by Providence. What am I? O Lord 
God; and what is my father's houſe, that thou haſt 
brought me hitherto ?”? 2 Sam. vii. 18; 1. e. raiſed 
me by Providence from a mean condition to all thus 
dignity : © From following the ewes, to feed Jacob 
his people,” Pſal. Ixxviii. 70, 71. O this it is that 
engages thankfulneſs ! Gen. xxxii. 10. 

(3.) As the freeneſs of mercies diſpenſed by Pro- 
vidences engage praiſe, fo the multitudes of mercies 
heaped this way upon us ſtrongly oblige the ſoul to 
thankfulneſs. Thus David comes before the Lord 
encompaſſed with a multitude of mercies to praiſe 


bim, Pfal. v. 7. We have our loads of mercies, 


and that every day, Pſal. Ixviii. 19. O what a rich 
heap will the mereies of one day make when laid 
together ! | 
(4-) As the multitndes of mercies diſpenſed by 
Providences oblige to praiſe, ſo the tenderneſs of 
God's mercy, manifeſted in his Providence, leaves 
the ſoul under a ſtrong obligation to thankfulneſs. 
We ſee what tender reſentments the Lord hath of 
all our wants, ſtraits, and burdens. * Like as a 
father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him,” Pſal. cit. 13. He is full of bowels, 


as is ſignified in James v. 11. Vea, there are not 


only bowels of compaſſion in our God, but the ten- 


derneſs of bowels, like thoſe of a mother to her 


fucking child, Iſa. xlix. 15. He feels all our pains, 
| P2 
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as if the apple of his eye were touched, Zech. ji, 
8; and all this is diſcovered to his people in the 
way of his Providences with them, Pal. exi. 1, 
3, 4. O who of all the children of God hath not 
often found this in his Providences ? And who can 
ſee it, and not be filled with thankfulneſs? All theſe 
are ſo many bands clapt by Providenee upon the 
ſoul to oblige it to a life of praiſe. Hence it is, 
that the prayers of the ſaints are ſo full of thankl. 
givings upon theſe accounts ; it is ſweet to recount 
them to the Lord in prayer; to lie at his feet in 
an holy aſtoniſhment at his gracious condeſcenſions 
to poor worms. 

The Sixth Motive. The due obſervation of Pro- 
vidence will endear Jeſus Chriſt every day more 
and more to your ſouls. Chriſt is the channel of 
grace and mercy ; through him are all the ſtreams 
of mercy that flow from God to us, and all the re- 
turns of praiſe from us to God, 1 Cor. iii. 21, 2% 
All things are ours upon no other title but our 
being his. 

Now there are fix things in Providence which 
are exceedingly endearing of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

to his people; and theſe are the moſt ſweet and de. 
Iicious parts of all our enjoyments. 

1. The purchaſe of all thoſe mercies which Pro- 
vidences convey to us is by his own blood; for not 
only ſpiritual and eternal mercies, but even all our 
temporal ones are the acquiſitions of his blood. 
Look, as ſin forfeited all, fo Chriſt reſtored all thoſe 
mercies again to us by his death. Sin had ſo ſhut 
up the womb of mercy, that, had not Chriſt made 
an atonement by his death, it could never have 
brought forth one mercy to all eternity for us. It 
is with him that God freely gives us all things,” 
Rom. viii. 32; yea heaven itſelf, and all things 
needful to bring us thither, among which is prin- 
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eipally included the titulage and aid of Divine Pro- 
vidence ; ſo that whatever good we receive from 
the hand of Providence we mult put it upon the ſcore . 
of Chriſt's blood; and, when we receive it, we may 
ſay, it is the price of blood: It is a mercy riſing up 
out of the death of Chriſt : It coſt him dear, though 
it come to me freely: It is ſweet in the poſſeſſion, 
but coſtly in the acquiſition. Now this is a moſt 
endearing conſideration : Did Chriſt die that thoſe 
mercies might live? Did he pay his invaluable 
blood to purchaſe theſe comforts that I poſſeſs? O 
what tranſcendent, matchleſs love, was the love of 
Chriſt ! You have known parents that have laid 
out all their ſtocks of money to purchale eſtates for 
their children; but when-did-you hear of any that 
ſpent the whole ſtock and treaſure of their blood 
to make a purchaſe for them? If the life of Chriſt 
had not been ſo afflictive and ſad to him, ours could 
not have been ſo ſweet and comfortable to us: it 
is through his poverty we are enriched, 2, Cor. 
vill. 9. Theſe ſweet mercies,. that are born of 
Providence every day, are the fruits of the travail 
of his foul: 

2. The ſanctiſication of all is by our union with 
Chriſt : it is by virtue of our union with his perſon 
that we enjoy the ſanctified gifts and bleſſings of 
Providence, All theſe are mereies additional to 
that mercy CurisT, Mat. vi. 33. They are given 
with him, as in Rom. viii. 32. This is the tenure 
by which we hold them, 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23. 
Look, what we loſt in Adam is reſtored again with 
advantage in Chriſt. Immediately upon the fall, 
that curſe, Gen. ii. 17, ſeiaed upon all the miſerable 
poſterity of Adam, and upon all their comforts, 
outward as well as inward ; and this ſtilt hes heavy 
upon them. All that Providence doth for them 
that are Chriſtleſs is but to feed ſo many poor con- 
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demned wretches, till the ſentence they are under 
be executed upon them : it is indeed bountiful and 
open- handed to many of them, and. fills them with 


earthly comforts: hut not one ſpecial ſanQifed 


mercy. is to. be found among all their enjoyments: 


theſe gifts of Providence do but deceive, defile, and 


deſtroy them. through their own corruptions, and, 


for want of union. with Chriſt, © the proſperity of 
fools ſhall deſtroy them,” Prov... i. 32. 


But when a man is once in Chriſt, then all. Pro- 


vidences are ſanctified and ſweet. © Unto the pure 
all things are pure, Titus i. 15.. A little that 
a righteous man hath, 1s better than the treaſures 


of many wicked,” Pſal. xxxvii. 16.. Now Chriſt 


becomes an head of influence as well as of dominion, 


and in all things: he conſults. the good of his own 
members, Eph. i. 22. 

3. The diſpenſation of all our comforts and mer- 
eies is by his direction and appointment. It is true 
the angels are employed in the kingdom of Provi. 
dence, they move the wheels; 1. e. are inſtrumen- 


tal in all the revolutions in this lower world: but 


ſtill they receive directions and orders from Chriſt, 
as you may ſee in that admirable ſcheme of Provi- 
dence, Ezek. i. 25, 26, &c. Now what an-endear- 
Ing meditation is this! Whatever creature be in- 
ſtrumental for any good to you, it is our Lord je- 


Ius Chriſt that gave the orders and commands te 


that creature to do it, and without it they could 
have done nothing for you: It is your Heap in 
heaven that conſults your peace and comfort on 
eirth: Theſe are the fruits of his care for. you, 
So in the prevention and reſtraints of evil; it i 
he that bridles in the wrath of devils and men, be 
Holds the reins in his own hands, Rev. ii. 10. k 
was the care of Chriſt over his poor ſheep at Ds 
nmaſcus that ſtopt the raging adverſary, who ws 
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4. The continuation of all your mercies and eom- 


forts, outward as well as inward, is the fruit of his. 


interceſſion in heaven for you.. For look, as the. 
offering up of the Lamb of God a ſacrifice for ſin 
opened the door of mercy at firſt, ſo his appearing, 
before God, as a lamb that had been flain, ſtill 
keeps that. door of mercy open, Rev. v. 6, and Heb.. 
ix. 24. By this his interceſſion, our peace and 
comforts are prolonged to us, Zech. i. 12, 13. 
Every ſin we commit would put an end to the mer- 
cies. we poſſeſs, were it not for that caution which 
is put in for us by it.. © It any man fin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righ« 
tcous ; and he is the propitiation for: our ſins,” &c.. 
1 John ii. 1, 2. This ſtops all pleas, and pr ; 
new pardons for new ſins. Hence it is, he ſaves: 
to the uttermoſt,” Heb. vii. 25; to the laſt eom- 
pleating act. New. fins do not irritate our former” 
pardons, nor cut off our privileges ſettled upon us 
in Chriſt... 

5. The returns and anſwers of all your prayers: * 
and gries to Heaven for the removing of your af-- 
flictions, or ſupply of your wants, are all procured: 
and obtained for you by Jeſus Chriſt, He is the 
Maſter of your requeſts, . and, were it not that God 
had reſpe&t to him, he would never regard your” 
cries to him, nor return an anſwer of peace to you, 
how great ſoever your diſtreſſes ſnould be, Rev. 
viii. 3, 4. It is his name that gives our ers 
their acceptance; John xv. 16: becauſe the Father 
can deny him nothing, therefore your prayers are 
not denied. Doth God condeſcend to hear you in 
the day of trouble? Doth he convince you, by your 
own experience, that your prayers have power with 
God, and do prevail? O ſee how much you owe to 
your dear Lord Jeſus Chrift for this high and glo- 
ous privilege t- 
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6. The covenant of grace, in which all your 
- comfortable. enjoyments are comprized, and b. 
which they are ſecured, ſanctiſied, and ſweetened to 
Jou, is made in Chriſt, and ratified by him betwixt 
God and you. Your mercies are all compriſed in 
this covenant, even your daily bread, Pſal: cxi, 5, 
as well as' your juſtification and other ſpiritual 
mereies. 

It is your covenant. intereſt that ſecures to you 
whatever it compriſes, Iſa. lv. 3. Hence they are 
called the ſure mercies of David. 

Nay, this is it that ſanctifies them, and gives 
them the nature of ſpecial and peculiar mercies. 
One ſuch mercy is worth a thouſand common mer. 
cies ; and, being ſanctified and ſpecial mercies, they 
mult needs be exceedingly ſweet beyond all other 
mercies. On theſe accounts it was that David ſo 
rejoiced in his covenant intereſt, though laden with 
many afflictions, 2 Sam. XX111. 5. 

But now all this hangs entirely upon Chriſt, 
The New Teſtament. is in his blood, 1 Cor. xi. 25, 
and whatever mercies. you. reap from that covenant, 
you muſt thank the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for them, 
Put all. this together, and then think how ſuch con- 
fiderations will endear Chriſt to your. ſouls ! 

The. Seventh. Motive. The due obſervations of 


Providence have a marvellous efficacy to melt the 


heart, and make it thaw, and relent ingenioufly be- 
fore the Lord. 


How can a ſandified heart do leſs than melt into 


tears whilſt. it either conſiders the dealings of God 
from time to time with it, or compares the mercies 
received with the fins. committed, or the different 
adminiſtrations of Providence. towards itſelf and 
others? 

Let a man but ſet himſelf to think deliberately 
and cloſely of the ways of Providence towards him; 
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jet him but follow the tract of Providence as it has 
led him all along the way that he hath gone, and, 
if there be any principle of gracious tenderneſs in 
him, he ſhall meet with variety of occaſions to ex- 
cite and draw it forth. Reader, go back with thy 
ſerious thoughts, TW 
(i.) To the beginning of the ways of God with 
thee, the mercies that brake out early in thy youth, 
even the firſt-born mercies from the womb of Pro- 
vidence, and thou wilt ſay, What need I go farther? 
Here is enough not only to move, but overwhelm 
my heart. May IT not from this time cry unto: 
thee, My Father, thou art the guide of my youth,” 
Jer. iii. 4. What a critical time is the time of 
youth? It is the moulding age, and ordinarily, ac- 
cording to the courſe of thoſe leading Providences, 
After-Providences to ſteer their courfe. What le- 
vity, raſhn&, ignorance, and ſtrong propenſions to 
ſin and ram accompanied that age! How many, be- 
ing then left to the ſway of their own luſts, run 
themſelves into thoſe fins and miſeries which they 
never recover themſelves from to their dying day? 
Theſe, like the errors of the firſt concoction, are 
rarely rectified afterwards. Did the Lord guide 
thee by his Providence when but a child ? Did he 
then preſerve thee from thoſe follies and miſear- 
riages which blaſt the very bloſſom, and nip the 
bud, ſo that no good fruit is to be expected after- 
wards ? Did he then caſt thee into ſuch families, or 


among ſuch company and acquaintance as moulded 


and formed thy ſpirit to a better temper ? Did he 
then dire& thee mto that way of employment where- 
in thou haſt ſeen ſo large a train of happy conſe- 
quents ever fince following thee ? And wilt thou 
not from henceforth ſay, My Father, my Father. 
thou art the guide of my youth? 
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Or, (2.) Let us but bring our thoughts cloſe to 
the Providences of after-times, and conſider how the 
ſeveral changes and removes of our lives have heen 
ordered for us: things we never foreſaw nor de- 
ſigned (but much better for us than what we de. 
ſign) have been all along ordered for us. The 
way of man 1s not in himſelf. God's thoughts have 
not been our thoughts, nor his ways our ways,” 
Among the eminent mercies of thy life, reader, 
how many of them have been mere ſurpriſals to 
thee? Thy own projets have been thruſt aſide to 
make way for better things deſigned by Providence 
for thee. | 

Nay, (3.) Do but obſerve the ſprings and au- 
tumns of Providence, in what order they have flou- 
riſhed and faded with thee, and thou wilt find thy- 
Telf overpowered with the ſenſe of Divine wiſdom 
and goodneſs : when neceſſity requiredfſuch a friend 
was ſtirred up to help thee, ſuch a place opened to 
receive thee, ſuch a relation raiſed up or continued 
to refreſh thee ; and no ſooner doth Providenee de- 
prive thee of any of them, but either thy nced of 
them ceaſes, or ſome other way is opened to thee, 
O the depth of God's wiſdom and goodneſs! O the 
matchleſs tenderneſs of God to his people ! 
(4+) Compare the dealings of Providence with 
you and athers, yea, with others that ſprang up 
with you in the ſame generation, it may be in the 
| ſame families, and from the ſame parents, it may 
be in families greater and more flouriſhing in the 
world than yours, and ſee the difference, upon many 
great accounts, it hath made betwixt you and them. 
I knew a Chriſtian, who, after many years ſepars- 
tion, was viſited by his own brother, the very fight 
of whom wrought upon him much as the fight of 
Benjamin did upon Joſeph, ſo that he could not re: 
frain to fall upon his neck, and weep for joy; but, 
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after a few hours ſpent together, finding the ſpirit 
of his brother. not only eſtranged from all that was 


' ſpiritual and ſerious, but allo very vain and pro- 


phane, he haſtened to his chamber, ſhut the door 
upon him, threw lumſelf down at the feet of God, 
and with flowing eyes and a melting heart admired 
the diſtinguiſhing grace of God, ſaying, Was not 
Eſau Jacob's brother ? O grace, grace, aſtoniſhing 
ace ! 

6 5.) Compare the carriage of Providence towards 
you with your own carriage towards the Lord, and 
it muſt needs melt your heart to find ſo much mer- 
ey beſtowed where ſo much ſin hath been commit- 
ted. What place did you ever live in where you 
cannot remember great provocations committed, 
and manifold mercies, notwithſtanding that, receiv- 
ed? O with how many notwithſtandings and never- 
theleſſes hath the Lord done you good in every 
place! What relation hath not been abuſed by ſin, 
and yet both raiſed up and continued by Providence 
ſor your comfort ? In every place God hath left the 
marks of his goodneſs, and you the remembrances 
of your ſinfulneſs. Give yourſelves but leave to 
think of theſe things, and it is ſtrange if your hearts 
relent not at the remembrance of them. 

(6.) Or laſtly, Do but compare your dangers 
with your fears, and both with the ſtrange outlets 
and doors of eſcape Providence hath opened, and it 
cannot do leſs than over power you with a full ſenſe 
of Divine care and goodneſs. 

There have been dark clouds ſeen to riſe over 
you, judgment even at your door, ſometimes threa- 
tening your life, ſometimes your liberty, ſometimes 
your eſtates, and ſometimes your deareſt relations, 
in whom, it may be, your life was bound up. Re- 
member in that day what faintneſs of ſpirit ſeized 
you, what charges of guilt ſtirring up fears of the 
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iſſue within you: you turned to the Lord in that 
diſtreſs; and hath he not made a way to eſcape, and 
delivered you from all your fears? Pſal. xxxiv. ,, 
Oh! is your life ſuch a continued throng, ſuch 
a diſtracted hurry, that there is no room to be 
found with Chriſtians. to fit alone, and think on 
theſe things, and preſs theſe marvellous diſcoveries 
of God in his Providences upon their own hearts! 
Surely, might theſe things but lie upon our hearts, 
talk with our thoughts by day, and lodge with us 
at night, they would even force their paſſage do 
to our very reins. | 
The Eighth Motive. Due obſervation of Pro. 
vadence will both beget and ſecure inward tranqui- 


lity in your minds amidſt the viciſſitudes and revo- 


lutions of things in this unſtable, vain world. 

“I will both lay me down in peace, and ſleep, 
for the Lord only maketh me dwell in ſafety,” Pſal. 
iv. 8. He reſolves the ſinful fears of events ſhall 


not rob him of his inward quiet, nor torture his 


thoughts with anxious preſages : he will commit all 


his concerns into that faithful, fatherly hand, that 
had hitherto wrought all things for him, and he 
means not to loſe the comfort of one night's reſt, 
nor bring the evil of to-morrow upon the day, but, 
knowing in whoſe hand he was, wiſely enjoys the 
ſweet felicity of a reſigned will. | 

Now this tranquility of our minds is as much be- 
gotten and preſerved by a due conſideration of Pro- 
vidence as by any thing whatſoever. Hence it was 
that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when he would cure 
the diſciples? anxious and diſtracting ſolitudes about 
a livelihood, bids them conſider the care Providence 
hath over the birds of the air, and the lillies of the 
field, how it feeds the one and cloaths the other, 
without any anxious care of theirs ; and would 
have them well conſider thoſe Providences, and 
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reaſon themſelves into a calm and ſweet compo» 
ſure of ſpirit from thoſe conſiderations, Matth. vi. 
27, &e. 14+ | 

Tro things deſtroy the peace and tranquility of 
our lives ; our bewailing paſt diſappointments, or 
fearing future ones. But would we once learn pre- 
viſion and proviſion to be divine prerogatives, and 
take notice how often Providence baffles thoſe that 
pretend to it, cauſing the good they foreſaw.(ac- 
cording to their conjectures) coming to their hand, 
yet to balk them and flee from them ; and the evil 
they thought themſelves ſufficiently ſecured from, 
to invade them: I ſay, would we conſider how Pro- 
vidence daily baffles theſe pretenſions of men, and 
aſſerts its own dominion, it would greatly conduce 
to the tranquility of our lives. 

This is a great truth, that there is no face of 
adverſity ſo formidable, but, being viewed from this 
ſtation, would become amicable. Now there are 
ſeveral things in the conſideration of Providence 
that naturally and kindly compoſe the mind of a 
Chriſtian to peace, and bring it to a fweet reſt, 
whilſt events hang in a doubtful ſuſpenſe. 

1. The ſupremacy ef Providence, and its uncon- 
troulable power in working. This is often ſeen in 
the good that it brings us in a way that is above the 


thoughts and cares of our minds, or labour of our 


hands. “I had not thought (ſaid Jacob) to have 
ſeen thy face; and lo, God hath ſhewed me thy 
ſeed alſo,” Gen. xlvii. 11. There is a frequent 
coincidency of Providences in a way of ſurpriſal, 
which, from no appearance, or the remoteſt tenden- 
cy of outward cauſes, could be foreſecn, but rather 
falls viſibly croſs to the preſent ſcheme and poſture 
of our affairs. Nothing tends to convince us of 
the vanity and folly of our own ſolicitudes and pro- 
jections more than this doth, 
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2. The profound wiſdom of Providence in a 


that it performeth for the people of God. The 
wheels are full of eyes, Ezek. i. 18 ; i. e. there iy 


an intelligent and wiſe ſpirit that fits upon, and go. 


verns the affairs of this world. 

This wiſdom-ſhines out to us in the unexpected, 
yea, contrary events of things. How often have 
we been courting ſome beautiful appearance that 
invited our ſenſes, and with trembling ſhunned the 
formidable face of other things, when notwithſtand- 
ing the iſſues of Providence have convinced us that 
eur danger lay in what we courted, and our good 
in what we ſo ſtudiouſly declined ? This alſo is a 
ſweet principle of peace and quiet to the Chriſtian's 
mind, that he knows not but his good may be im- 
parted in what ſeemed to threaten his ruin. Many 
were the diſtreſſes and ſtraits of Iſrael in the wil- 
derneſs, but all was © to humble them, that he 
might do them good in the latter end,“ Deut. vii, 
16. Sad and diſmal was the face of that Provi. 
dence that ſent them out of their own land into the 
land of the Chaldeans; yet even this was a projet 
to do them good, Jer. xxiv. 5. How often have 
ve retracted our raſh and head- long cenſures of 


things upon experience of this truth, and been 


taught to bleſs our afflictions and diſappointments 
in the name of the Lord! Many a time have we 
killed thoſe troubles at parting which we met with 
trembling. And what can promote peace under 
doubtful Providences more effectually than this? 
3. The experiences we have had throughout our 
lives of the faithfulneſs and conſtancy of Providence 
are of excellent uſe to allay and quiet our hearts 
in any trouble that beſals us. © Hitherto God hat 
helped,” 1 Sam. vii. 122 We never found hin 
wanting to us in any caſe hitherto : this is not the 
firſt ſtrait we have been in; the firſt time that our 
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hearts and hopes have been low. Surely he is the 
ſame God now as heretofore ; his hand is not 
ſhortened, neither doth his faithfulneſs fail. O re- 
count in how great extremities former experience 
hath taught you not to deſpair ! 

4. The conjectures Chriſtians may make of the 
way of Providence towards them, for what its 
farmer methods have been towards them, is ex- 
cceedingly quieting and comfortable, It is uſual 
with Chriſtians to compare times with times, and 
to gueſs at the iſſue of one Providence by another. 


The faints know what courſe Providence uſually 


holds, and accordingly with great probability col- 
lect what they may expect from what, in like caſcs, 
they have formerly obſerved. Chriſtian, examine 
thine own heart and its former obſervations, and 
thou wilt find, as in Pſal. Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32, that 
it is uſually the way of God to prepare ſome ſmart 
rods to correct thee, when either thy heart hath 
ſecretly revolted from God, and is grown vain, 
careleſs, and ſenſual, or when thy ſteps have de- 
clined, and thou haſt turned aſide to the commiſ- 
ſion of iniquity ; and then, when thoſe rods have 
been ſanctified to humble, reduce, and purge thy 
heart, it is uſually obſerved that thoſe ſad Provi- 
dences are then upon the change, and then the 
Lord changes the voice of his Providence towards 
thee. © Go and proclaim theſe words towards the 
north, and ſay, return thou baekſliding Iſrael, ſaith 
the Lord, and I wilt not cauſe mine anger to fall 
upon you, for I am merciful, ſaith the Lord, and 
I will not keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge 
thine iniquĩity,“ Jer. iii. 12, 13. 

If therefore I find the bleſſed eſfedts of the rod 
upon me, that it hath done its work to break the 


hard heart, and pull down the proud heart, and 
p 


: 
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awaken the drowſy heart, and quicken the ſſothfut, 
negligent, lazy heart ; now, with great probability, 
I may conjeQure a more comfortable aſpe& of Pro. 
vidence will quickly appear, the refreſhing and re. 
viving time is nigh. | 

5. It is uſual with Chriſtians to argue themſelves 
into freſh reviving hopes when the ſtate of things 


is moſt forlorn, by comparing the Providences of 
God one with another. impre 
(.) It is a mighty compoſing meditation when =o 
we compare the Providences of God towards the MW bis 
inanimate and irrational creatures with his Provi. in all 
dences towards us. Doth he take care for the very exlv. 
fowls of the air, for whom no man provides, as M 
well as thoſe at the door which we daily feed? Doth bale e 
he ſo clothe the very graſs of the field? Hear the MW © © 
young ravens when they cry for meat? And can it Pre, 
de ſuppoſed he ſhould forget his owu people, who MW Perm 
arc of much more value than theſe? | holy | 
(2.) Or if we compare the bounty and care that himſe 
Providence hath expreſſed to the enemies of God, ſlainec 
how it feeds, and clothes, and protects them, even by the 


whilſt they are fighting againſt him with his own IM © the 
mercies, it cannot but quiet and ſatisfy. us that e ju 
ſurely he will not be wanting to that people upon : J* 
whom he hath ſet his love, to whom he hath given MW = all 
his Son, and for whom he hath defigned heaven MW Patter 


1tlelf. our w; 
83.) It muſt needs quiet. us when we conſider this is 
what the Lord did for us in the way of his Provi- 2. | 
dence, when we ourſelves were in the ſtate of na. holine 
ture and enmity againſt God. Did he not then Men » 
look after us, when we knew him not? Provided Preven 
for us, when we owned him not in any of his mer- Keep t 
cies ? Beſtowed thouſands of mercies upon us, when why 1 
way wi 


we had no title to Chriſt, or any one promiſe! 


thould 
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Nothfut And will he now do leſs for us, ſince we are recon- 
bability. ciled to become his children ? . 
t of pr Surely ſuch conſiderations. as theſe cannot but 


f1l the ſoul with peace, and preſerve the tranqui- 
lity of it under the moſt diſtracting Providences. 
The Ninth Motive. Due obtervations: of the 
ways of God in his Providences towards us have an 
excellent uſefulneſs and aptitude to advance and 
improve holineſs in our hearts and lives; for, 
1. The holineſs of God is manifeſted to us in all 
his works of Providence. © The Lord is righteous 
in all his ways, and holy in all his. works,” Pſal. 
the very exlv. 17. The inſtruments uſed by Providence 
des, as may be very ſinful and wicked, they may aim at 
1? Doth baſe ends, and make uſe of wicked mediums to at- 
tain them ; but it 1s certain God's deſigns are moſt 
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Lear th : ; 
4 * , pure, and all his workings are ſo too. Though he 
le, who permits, limits, orders, and over- rules many un- 


holy perſons and actions, yet in all he works like 
are that bimſelf, and his holinels is no more deſiled and 
of God, ſtained by their impurity than the ſun- beams are 
m, even by the noiſome exhalations of a dunghill. He 
his own is the rock, his work is perfect; for all his ways 
us that are judgment, a God of truth, and without iniqui- 
ple upon t) juſt and right is he, Deut. xxxil. 4. So that. 
ch given in all his Providences he ſets before us a perfect. 
I heaven pattern of holineſs, that we might be holy in all 
our ways as our Father is in all his ways. But 
eonfider MI this is not all: bas | : 
s Provi- 2. His Providenees, if duly obſerved, promote: 
e of na. dbolineſs by ſtopping up our way to fin. Oh! if 
ot then WI men would but note the deſigns of God in his 
>ovided MI preventive Providences, how uſeful would it be to 
his mer keep them upright 3 holy in their ways! For 
18, when why is it that the Lerd ſo often hedges up our 
romiſe? WM vay with thorns, as it is in Hoſea ii. 6, but that we 
fhould- not find our paths to fin? Why doth be 
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* clog us, but to prevent our ſtraying from him? 
& Left I ſhould be exalted above meaſure, there was 
given me a thorn in the fleſh, a meſſenger of Satan 
to buffet me,” 2 Cor. xii. 7. Oh! it is good to 
attend to theſe works of God, and ſtudy 'the mean. 
ing of them. Sometimes Providence eroſſeth a 
hopeful, thriving project, to advance our eſtate, and 
fruſtrates all our labours and cares ; why is this? 
but to hide pride from man. Shouldeſt thou prof. 
per in the world, that proſperity might be thy 
mare, and make thee a proud, ſenſual, vain ſoul; 
the Lord Jeſus ſees this, and therefore withdraws 

. the food and fuel from thy corruptions. 
It may be thou haſt a crazy, diſeaſed, weak bo- 
dy ; thou often laboureſt under infirmities : in this 
the wiſdom and care of God over thy ſoul is mani- 
feſted ; for, wert thou not ſo clogged, how proba- 
ble is it that much more guilt might be contraQted? 
Your poverty doth but clog your pride; reproaches 
clog your ambition ; want prevents wantonnels ; 
fiekneſs of body conduces to the prevention of many 
inward gripes of conſcience and groans under guilt. 
3. The Providences of God may be obſerved to 
conduce to our holineſs &, not only preventing fin, 
io that we may not fall into it, but alſo purging 
our ſins when we are fallen into them. © By this 
therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged; 
and this is all the fruit, to take away his ſin,” Iſa. 
XXvVii. 9, and ſo Dan. xi. 33, 34, 35 ; they are of 
the ſame uſe that fire and water are for purging 
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* God would not rub ſo hard, if it were not to 
fetch out the dirt that 1s engrained in our natures. 
He loves purity ſo well, that he had rather ſee a 


Gurnal's 


hole than a-fpot in his child's garment, 
Chriſtian Armour. Par. 2. p. 221. 
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and eleanſing; not that they can purge us from ſin 
in their own virtue and power; for, if ſo, thoſe 
that have moſt afflictions would have moſt grace 


alſo: but it is in the virtue of Chriſt's blood, and 


God's bleffing upon afflicttve Providence, that they 
purge us from fin, A croſs without a Chriſt never 
did any man good. Now in God's afflictive Provi- 
dences for {in there are many things that tend to 
the purging of it; for, | 

(1.) Such rebukes of Providence diſcover. the diſ- 
pleaſure of God againſt us; the Lord frowns upon 
us in thoſe Providences : our Father is angry, and 
theſe are the tokens of it; and nothing works more 
to the melting of a gracious heart than this. Muſt 
not the heart of a child melt and break whilſt the 
father is angry? O this is more bitter to our ſpi- 
rits than all the ſmart and anguiſh of the affliction 
can be to our fleſh! “O Lord rebuke me not in 
thy wrath ; neither chaſten me in thy hot diſplea- 
{ure : for thine arrows ſtick faſt in me; and thine 
hand preſſeth me fore. There is no ſoundneſs in 
my fleſh becauſe of thine anger: neither is there 
any reſt in my bones becauſe of my fin,” Pſal. 
Ixxviii. 1, 2, 3. 
( 2.) By theſe rebukes of fin, the evil of fin is 
diſcovered more ſenſibly to us, and we are made to 
ſee more clearly the evil of it in theſe glaſſes of af - 
fliction which Providence at ſuch times ſets before 
us, than formerly we ever ſaw. © Thine own 
wickedneſs ſhall corre& thee, and thy. backſlidings 
mall reprove thee: know therefore and fee that it 
is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt forſaken 
the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in 
thee, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts,” Jer. ii. 19. O the 
gall and wormwood that we taſte in it under God's 
rebukes for it ! 
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5 Providence blaſts and fruſtrates all ſinful 


projects to the people of God; whoever thrives in 3 
them, they ſhall not, Iſa. xxx. 1, 2, &c. And this fin * 
alſo convinces them of the folly that is in fin, and 1 
makes them cleave to the way of ſimplicity and in. 1 
tegrity. 

(4-) Holineſs is promoted in the ſoul by caution. _ 
ing and warning the ſoul againſt fin for time to rp 
1 bare borne chaſtiſement, I will not of. "Mp" 
fend any more,” Job xxxiv. 31. O happy Provi- e I 
dences, how Cart ſoever, that make the ſoul for Fo Ik 
ever afraid of fin! Surely ſuch rods are well be. 1 
ſtowed. This gives God his end; and if ever ve N 
ſorrowed after a godly ſort in the day of our xn 


troubles, it will work this carefulneſs : ** Behold life of 
this ſelf-ſame thing that ye ſorrowed after a godly bed tc 
fort, what carefulneſs is wrought in you!“ &e. 


2 Cor. vil. 11. O if ever a man has been under =; 
a ſanctified rod, which hath ſhewed him the evil of ends 


fin, and kindly humbled him for it, and a tempta- to the 
tion ſhould again ſolicit him to the ſame evil why, nftan 
thinks he, what a madneſs is it for me to buy re- 


ntance at fo dear a rate? Have I not ſmarted 270 6 
enough already? You may as well aſk me, whether life le 
I will run again into the fire, after I have been al- moſt 1 
ready ſcorched in it ? ſider 1 

(5. ) Providences do greatly 1 improve and promote 1. 
holineſs, by drawing the ſoul into the preſence of uſuall 
God, and giving it the opportunity and occaſion 6f tempt 
much commumon with him. Comfortable Provi- that f 
dences will do this, they will melt a man's heart in ns 
Iove to the God of his mercies, and pain his bowels 6 
that he ſhall not be quiet till he have found a place * 
to pour out his ſoul in thankfulneſs to the Lord, regar 
2 Sam. vii. 18. for es 

Afflictive Providences will drive us to the feet of comes 


God, and there make us to judge and condemn our- and { 
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felves ; and all this hath an excellent uſe to deſtroy 
ſin, and promote holineſs in the ſoul. | 

The Tenth Motive. Laftly, The confideration 
and ſtudy of Providence will be of ſingular uſe to 
us in a dying hour. Hereby-we treaſure up that 
which will ſingularly ſweeten our death to us, and 

catly aſſiſt our faith in the laſt encounter. You 
find when Jacob died what reflections he had upon 
the dealing of God with him in the various Provi- 
dences of his life. See Gen. xlvii. 3, 7, 15, 16. 
In like manner you find Joſhua recording the Pro- 
vidences of God when at the brink of the grave; 
they were the ſubject of his dying diſcourſe, Joſh; 
xxiv. and I cannot but think it a ſweet cloſe to the 
life of any Chriſtian : It muſt needs ſweeten a death- 
bed to recount there the ſeveral remarkable paſ- 
ſages of God's care and love to us from our begin- 
ning to that day: to reflect upon the mercies that 
went along with us all the way, when we are come 
to the end of it. O Chriſtians ! treaſure up theſe 
inſtances for ſuch a time as that is, that you may 
go out of the world bleſſing God for all the good» 
neſs of truth he hath performed to you all your 
life long. Now the meditations of theſe things 
muſt needs be of great uſe in that day, if you con» 
fider the following particulars : 

1. The time of death is the time when ſouls are 
uſually moſt violently aſſaulted by Satan with horrid 
temptations and black ſuggeſtions. We may ſay of 
that figurative, as it is ſaid of the natural ſerpent, 
he never exerts his utmoſt rage till the laſt encoun- 
ter, and then his great deſign is to perſuade the 
ſaints that God loves them not, hath no care nor 
regard for them nor their cries ; though they pray 
for eaſe, and cry for ſparing mercy, they ſee none 
He handles them with as much roughneſs + 
and ſeverity as other men; yea, many of the vileſt 
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and moſt deſolate wretches endure leſs torments, 
and are more. gently handed than they. © There 
are no bands in their death,” Pſal. Ixxiii. 4, where. 
as thou muſt go through a long lane of ſickneſs to 
the grave, and endure many deaths in one. 

But what credit can theſe plauſible tales of Satan 
obtain with a Chriſtian who hath been treaſuring 
up all his life long the memorials of God's tender 
regard both to his wants and prayers, and that hath 
carefully remarked the evident returns of. his pray. 
ers, and gracious condeſcenſions of God to him from 
his beginning to that moment ? In this cafe his faith 
is mightily aſſiſted by thouſands of experiences 
which back and encourage it, and will not ſuffer 
the ſoul to give up ſo cafily a truth which he hath 
fo often ſenſibly ſelt and taſted. I am ſure (ſaith 
he) God hath had a tender, fatherly care of me 


ever ſince I became his; he never failed me yet in 


any former ſtrait, and I cannot believe he will do 


fo now. I know his love is like himſelf, unchange- 
able. Having loved his own which were in the 
world, he loved them unto the end,” John xii. 1: 

For this God is our God for ever and ever, he 
will be our guide even unto death,” Pfal. xlviii. 14. 
Did he love me in my youth, and will he caft me 
off in my decrepid age? O God, (faith the Pſal- 
maſt) thou haſt taught me from my youth, and hi- 
therto have I declared thy wondrous works; now 
alſo, when I am old and grey-headed, O God, for- 
ſake me not,” Pſal. Ixxi. 17, 18. 

2. At death the ſaints arc engaged in the laſt 
and one of the moſt eminent works of faith, even 
the committing themſelves into the hands of God, 
we are launching forth into that vaſt eternity, and 
entering into that new ſtate, which will make 10 
great a change upon us in a moment. In this Chriſt 
ſets us a pattern: Father, into thy hand I com- 
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wend my ſpirit, Luke xxiii. 46; and having ſaid 
thus, he gave up the ghoſt. So Stephen at his 
death, Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit, and imme- 
diately fell aſleep, Acts vii. 59. 

There are two ſignal and remarkable acts of 
faith, both exceedingly difficult, viz. its firſt act 
and its laſt. The firſt is a great venture that it 
makes of itſelf upon Chriſt ; and the laſt is a great 


venture too, to caſt itſelf into the ocean of eternity, 


upon the credit of a promiſe. But yet I know the 
firſt adventure of the ſoul upon Chriſt is much more 


difficult than the laſt adventure upon death; and 


that which makes it ſo is, in great meaſure, the 
manifold recorded experiences that the ſoul hath 
been gathering up from the day of its eſpouſals to 
Chriſt unto its dying, which is (in a ſenſe) its mar- 
riage-day. Oh! with what encouragement may a 
ſoul throw himſelf into the arms of that God with 
whom he hath ſo long converſed and walked in this 
world! Whoſe viſits have been ſweet and frequent, 
with whom the ſoul hath contracted ſo intimate ac- 
quaintance in this world; whom he hath commit- 
ted all its affairs to formerly, and ſtill found him a 
faithful God ; and now hath no reaſon to doubt but 
it ſhall find him ſo in this laſt diſtreſs and exigence 
alſo, | 

3- At death the people of God receive the laſt 
mercies that ever they ſhall receive in this world 
by the hand of Providence, and are immediately to 
make up their accounts with God for all the mer- 


cies that ever they received from his hand. What - 


can be more ſuitable therefore to a dying perſon 
than to recount with himſelf the mercies of his 


whole life, the manifold receipts of favour for which 


he is to reckon with God ſpeedily ; and how ſhall 
this be done without a due and ſerious obſervation 
and recording of them now? I know there arc 
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thouſands of mercies forgotten by the beſt of Chrif. 


_ tans; a memory of braſs cannot contain them: 


and I know alſo that Jeſus Chriſt muſt make up the 
account for us, or it will never paſs with God; yet 


it is our duty to keep the accounts of our own mer. 


cics, and how they have been improved by us, for 
we are ſtewards, and then are to give an accounz 
of our ſtewardſhip. | 

4. At death we owe an account alſo to men, and 
ſtand obliged, if there be opportunity for it, to 
make known to. them that ſurvive us what we have 


ſeen and found of God in this world, that we may 


leave a teſtimony for God with men, and bring up 
à good report upon his ways. Thus dying Jacob, 
when Joſeph was come to take his laſt farewell of 
him in this world, ſtrengthened himſelf, and fat 
upon the bed, and related the eminent appearances 
of God to him, and the places where, Gen. xlviii, 
2, 3, as alſo an account of his afflictions, ver. ). 
So Joſhua, in his laſt ſpeech to the people, makes 
it his buſineſs to vindicate and clear the truth of 
the promiſes, by recounting to them how the Pro- 
vidence of God had fulfilled the ſame to a title in 
this day. And behold (faith he) this day I an 
going the way of all the earth, and ye know in all 
your hearts, and in all your ſouls, that not one 
thipg hath failed of all the good things which the 
Lord your God ſpake concerning you; all are come 
to paſs unto you, and not one thing hath failed 
thereof,” Joſh. xxiii. 14. 

And certainly it is of great importance to the 
world to underſtand the judgments and hear of the 
experiences of dying men: they, of all men, are 


, preſumed to be moſt wiſe and moſt ſerious ; heſides, 


this is the laſt opportunity that ever we ſhall have 
in this world to ſpeak for God. O then what 


ſweet thing would it be to cloſe up our lives witl 
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m honourable account of the ways of God! To get 
out of the world blefling him for all the mercies 
and truth which he hath here performed to us ! 
How would this encourage weak Chriſtians, and 
convince the Atheiſtical world, that verily there is 
z reality and an excdllexcy in the ways and people 
of God ! 

5. At death we begin the angeles life of praiſe 
and thanſgiving ; we then enter- upon that ſweet” 
and everlaſting employment : and as I doubt not 
but the Providences in which we were concerned 
in this world will be a part of that ſong which we 
ſhall ſing in heaven, ſo certainly it will become us 
to tune our hearts and tongues for it whilſt we are 
here, and eſpecially when we are ready to enter 
upon that bleſſed ſtate. O therefore let it be your 
daily meditation and ſtudy what God hath been to 
you, and done for you, from the beginning of his 
way hitherto. 

And thus I have ſpread before you ſome encou- 
ragements .to this bleſſed work. Oh! that you 
would be perſuaded to this lovely and every way 
beneficial practice! This I dare preſume to ſay, 
That whoever finds a careful and a thankful heart 
to record and treaſure up the daily experiences of 
God's mercy to him, ſhall never want new mercies 
to record to his dying day. It was ſaid of Clau- 
tan, that he wanted matter ſuitable to the excel. 
leney of his parts; but where is the head or heart 
that is ſuitable to this matter ? Who can utter the 
mighty works of the Lord ? Who can ſhew forth 
all his, praiſe ? Pſal. vi. 2. 5 

Thus I have, through the aid of Providence, dit. 
patched the main deſign I aimed at in the choice of 
this ſubjeck. All that remains will now be ſpeedily 
finiſhed in ſome few inferences to be briefly noted 
upon the whole, and three or four practical caſes 
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to ee You,, have heard how Providenes 
« performeth. Al * s for you,” Learn thence, 
Firſt Inference hat God is therefore te be 
owned by you in all that beſals you in this world, 
whether it be in a, way of ſucceſs and comfort, or 
of trouble and alfliction. O it is your duty to ob. 
ſerve his hand and diſpoſal! When God gives you | 
comforts, it is your great .cvil: not to obſerve his | 
hand in them. Hence was that charge againſt I. 
rael, She did not know that I gave her corn, and 
wine, and oil, and multiplied her filver end-golg,” 
oſca ii. 8; i. e. ſhe did not actually and affe dien. 
ately confitler my care over her, and goodneſs to 
her, in theſe mercies. And fo for afflictions, ; itis a 
great wickedneſs, when God's hand is hfted up, not 
to ſer it, Iſa. xxvi. 11. „The ox knows his own- 
er, and the aſs his maſter's crib,” Iſa. i. 3; the 
moſt dull and ſtupid, creatures know their benefac- 
tors. O look to the hand of God in all, and know 
that neither your comforts nor aflliftions ariſe out 
of the duſt, or ſpring up out of the: ground. 
Second Inference. If God perform all things for 
you, how great 1s his condeſcenſion to, and cars 
over his people! What is man that thou ſhould- 
eſt magnify him, and ſet thine heart upon him? and 
that thou ſhouldeſt viſit: him every morning, and 
try him every moment ?” Job vii. 17, 18. Such is 
his tender care over you that he withdraws not his 
eye from you. See Job xxxvi. 7. Leſt any hurt 
you, he himſelf will guard and keep you day and 
night, Iſa. xxvii. 3. Should he withdraw his eye 
8 hand one moment from you, that moment would 
be your return. Ten thouſand evils watch but for 
ſuch an opportunity to ruſh in upon you, and de- 
ſtroy you and all your comforts. You are too dear 
to him to be truſted in any hand but his own 
All his ſaints are in thy hand,” Deut. xxxiii. 3. 


Tae" NTT r ptovitince. it 
Third Inference: Learn henot how you” art 
vbliged'to perform Alk duties and fervices for God, 
ho perfſormeth all things for yon, It was the win 
oa good man, Oh! that I could be to Gad what 
my hand is to me, viz; a ſerviceable, ulſeful inſtru» 


ment! Shan God do all things for you, and will 


you do nothing for God? Is Providence every mo- 


ment at work for you, and wilt you be idle? T6 


what purpoſe then is all that God hath done fort 
you? Is it not the nim and deſign of all to make 
you a fruitful people? If God plant, and fence, and. 
water you by Providence, ſure he looks you Thould 
bring forth fruit, Iſa. v. 1, 2, 3. O that in return 
ſor all the benefits of Providence you would ſay to 
God, as grateful Eliſha ſaid to the Shunammite, 
„ Behold thou haſt been careful for us with all this 
tare: What is to be done for thee?” 2 Kings iv. 133 
aid with David, What ſhalt T render unto the 
Bord for all his benefits towards me?“ Pfal; exvi. 
12. He is ever doing you good, be you therefore 
trays abounding in his work. His Providence 
ſtamds by you in your greateſt diſtreſſes and dun- 
gers ; do nat you flinch from God when his fervice 
and your duty is compaſſed about with difficulties, 
© be active for that God who is acting every mo- 
ment for you! x | 

Fourth Inference. Doth God perform alt things 
for his people? Do not diſtruſt him then as often 
as new or great difficulties ariſe. Why ſhould you 


think he that hath done ſo many things for you he 


will now do no more? Surely © the Lord's Hand is 
not ſhortened that it cannot ſave, nor Kis ear heavy 
that it cannot hear;” if any thing put a ſtop to hi 
mercy, it is your iniquities, your diſtruſt, and inſi- 
delity. © How long will it be ere you believe him?“ 
If a thouſand and ten thouſand trials and experi- 
ences of his tender care, faithfulneſs, and love, wil 

Ra 


| 
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eure this diſtemper in you, you have them at han 


to do it. If the frequent confutations of this your 


diſtruſt by the unexpected breakings out of merey 


for vou under like diſcouragements will cure it, 


look back. and you may ſee them. Certainly you 
have been. often forced by Providence with ſhame 
and repentance to retract your raſh cenſures of his 
care; and yet will you fall into the ſame diſtemper 
again? Oh!, that you would once learn this great 
truth, that no manxever wanted that mercy which 
he wanted not an heart to truſt and wait quietly 


| upon God for. You never yet ſought God in vain, 


except when you ſought him vainly. ' + 


The Fifth Inference. Doth God perforin all 


for you ? then ſeck God for all by prayer, and ne. 


ver undertake any deſign without him: certainly if 
he do not perform it. for you, you can never have 
what you defire and labour for: and though he 
hath deſigned to perform this or that merey ſor 


* 


et for theſe things he will be inquired of that 


e may do it for you, Ezek. xxxvi. 37. I reckon 


that buſineſs as good as done, that mercy as good 


as if it were in hand, that trouble as good as over; 
ſor the doing, enjoying, or removing whereof we 
have engaged God by prayer. It is our folly to 


engage this inſtrument or that ſor us, to attempt 
this. way and that to compaſs our deſign, and all 


the while forget him upon whoſe pleaſure all in- 
ſtruments and means entirely depend: That which 
begins not with prayer, ſeldom winds up with com- 
fort ; therefore let him that performs all be owned 
and acknowledged in all. | 

The Sixth Inference. Laſtly, If God performs 


all things for us; then it is our great intereſt and 
eoncernment in all things to ſtudy to pleaſe him, 


upon whom we depend for all things, 


2 4 
» Y &* * 
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It is a grave and weighty obſervation. of 'Chrys 
ſoſtom. Nothing (ſaith he) thould be grievous'and 
bitter to a Chriſtian, but to provoke the diſpleaſure 
of God. Avoid that, and no affliction or trouble 
whatever can caſt down: fuch a prudent ſoul x but 
even as a ſpark 1s-eaſily ext inguiſhed in the ſea, ſo 
will the. favour of God extinguiſh thoſe troubles. 
Ft is with ſuch a ſoul (ſaith he) as it is with the 
heavens; we think the heavens ſuffer. when they 
are over-ſpread with olouds, and the ſun ſuffers: 
when it is eclipſed ;. but there is no ſuch tlüng, 
they ſuffer not when they ſeem to fuffer. Every 
thing is well, and ſhall be well, when all is well be⸗ 
twixt Goa ITbe great confolation of the: 
ſaints lies ins this, that all that concerns them is 
in the hands of their Father: I had utteriy 
deſpatred, ſaith Luther, had not: Chriſt been Head 
of the church.” When he that performs all-things: 
is our God, even our God that delights in our proſ- 
perity, that rejoices over us to do us good, what. 
ample ſeeurity is there in the? greateſt confuſions 
and dangers ! When one told Bouromeus that there: 
were ſome that laid wait for his life, his auſwer was, 
What is God in the world for nothing? And as 
notable was the reply of Silentiarius in the like : 
caſe, If God take no care of me, how do I live, 
how have I ſubſiſted hitherto? Though it ſeems a Ml 
romanee to many, ſaith a late grave author, yet i 


Ul in- we muſt either quit the ſcripture or give credit to 
vhich this, that the moſt infallible rules for one to raiſe 
* his fortune and enſure a deſtiny that can controul 
wned the ſtars, are given forth there, viz. in the ſerip- 
| tures, where it is evidently found, that a good man 
orms may even be his own carver. O that we would 
| and but ſteer our courſe according to thoſe rare po- 
him, ties of the biþle, thoſe divine maxims of wiſdam i 


Fear nothing but fin. Study nothing ſo much ag. 
R 3 
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finder any temptation. T'ruſt God in the way of 
| your duty. Theſe are ſure rules to ſteure your. 
flelves and your intereſt in all the vieiſſitudes of this 


My laſt work will be to ſtate three or four prac. 


tical caſes about this ſubject, and ſo I ſhall ſhut up 


this diſcourſe of Providenee. 

- Firſt Caſe. How may a Chriſtian diſcover the 
will of God and his own duty under dark and doubt. 
ful Providences? | 

In order to the clearing of this caſe, we arc to 
conſider what is meant by the will of God; what 


by thoſe doubtful Providences that make the dif. 


govery of his will difficult, and what rules are to 
be obſerved for the clearing up of God's will to 
ourſelves under ſuch difficult and puzzling Provi- 
dences. 1 5151 a . 
As to the will of God, it falls under a twofold 
conſideration, viz. of his ſecret and revealed will, 
This diſtinction is found in that ſcripture, © The 
ſecret things belong to the Lord our God, but 
thoſe things which are revealed belong unto us,“ 


Re. Deut. xxix. 29. The firſt is the rule of his 


own actions, the latter of ours; and this only is 


concerned in the quere. | 

This revealed will of God is either manifeſted to 
us in his word or in his works. The former is his 
commanding. will, the latter his effecting or per- 
mitting will; the one verſant about good, the o- 
ter about evil. T9 

In theſe ways God manifeſts his will to men, but 
yet with great variety and difference, both as to 
the things revealed,- the perſons to whom he re- 
veals them, and the degrees of clearneſs in which 
they are revealed. | 


* (1. As to the things revealed, there 18 great 
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difference; for the great und neceſſary duties of 
religion. are revealed to us in the mee with the 
greateſt perſpieuity and evidence. - About theſe 
there can be no | hefitation/; but things of a lower 
nature and leſſer concern, are left more obſcure. 

(2.) As to the perſons to whom God reveals his 
will, there is great. difference; ſome are ſtrong 
men, others babes, 1 Cor. mm. 1; ſome have ſenſes 
exerciſed, others are of weak and dull underſtand- 
ing; and. we know every thing is received accords 
ing to the ability. and meaſure of the perſon re- 
cerving it. Henee it is that one man's way is very 
plain before him, he knows what we ought to do; 
the other is ever and anon at a loſs, dubious, og 
uncertain what to do. | 

6.) The manner of God's s revealing his will to 
men is alſo very different. Some have had ſpecial, 


perſonal, and pecuhar diſcoveries of it made to 


them. So had Samuel about the choice of the per- 
ſon whom he ſhould anoint King, 1 Sam. ix. 153 
and ſo had David, 1 Sam. xxiii. 2, 4, 9, 10, 1 I, 123 
where you find, upon his inquiry of God, (likely by 
the urim and thumim) God told him what was his 
duty as to that reien, and what would be the 
event of it. 

But now all are tied up to the ordinary, Nand: 
ing rule of the written word, and muſt not expect 
any ſuch extraordinary revelations from God. The 
way we now have to know the will of God concern. 
ing us in difficult caſes is to ſearch and ſtudy the 
ſcriptures; and where we find no particular rule tg 
guard us in this or that particular caſe, there we 
are to apply general rules, and govern ourſelves 
according to the analogy and. Jeon Soy bean 
towards each other. 

But now it often falls out, that l in ſach Joubtfal 
eales we are entangled: in our own thoughts, and 


$ 
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put to a loſe what courſe to take, We 
David: that God would“ make his way plain — affed 

us,” Pfal. v. 8. Aſraid-we are of dif pleaſing. God, W 
oe yet doubtful we may do ſo-whether we refolve conſc 
this way. or that. And this comes to paſa not only W the P 
through the difficulty of the cafe, but from our own dictat 
ignorance and. inadverteney, and. very - frequently W you c 
from thole Providences that lie before us, wherein make 
God ſeems to hint his mind to us, this way or that, MW way © 
and whether we may ſately guide ourlebves by thoſe MW tions 
intimations of Providence is doubtſul to us. a ſcrij 

That God doth. give men: fecret hints and dences 
mations of his will, by his Providence, cannot. be and, « 
doubted ; but yet Providences in themſelves. ane no ments 
ſtable rule of duty, nor ſufficient diſcovery. of the WM way ol 
will of God. We may ſay of them, © Behold, I go counte 
forward, but he is not there: and backward, bur ing of 
cannot, perceive. him: on the left hand where be back fr 
doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth MW 9 T 
himſelf 'on the right hand, that J cannot ſee him,” eced in 
Job xxiii. 8, 9. ny ſtun 
If Providence in irſelr So allowed to be a faſſicient mit to 
difcovery. of God's will to us, then we ſhall be for- like a | 
ced — to juſtify and condemn the ſame I vithere 
eauſe or perſon, foraſmuch as there is © one even} ſtatutes 
happens to all,” and as it falls out to the good, ſo if *moſt « 
t the wicked, Eecl. ix. 2. Beſide; if Providence thy pre 
alone were the rult to judge any action or deſign Paul 
by; then a wicked undertaking would ceaſe” to be to go te 
fo, if it ſhould fucceed well; but fin is ſin ſtill, and I velatior 
duty is duty Nill, whatever the events and iffues a how me 
either be. befel bi 
be ſafeſt way therefore to. make — of Provi to him 
dence, in ſuch eaſes, is to conſider them as they Nlewed t. 
follow the commands or promiſes of the word, ILeruſale 
not ſingly and ſeparately in themſelves. If you Then 


arch the ſeriptuncs with: an indifferent and unby E 3 
r, 
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affed ſpirit, in a doubtful cafe, pray for counſel and 
direction from the Lord, attend to the dictates of 
conſcience; and, when you have done all, ſhall find 
the Providences of God ſalling out agrecably to the 
dictates of your own conſcience, and the beſt light 
you can find in the word, you may in ſuch caſes 
make uſe of it as an encouragement to you in the 
way of your duty; but the moſt ſignal demonſtra- 
tions of Providence are not to be accepted · againſt 
a ſcripture rule; no ſmiles or ſucceſſes of Provi- 
dences may in this caſe encourage us to proceed: 
and, on the other ſide, no frowns or diſcourage- 
ments of Providence. ſhould diſhearten us in the 
way of our duty, how many ſocver we ſhould-en- 
counter therein. Holy Job could not find the nican- 
ing of God in his work,» yet would he not go 
back from the commandments of. his lips, Job xxili. 
9. The like reſolution you find. in David to pro- 
cced in his duty, and cleave to the word, how ma- 
ny ſtumbling- blocks ſocver Providence ſhould per- 
mit to be laid in his way. « I am become (ſaith he) 

like a bottle in the ſmoke, (not only blacked, but 
withered up by troubles) yet do I not farget thy 
ſtatutes,” Pſal. cxix. 133 and again, They had 
almoſt conſumed me upon earth: but I forſook not 
thy precepts,” verſe 87. . 
Paul, by. the direction of the Spirit, was engaged 
to go to Jeruſalem, Acts xx. 22. Aſter a clear re- 
velation of the mind of God to him in that matter, 
how many difficult. and diſcouraging Providences 
befel him in his way? The diſciples at Tyre ſaid 
to him „ by the Spirit (though in that they fol- 
lowed their own ſpirits) that he ſhould not go to 
Jeruſalem,” Acts Wi e344 1 
Then at Ceſarea he met Agabus, a prophet, who 
told him what ſhould befal him when he came thi- 
ther, chap. xxi. IO, 11. All this wall not. diſſuade 


4 
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Hime) N this, — 

thren beſecoh him to: deelint thiat journey ? vep, 

£2 „Vet knowing his rule, and refolving do 
. it, he puts by all, and procccts 


15 chen, Providence, i in Senembehd vich ur 
word, may give. ſome encouragement to us in our 
wap, but no teſtimony of Providence is to be we. 
depted againſt the word. If feripture and eon 
ſeieuec tell you, ſueh a way is finfal, you muy n 
venture upon it, how many opportunities or encoy- 
ragements. focver Providence may ſuffer to offer 
themſelves to you, . for they are ory permitted for 
vour trial, not your encouragement : take this 
therefore for a: ſure rule, that no Providence can 
legitimate or juſtiſy ene evil; nor wiltt'be 

4 plea before God for any man to fay, t the Provi 

| —ʒà48ä — ent to do it; 
though the word gave me none. If therefore in 
doubtfil euſes you would difcover God's will, gy 
vern TIC in — ſearch aſter it by theſt 
rules. 
1. Get the he bear of God upon — 
be really afraid of offending him, and then God wil 
not hide his mind fram ſuch a ſoul. The ſecret 
of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and he will 
ſhew them his covenant,” Pfat. xxv. 14. 
2. Study the word more, and the concerns and 
intereſts of the world leſs. The word is light to 
our feet, Pſal. exix. 105; i. e. it hath a difcover 
and directive uſefulneſs as to all duties to be 
done, and dangers. to be avoided : it is the! preal 
eracle at which you are to inquire :''treaſure up its 
rules in your hearts, and you will walk ſafely. 
Thy word have 1 hid i in my heart, that I might 
not nene thee, Fla ezix. 11. 
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v Reduce what yelt-know. into practice, and you 


do de 141 k what. 1 18 your duty ta practiſe. „Af _ 

? wet, men do N he ſhall know of the doctrine,ꝰ 

ing v John vil. 17. A guod nderſtahding have we 
that do thereakier,” Pſakexi./ 10. 


TY £5 A Pray for illumination and direction in the cp 
ach u het you ſhould: go beg the Lord to guide vou in 
in our frais, and that he would not ſuffer you to fall into 
de we. n. This was the holy practice of Kara. Then 
A con I proclaimed: a faſt there at the viver Ahava, that 
nay na I ve might-affli&- ourſelves before our God, to ſeek 
eneow of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, 
to offer nd for all our ſubſtance, Ezra viii. 4. 
enen dr 3 And this being done, follow Providence fo far 
ke this 2s it agrees with the word, and no farther, Read 
nee em the obſcure texts of Providence, with the comment 
of the word, and you cannot make & falſe int 

tation of them. There is no uſe to be made of 
Providence againſt the word, but in ſubſervieney to 
it : and there are two excellent uſes of Providence 
in ſubſerviency to the word. 

(1. Providenees, as they follow promiſes and 
prayer, are evidences of God's faithfulneſs in their 
accomphſhment. When David languiſhed under 2 
diſeaſe, and his enemies began to triumph in the 
hopes of his downfall, he prays that God would be 
merciful to him, and raife him up; and by that he 
faith, „He knew. the Lord favoured him, becauſe 
his enemies did: not triumph over him,” Pſal. xli. 
10, 11. This Providence he looked upon as a 
token for good, as elfewhere he calls it, Pſal, 
IXXXVi, 17. 

(2.) Providences give us loud calls to thoſe: du- 
ties which the command lays upon us, and tells. us 
when we are actually and preſently under the obli- 
gation of the commands as to the performance of 
them, Thus, when ſad Providences beſal the 


ne on, 
church or ourſelves, they call us to nl 
and let us know that then the command upon us to 
humble ourſelves at the ſeet of God, is in force 
upon us. The Lord's voice erieth to the city, 
and the man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name, hear the 


rod, and who hath appointed it, Micah vi. 9. The 


anoth 
tatior 
eager 


rod hath a voice, and what doth it ſpeak ? Why, * 
now is the time to humble yourſelves under the b 3 
mighty hand of God; this is the day of trouble in nf, 
which God hath bid you to call upon him: and in * 


when comfortable Providences refreſh us, it now God h 
informs us this is the time to rejoice in God, ae. rack 
cording to this rule: In the day of proſperity be Wl 4 hor 
joyful,” Eccl. vii. 14. Theſe precepts bind always, 
but not to always. It is our duty, therefore, and 1 
our wiſdom to diſtinguiſh ſeaſons, and know the pro- ¶ Exod 
per duties of every ſeaſon; and Providence is an 5 
index that Points them out to us. Thus of the their 
firſt caſe. | | da ] 0 

The Second Caſe. — may a Chriſtian be ſup: ey 


ported in waiting upon God, whilſt Providence de- au . 
lays the performance of the mercies to him, for 8 
which he hath long prayed and waited?  * an - * 


Two things are ſuppoſed in this caſe. a 

1. That Providence may linger and delay the But 
performance of thoſe mereies to us that vt 44 : 

have long waited and prayed for. Notz 

2. That during that delay and ſuſpenſion our 


hearts and hopes may be very low, and regs Kos _ 

dy to fail. . 

1. 40 may long * the performance 3 
ol thoſe mercies we have prayed and waited upot pect th 
God for. T 5 
For the right ale Alg of this, know that 9 
there is a twofold term or ſeaſon fixed for the per- 1 8 
formance of mercy to us. One by the Lord our „e, 16 


God, in whoſe hand times and ſeaſons are, AQs i.) but * 
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another by ourſelves, who raiſe up our own expec · 
tations of mercies, ſometimes merely through the 
eagerneſs of our deſires aſter them, and ſometimes 
upon uncertain conjectural grounds and appear - 
ances of eneouragement that lie before us. 

Now nothing can be more preeiſe, certain, and 
punctual, than is the perſormance of mercy at the 
time and ſeaſon which God hath appointed, how 
long ſoever it be, or how many obſtacles ſoever lie 
in the way of it. There was a time prefixed by: 
God himſelf for the performance of that promiſe of 
Iſrael's deliverance out of E and it is ſaid, 
At the end of the four hundred and thirty years, 
even the ſelſ· ſame day, it came to paſs that all the 
hoſt of the Lord went out of the land of Egypt,“. 
Exod. xii. 41, Compare this with Adds vii. 17, 
and there you have the ground and reaſon why: 
their deliverance was not, nor could be delayed one 
day longer, becauſe © the-time of the promiſe was 
now come.” | Promiſes, like a pregnant woman, 
muſt accompliſh their appointed months, and when 
they have ſo done, Providence will midwife the. 
mercies they go big withal into the world, and not 
one of them ſhall miſcarry. | | ner 

But for the ſeaſons which are of our own fixing 
and appointment, as God is not tied to them, ſo his 
Providences are not governed by them, and hence 
are our diſappointments. We looked for peace, 
but no good came ; for a time of health, and be- 
hold trouble,” Jer. viii. 15. And hereupon is it 
that we fret at the delays of Providence, and ſuſ- 
pet the faithfulneſs of God in their performance. 
hut his thoughts are not our thoughts,” Iſa. Iv. 
3; © The Lord is not ſlack ccncerning his promiſe, 
as men count ſlackneſs,“ 2 Pet. iii. 9. It is ſlack» 
nels, if you reckon by your own rule and meaſure, 
but it is not ſo if you _—_ and count it by God's. 
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of working by our arithmetic. 


and much diſcouraged. 


raiſe and comfort their hearts. 


% 


The Lord doth not computc-and reckon his ſeaſom 
Nou have both 
theſe rules compared, and the ground of our miſtake 
detected in this ſcripture: The viſion is yet for 
an appointed time, but at the end it ſhall ſpeal, 
and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it, becaufe i it 
will ſurely come, it will not tarry,” Hab. ii. 3. 
God appoints the time: when that appointed 
time is come, the expected mercies will not fail; 
but, in the mean time, * though it tarry (faith the 
prophet) wait for it, for it will not tarry.” Tarry, 
and not tarry, how ſhall this be reconciled? The 


meaning is, it may tarry much beyond your ex- 


pectation, but not a moment beyond Godk appoint- 
ment. g 

tha During this delay of Brendon che hearts 
and hopes of the people of God may be very low, 
This is too plain from 
what the ſcriptures have recorded of others, and 
every one of us may find in our own experiences. 
We have an inſtance of this in Iſa. xlix. 13, 14. 
In the 13th verſe you have God's faithful promiſe 
that he will comſort his people, and have merey 
upon his afflicted;ꝰ enough, one would think, to 
But the merey 

romiſed was long in coming, they waited from year 
to year, and ſtill the burthen preſſed them, and was 


not removed. And therefore Zion ſaid, the Lord 
hath forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me, 


verſe 14; as if he had ſaid, It 1s in vain to look for 
ſuch a mercy, God hath no regard: to us, we are 
out of his heart and mind, he neither cares for us, 
nor minds what becomes of us. 

So it was with David, aſter God had 20 him 
ſuch a promiſe, and in the time thereof fo faith- 
fully performed it, that never was mercy better ſe- 


. enred te any man; for they are called “ the'ſurs 
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ſeaſons. WM mereies of David,” Ia. lv. 3. Vet Providence de- 
e both WW layed the accompliſhment of them ſo long, and ſuf- 
miſtake, W fered ſuch difficulties to intervene, that he even 
yet for I deſpairs to ſee: the aecompliſhment. of them, but 
| ſpeak; eren concludes God had forgotten him too. * How 
aufe it long wilt thou forget me, O Lord, for ever?” Pſal. 
«3- i. 1. And what he ſpeaks here by way. of queſ- 
pointed tion, he elſewhere turns into a poſitive: concluſion 2 
ot fail: All men are liars, I ſhall one day periſh by the 
uth the hand of Saul,” Fſal. cxvi,.-11. And the cauſes of 
Tarry, ¶ theſe deſpondencies: and ſinkings of heart are partly 
1? The I from ourſelves, and partly from Satan. If we. duly 
our ex. ¶ examine our own hearts about it, we hall find that 
ppoint- WM theſe ſinkings of heart are, 

7 1. The immediate effects of pnbelies We * 
hearts ¶ ot depend and rely upon the word with that full 
truſt and confidence that is due to the infallible 
word of a faithful and unchangeable God. Vou 


rs, and may ſee the ground of this ſaintneſs in that ſerip- 
riences. ture, © 1 had fainted unleſs I had believed, Pſal. 
13, 14. {Wixvii. 13. Faith is the only cordial that relieves 
promile the heart againſt theſe ſaintings and deſpondencies. 
e mercy Where this is wanting, or is weak, no wonder our 
unk, to earts fink at this rate when diſcouragements are 


e mercy eſore us. T 
om year 2. Our n and Wie things by the | 
and was {Wulcs of ſenſe, this is a great cauſe of our diſcou- 


agements, We conclude that according to the 


| ppearances of things will be their iſſues. If Abra- 
look for Nam had done ſo in that great trial of his faith, he 
„ve are Nad certainly loſt his footing ; © but againſt hope, 
s for us; . e. againſt natural debe he believed in 


ope, giving glory to God,” Rom. iv. 18. If Paul 


jade him Nad done ſo, he had fainted under his trials. We 
ſo faith. int not (ſaith he) whilſt we look not at the things 
etter ſe- Wat are ſeen,” 2 Cor. iv. 16, 18; as if he had ſaid, 
the ſurt Nat which keeps up our ſpirits is our looking o. 


82 
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from things preſent and viſible, and meaſuring ill 


ve accuſed for this? Theſe things you promil 


Jour 


. i 
by another rule, viz. the power and fidelity of G0 — : 
firmly engaged in the promiſes. bach 
3. In all theſe things Satan manages a deſign —_ 
upon us. Hence he takes occaſions to ſuggeſt hard . Go 
thoughts of God, and to beat off our fouls from al _ 
confidence in him, and expectations from him. He 3 
is the great make · bate betwixt God and the ſaints W 
He reports the diffizulties and fears that are in our rieh s 
way with advantage, and labours to weaken our 4 
hands, and diſcourage our hearts in waiting vpn Jencc 
God. And theſe ſuggeſtions gain the more credit . 
with us becauſe they are confirmed and atteſted by * 
ſenſe and feeling. _— 

But here is a deſperate deſign carrying on under age 
very plauſible pretences againſt our fouls. It con thou | 
cerns us to be watchful now, and maintain our faith joyelt 
and hope in God. Now bleſſed is he that can ref it i, | 
fign all to God, and quietly wait for his falvatinf . rnal 
To aſſiſt the ſoul in this difficulty, I hall offer ſon _.- 
farther help beſide what hath been formerly gira „hich 
under the firſt caution, in the following conſider i „ 
Uons! 5 . | necdfu 
A Firſt Conſideration, Though Providence do not theſe g 
yet perform the mercics you wait for, yet you han 55 5 
no ground to entertain hard thoughts of God ; 6 God 

it is poſſible God never gave you any ground . - ont 
your expectat ion of theſe things from him. It u 4 "Ie 
be you have no promiſe to bottom your hope wil Who t 

on; and, if ſo, why ſhould God be ſuſpeRed tis k 
diſhonoured by you in a caſe wherein his tu fla! Be 
and faithfulneſs was never engaged to you? If. . 
are croſſed in our outward concernments, and | 4 
our expegations of proſperity daſhed ; if we | aa 
ſuch or ſuch an outward comfort removed, tral << WOW" 

' which we promiſed ourſelves much ; why muſt vo ke. "I 
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1 yourſelves ; ; but where did God (promiſe you prof- 
uring ill perity, and continuance of thoſe comfortable things 
y of od Ml + you? Produce his promiſe, and ſhew wherein he 


hath broken it. It is not enough for you to ſay 
a defipn there are general promiſes in the feripture, that 
geſt hard God will with-hol4 no good thing,” and theſe. are 
from al good things which Providence with-holds from you; 
um. He for that promiſe, Pſal. Ixxxiv. 11. hath its limita- 
ne ſaints, tions, it 15 expreſsly limited to ſuch as ** walk up- 
re in vur rightly and it concerns you to examine whether 
;aken our you have done ſo, before you quarrel with Provi- 
ung upon dence for non-perſormence of it. Ah! friend, ſearch 


Tre creat: own heart, reflect upon thine own ways; ſeeſt 
tteſted by thou not ſo many flaws in thine integrity, ſo many 

turnings aſide from God, both in heart and life, 
1 that may juſtify God not only in with-holding hat 


| thou lookeſt for, but in removing all that thou en- 
our faith joy ent? And beſides this limitation as to the object, 
it Can te ite is limited (as all other promiſes relating to ex- 
lalvationl ternals are) in the matter or things premiſed by the 
offer ond wiſdom and will of God, which is the only rule by 
rly gra ich they are meaſured out to men in this world; 

oonſiden i i. e. fuch mercies. in ſuch proportions as he ſees. 
needful and moſt condurible to your good; and 


de do a theſe given out in ſuch times and ſeaſons as are af 


804 = his own appointment, not yours. 
G ” God never came under an abſolute: unlimited tye 
r for out ward comforts: to any of us; and if we be 


diſappointed, we can blame none but ourſelves. 
Who bid us expect reſt, eaſe, delight, and things af 
this kind in this world? He hath never told us we 
ſhall be rich, hcalthy, and at caſe in our habita- 
tions; but, on the eoutrary, he hath oſten told us 
we muſt expect * troubles in the world,” John xvi. 
33; and that “ through many tribulations we' maſt 
enter into his kingdom,” Acts xiv. 22. All that 
he ſtands bound to us by promiſe for, is, to“ be 
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Vith us in trouble,“ Pal. xci. 15 to 


Teal and abſolute needs: © When the poor 1 
needy ſeek water, and there is none, and their 
tongue faileth for thirſt, I the Lord will hear them, 
J the God of Iſrael will not forfake them,” Ta, wy 
17; and to ſanctify all theſe Providenees to our 
good at laſt: All things ſhall work together for 
good. to them that love God; Rom. viii. 28. And, 
as to all theſe things, not one title ever did, or 
mall fail. 

Second Conſideration. But if you ſay, Vou have 
long waited upon God for ſpiritual mercies to your 
ſouls: according to the promiſe, and ſtill thoſe mer. 
eics are deferred, and your eyes fail whilſt you look 
for them; I would deſire you ſeriouſly to conſider 
of what kind thoſe ſpiritual mercies are for which 
vou have ſo long waited upon God. Spiritual mer. 
cies are of two. forts; ſuch as belong to the eſſence, 
the very being of the new creature, without which 
it muſt fail; or, to its well-being, and the comfort 
of the inner man, without which. you: cannot live 
ſo chearfully as you. would. The mereies of the 
ſormer kind arc abſolutely neceſſary, and. therefore 
put into abſolute promiſes, as you read: And] 
will make an everlaſting covenant with them, that 
I will not turn away from them to do them good, 
but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they 
mall not 8 from me; Jer. xxxii. 40. But for 
the reſt, they are diſpenſed to us in ſuch meaſures 
and at ſuch feaſons as the Lord ſees fit, and many 
of his. own people hve: for a long time without them. 
The donation and continuation of the Spirit to 
quicken, ſanctify, and unite us with Chriſt, is ne- 
eeſſary, but his joys and comforts. are not ſo. A 
child of light may © walk in darkneſs,” Iſa, I. 10: 
ke lives by faith, and not by feeling. 
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prayed and waited for; but have 
your deſires after theſe mercies? It may be that is 


6 09-pH0vidinc;. — 20s 
- Third Conſideration.” You complain, Providence 
Fong to perform to you the mercies you have 
you right ends in 


the cauſe you aſk and receive not, James iv. 3. 
The want of a good aim is the reaſon why we want 
good ſucceſs. in our prayers. It may be we 

tor proſperity, and our end is to pleaſe the fleſh ; 
we look no higher than the pleafure and accommo- 
dation of the fleſh ; we beg and wait for deliverance 


from ſuch a trouble and afflition, not that we 


might be the more expedite and prepared for obe- 


dience, but freed:of what is grievous to us, and de- 


ſtroys our pleaſure in the world. 

Certainly if it be ſo, you have more need to 
judge and condemn yourſelves than to cenſure and 
ſuſpect the eare of God. 

Fourth Conſideration. You wait for good, and 
it comes not; but is your will brought to a due 
ſubmiſſion to the will of God about it ? Certainly 
God will have you come to this. before you enjoy 
your deſires. Enjoyment of your deſires is the 
thing that will pleaſe: you ; but reſignation of your 
wills is that which is pleaſing to God: if your hearts 
eannot come to this, mercies cannot come to you. 
David was. made fo wait long for the mercy pro- 
miſed him, yea, and to be content without it before 
he enjoyed it; he was brought to be © as a weaned 
ehild,“ Pſal. exxxi. 2, and ſo muſt you. 

2 ifth Conſideration. Your betters have waited 
long upon God for mercy, and why ſhould not ou 
David waited tilt his © eyes failed,“ Pſal. Nix. 


The church © waited for him in the way of tis 


judgments,” Iſa. xxvi. 8. Are you better than all 
the ſaints who are gone before you? Ts God more 
ebliged to you than to all his people? They have 
quetly waited, and why ſhould not you ? 
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Sixth ann Will yeu loſe any thing 
by patiently: waiting upon God. ſor mereies? Cer. 
tainly not at all: but it will turn to a double advan. 
tage to you to continue in a quiet, ſubmiſſive, wait. 
ing poſture upon God: for though you do not yet 
enjoy the good you wait for, yet all this while you 
are cxerculing your grace z and it is more excellent 
to act grace than to enjoy comfort. All this while 
the Lord is training you up in the exereiſe of faith 
and paticnce, and bending your wills in ſubmiſſion 
to himſelf ;, and what do you loſe by that? Yea, 
whenever * deſired mercy comes, it will be 10 
much the ſweeter to vou; for look how much faith 
and prayer hath ever been employed to produce it, 
how many wreſtlings you have had with God for 
it; ſo many more degrees of ſweetneſs. you will 
find in it, when it comes. O therefore faint wh 
how long ſoever God delay you. 
Seventh Conſideration. Are not theſe mercies 
vou expect from God worth the waiting for? If not, 
it is your folly to be troubled for the want of them: 
xf they be, why do not you continue waiting? Is it 
not all that God expects from you for the mercies 
he beſtows upon you, that you wait upon him for 
them? You know you have not deſerved the leaſl 
of them at his hands. You expect them not as a 
recompence, but a free ſavour ; and, if ſo, then 
certainly the leaſt you can do is to wait upon his 
pleaſure for them. 

Eighth Conſideration. Conſi der how many pro- 
miſes are made in the word to waiting ſouls. One 
ſeripture calls them © bleſſed that wait for him,” 
Iſa. xxx. 18. Another tells us, none that wait 
for him ſhall be aſhamed,” Pfal. xxv. 3; i. e. they 
Mall not be finally diſappointed, but at laſt be par- 
takers of their hopes. A third ſeripture: tells us, 
« they that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their 
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ſtrength, Iſu xl. 315 a promiſe you lad need 
make uſe of in fuch a fainting time, with mn 
more of like nature; and ſhall we faint at this rate 
in the midſt of ſo many cordials as are prepared to 
revive us in theſe promiſes ? 8 

VNinth Conſideration. How Tong hath God wait- 
ed upon you when you will comply with his com- 
mands, and come up to your engagements and pro- 
miſes? Vou have made God wait long for your re- 
ſormation and 'obedience, and therefore ſvg no 
reaſon to think it much if God make you wait long 
for your conſolation. We have our how longs, and 
hath not God his? We cry, © But thou, O Lord, 
how long!“ Pſal. vi. 3. How long wilt thou for- 
get me, O Lord, for ever? How long wilt thou 
hide thy face from me? How long ſhall T take coun- 
ſel in my ſoul, having ſorrow in my heart daily? 
How long ſhall mine enemy be exalted over me?“ 
Pſal. xiii. 1, 2. But ſurely we ſhould not think 
theſe things long, when we conſider how long the 
Lord hath exerciſed his patience about us. We 
have made him ſay, How long, how long! Our un- 
beliaf hath made him cry, ** How long will it be 
ere they believe me?” Numb. xiv. 11. Our cor- 
rupt hearts have made him cry, * How long ſhall 
vain thoughts lodge within thee ?“ Jer. iv. 14. 
Our impure natures and ways have made him ery, 
How long will it be ere they attain to innocen- 


cy?” Hoſea viii. 5. If God wait upon you with fo 


much patience for your duties, well may you watt 
upon him for his mereies. 

Tenth Conſideration. This impatience and. inũ 
delity of yours, expreſſed in your wearineſs to wait 
any longer, as it is à great evil in itſelf, ſo very 
probably it is that evil which obſtructs the way of 
your expected mercies : you might have your mer 
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dies ſhonery/.if your ſpirits were quieter and mote 
N ve. And thus of the ſecond caſe. 

The Third Caſe. How may a Chriſtian diſcern 
— — a Providence is ſanctified, and comes from the 
love of God to him ? 

There are two ſorts or kinds of Provideaces Ver. 
2 about men in this world, the ſues and events 
.of 1 are vaſtly different, yea, contrary to each 
other. 

1, To ſome all Providences are over- ruled and 
ordered for good, according to that bleſſed promiſe, 
Rom. viii. 28: not only things that are good in 
themſelves, as ordinances, graces, duties, and mer. 
eies; but things that are evil in themſelves, as 
temptations, afflictions, and even their fins and eor- 
ruptions ſhall turn in the iſſue to their advantage 
and benefit. For though fin be ſo intrinſically and 
formally evil in its own nature, that in itſelf it be 
not capable of ſanctification, yet out of this worſt 
of evils God can work good to his people; and 
though he never makes ſin the inſtrument of good, 
yet his Providence may make it the oceaſion of 

good to his people, ſo that ſpiritual, benefits may 
by the wiſe Over- ruler of Providence be peealjoned 
to the people of God by it. | 
And fo for afflictions of all kinds, the greateſt 
and ſoreſt of them work, in the influence of Provi- 
dence, a great deal of good to the ſaints, and that 
not only. as the - occaſions, but as the inſtruments 
and means of it. By this ſhall the iniquity of 
Jacob be purged,” Iſa. xxvii. 9 ; i. e. by the in- 
ſtrumentality of this ſanRified affliction. 
2. To others nothing is ſanctified either as an 
inſtrument or occaſion of any ſpiritual good; but 
as the worſt things are ordered to the benefit of the 
ſaints, ſo the beſt things. wicked men enjoy do them 
ne good, Their prayers are turned into fin, Pſal. 
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cix. 7+; the ordinances are the favour of death, 

2 Cor. ii. 16; the grace of God turned into wan- 
tonneſs, Jade, ver. 4 Chriſt himſelf a rock of of 
ſence,” 1 Pet. ii. 8; their table a ſnare, Pſal. Ixix. 
22 ; their proſperity their ruin, Prov. i. 32. As 
perſons are, ſo things work for good or evil. To 
the pure all things are pure, but to them that are 
defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure,” Tit. i. 15. 
Seeing therefore the events of Providence fall out 
ſo oppoſite to each other upon the godly and un- 
godly, every thing furthering the eternal good of 
the one, and the ruin of the other, it cannot but be 
acknowledged a moſt important caſe, in which 
every ſoul is deeply concerned, whether the Pro- 
vidences, under which he is, be ſanctified to A 
or no? 

For the clearing of which, I ſhall premiſe two 
neceſſary conſiderations, and then ſubjoin the rules 
which will be uſeful for the determination of the 
queſtion. 

And firſt, Let it be conſidered; that we cannot 
know from the matter of the things before us whe- 
ther they be ſanctified or unſanRified to us; for fs 
conſidered, © all things come alike to all; and no 
man knoweth either love or hatred by all the 
things that are before him, Eecl. ix. 1, 2. We 
cannot underſtand the mind and heart of God by 
the things he diſpenſeth with his hand. If proſpe- 
rous Providence befals us, we cannot ſay, Herein is 
a ſure ſign that God loves me; for who have more 
of thoſe Providences than the people of his wrath ? 
„They have more than their hearts can wiſh,” 
Pſal. 1xxii. 7. Sure that muſt be a weak evidence 
for heaven which accompanies ſo great a part of 
the world to hell. By theſe things we may teſtify 
our loye to God ; but from ten thouſand ſuch en- 
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love to us. 


joyments ve cann⁰t get any ſolid range of his 


From adverſe, aMiidive Providenoes, we cannot 
know his hatred, If afflictions, great afflictions, 
many afflictions, long- continued aMiRions, ſhould 
ſet a brand, or fix a character of God's batred up. 


on the perſons on whom they fall, where then ſhall Ar 
we find God's people in the world? We muſt then what 
ſeek out the proud, vain, ſenſual wantons of the Warr: 
world, who ſpend their days in pleaſure, and ſay, come 


Theſe are the men whom God loves, 1. 
Qutward things are promiſcuouſly diſpenſed, and need « 
no man's {piritual eſtate is diſcernable by the view ing in 
of his temporal. When God draws the ſword, it carele 
may ( cut off the righteous as well as the wicked,” fallen. 
Ezek. xxi. 3. i. 6. 
2. Though the Providences of God, materially your; 
, conſidered, afford no evidence of God's love to us, viſely 
et the manner in which; they befal us, and the ef. the h. 
leds and fruits they produce in us, do diſtinguiſh ſon, it 
them very manifeſtly, and by them we may diſcern ing of 
whether they be ſanctified Providences, and fruits ſpeaks 
of the love of God or no. But yet theſe effects and 2 
fruits of Providences, by which we diſcern their Free, 
nature, do not always preſently appear; but time MW ©077u 
muſt be allowed for the ſoul's exerciſe among them, 
Now no affliction for, the preſent ſeemeth joyous, bis ro- 
but grievous; nevertheleſs afterwards it yieldeth Vork 
the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs unto them that I hooſe 
are exerciſed thereby,” Heb. xii. 17. propri 
The benefit of a Providence is diſcerned as that peaks 
of a medicine is ; for the preſent it gripes and makes ¶ It 15 ul 
the ſtomach ſick and loathing, but afterwards we forts y 


find: the benefit of it in our recovery of health and delight 
cheerfulneſs. Now the Providences of God being tlüngs 
ſome of them comfortable, and others ſad and were 0 
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ſanctificatĩon and bleffing of them being by the man- 
ner in which they come, and their operations upon 
our ſpirits, 1 ſhall conſider the caſe as it reſpects 
both ſorts of Providences, and ſhew you what efſects 
of our troules or comforts will ſpeak them to be 
ſanctified and bleſſed to us. 

And firſt, for ſad and afflictive Providences, in 
what kind or degree ſoever they befal us, we may 
warrantably conclude they are bleſſings to us, and 
come from the love of God, when | 

1. They come in a proper ſeaſon, when we have 
need of them, either to prevent ſome ſin we are fall 
ing into, or recover us out of a remiſs, ſupine, and 
careleſs frame of ſpirit, into wluch we are alrea 
fallen. © If need be, ye are in heavineſs,“ 1 Pet. 
i. 6, Certainly it is a good ſign that God deſigns 
your good by thoſe.troubles which are ſo fitted and 
wiſely ordered to nick the opportunity. If you fee. 
the huſbandman lopping a tree in the proper ſea- 
ſon, it argues he aims at the fruitfulneſs and flouriſh- 
ing of it; but to do the ſame thing at Midſummer 
ſpeaks no regard to it, yea, his deſign to deſtroy it. 

2. When they are fitted both for quality and de- 
gree, to work properly upon our moſt predominant 
corruptions, then they look like ſanctified ſtrokes. 
The wiſdom of God is much ſeen in the choice of 
his rods. It is not any kind of trouble that will 
work upon, and purge every ſin ; but when God 
chooſes for ſuch afflictions as, like phyſic, are ap- 
propriated to the diſeaſe the foul labours under, this 
peaks divine care and love. Thus we may obſerve, 
it is uſual with God to ſmite us in thoſe very com- 
forts which ſtole away too much of the love and 
delight of our ſouls from God; to croſs us in thoſe 
things from which we raiſe up too great ex pecta- 
tions of comfort. Theſe Providences ſpeak the jea- 
louſy of God over us, and his care. to prevent far 
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worſe evils by theſe ſad but needſul ſtrokes. Ant 
To for the degrees of our troubles; ſanctified ſtrokes 
are ordinarily fitted by the wiſdom of God to the 
ſtrength and ability of our inherent grace. In 
meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, thou wilt debate 
with it: he ſtayeth his rough wind in the day of 
the cait wind, Iſa. xvii. 8. It is an alluſion to x 
phyſician, who exactly weighs and meaſures all the 
ingredients which he mingles in a potion for hig 
_ lick patient, that it may be proportionate to his 
ſtrength, and no more; and ſo much the next words 


intimate: By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of 


Jacob be purged.” 

3. It is a good ſign our troubles are ſanctified to 
us when they turn our hearts againſt ſin, and not 
againſt God. There be few great afflictions which 
befal men but they make them quarrelſome and 
diſcontented. Wicked men quarrel with God, and 
are filled with diſcontent againſt him. So the ſcrip- 
ture deſcribes them: They were ſcorched with 
great heat, and blaſphemed the name of God, which 
hath power over theſe plagues,” Rev. xvii. 9. But 
godly men, to whom afflitions are ſanctified, they 

juſtify God, and fall out with fin, they condemn 
5 — and give glory to God. O Lord 
righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee, but unto us con. 
fuſion of faces, & c. Dan. ix. 7. Wherefore dotl 
a living man complain, a man for the puniſhment 
of his fins ?” Lam. iii. 39. Happy afflictions, which 
make the ſoul fall out and quarrel only with fin. 

4. It is a ſure ſign afflicting Providences are ſanc- 
tified when they purge the heart from ſin, and 
leave both heart and life more pure, heavenly, mor. 

tified, and humble than they found them. Sancti. 
fied afflictions are cleanſers, they pull down the 
pride, refine the earthlineſs, and purge out the va 
mty of the yr. So you read, Dan. xi. 355 K 
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puriſies and makes their ſouls white. Hence it is 
compared to a furnace, which ſeparates the droſs 
from the pure metal. Behold I have refined thee, 
but not with ſilver: I have choſen thee in the fur- 
nace of affliction,” Iſa. xlviii. 10. But, for wicked 
men, let them be never ſo long in the furnace, they 
loſe no droſs, Ezek. xxiv. 6. How many Chriſtians 
can bear witneſs of this truth! After ſome ſharp 
afſliction hath been upon them, how is the earthli- 
veſs of their hearts purged! They ſee no beauty, 
taſte no more reliſh in the world than in the white 
of an egg. Oh! how ſerious, humble, and heavenly | 
are they, till the impreſſions made upon them by 
the afliAtions be worn off, and their deceitful luſts 
have again entangled them ! And this is the reaſon 
why we are ſo often under the diſcipline of the rod. 
Let a Chriſtian (faith a late writer) be but two or 
three years without an affliction, and he is almoſt 
good for nothing : he- cannot pray nor meditate, 
nor diſcourſe at that rate he was wont to do ; but 
when a ncw affliction comes, now he can find his 
tougue, and comes to his knees again, and live at 
another rate. 

5. It is a good ſign afflicted Providences are 
ſanctiſied to us when we draw near to God under 
them, and . turn to him that ſmites us. A wick- 
ed man under afliQion © revolts more and more, 
Iſa i. 5; © turns not to him that ſmites him,“ Iſa. 
ir. 13; but grows worſe than before: formality: is 
turned into ſtupidity and dedolency. 8 5 

But if God afflict his own people with a ſanQi. 
lied rod, it awakens them to a moſt earneſt ſeeking” 


of God; it makes them pray more frequently, ſpi- 


ritually, and ſervently, than ever. When Paul was 
bufeted by Satan, he * beſought the Lord thrice,” 
2 Cor. Xii. 8. 

1 2 
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6. We may conclude our afflictions to be ſanAi. 
hed, and come from the love of God to us, when 


they do not alienate our hearts from God, but in- 


flame our love to him. This is & ſure rule, -what. 
ever ends in the increaſe of oug love to God, pro. 
cceds from the love of God to us. A wicked man 
finds his heart riſing againſt God when he ſites 
him, but a gracious heart cleaves the cloſer to him; 


he can love as well as juſtify an afflicting God, 


All this is come upon us; yet have we not for. 
gotten thee, neither have we dealt falſely in thy 
covenant : our heart is not turned back, neither 
have our ſteps declined from thy way ; though thou 
haſt ſore broken us in the place of dragons, and co- 
vered us with the ſhadow of death,” Pſal. xliv. 1), 
18, 19. Here you have a true account of the tem- 
per and frame of a gracious ſoul under the greateſt 
aflitions. To be © broken in the place of dra- 


by gons, and covered with the ſhadow of death,” im- 


ports the moſt diſmal ſtate of affliction ; yet even 
then a gracious heart turns not back, 1. e. doth not 
for all this abate one drachm of love to God : Ged 
is as good and dear to him in afflictions as ever. 
7. Laſtly, We may call our affliftions ſanCtified 
when divine teachings accompany them to our ſouls, 
<« Blefled is the man whom thou ehaſteneſt, O Lord, 
amd teacheſt him out of thy law,“ Pſal. xciv. 12. 
Sanctified afflictions are eye-ſalves ; they teach us 
ſenſibly and effectually, when the Spirit accompa- 


nies them, the evil of ſin, the vanity of the crea- 


ture, the neceſſity of ſecuring things that cannot be 
ſhaken. Never doth a Chriſtian take a truer mea- 


fare both of his corruptions and graces than the 


rod. Now a man ſees that filthineſs that hath been 
long contracting in proſperity, what intereſt the 


creature hath in the heart, how little faith, patience, 


reſignation, and ſelf-denial we can find, when God 
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calls us to the exerciſe of them. O it is a bleſſed 
fign that that trouble is ſanctified which makes a 
man thus turn it upon his own heart, ſearch it, 
and humble himſelf before the Lord for the evils 
of it ! 

8. In the next place let us take into confident 
tion the other branch ef Providences. which arg 
comfortable and pleaſant.. Sometimes it ſmiles up- 
on us in ſuccelles, proſperity, . and the gratification: 
of the deſires of our. hearts. Here the queſtion: 
will be how the ſanctification of theſe Providences 

be diſcovered. to- us? For reſolution in this 
matter, I ſhall, for clearneſs ſake, lay down two- 
ſorts of rules; one negative, the other poſitive. 

Firſt Negative. 1. It is a ſign that comfort is 
not ſanctified to us which comes not (ordinarily) in 
the way of prayer. The wicked boaſteth of his 
heart's deſire, and bleſſeth the covetous, whom the 
Lord abhorreth. The wicked; through the pride 
of his countenance, will not ſcek after God ; God is 
not in all his thoughts,” Pſal. x.-3, 4. Here you 
ſee Providence may give men their hearts deſire, 
and yet they never once open their deſires to God 
in prayer about it. But then thoſe gifts of Provi- 
d:nce are only ſuch as are beſtowed- on the worlt: 
of men, and are not the fruits of love. 

2. Whatever ſacceſs, proſperity, or comſort men 
acquire by ſinful mediums and indirect courſes, are 
not ſanctiſied mereies to them. This is not the- 
method in which thoſe mereies are beſtowed. Bet 
ter is a little with righteoufneſs, than great reve-- 
nues without right,“ Prov. xvi. 8. Better on this 
account; that it comes in God's way, and with his 
bleſſing, which never follows the way of fin. God 
bath curſed the ways of ſin, and no bleſſing can fols- 
low. them.. 
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3. Whatever proſperity and ſucceſs makes men 
forget God, and caſt off the care of duty, is not 
lanQified. to. them. It is unſanctified proſperity 
which lulls men. aſleep into deep oblivion of God. 
He made him ride on. the high places of the earth, 
that he might eat the increaſe of the fields ; and he 
made- hum to ſuck honey out. of the- rock and oil out 
of the flinty rock, butter of kine, and milk of ſheep, 
with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Baſhan, 
and goats, with. the fat of kidneys, of wheat, and 
thou didſt drink the pure blood of the grape; but 


Jeſhurun waxed. fat and. kicked ; thou art waxed 


fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with 
fatneſs : then he forſook God which made him, and 
hghtly eſteemed the Rock of his Salvation. Of the 
Rock that. begat thee. thou art unmindful, and haſt 
ſorgotten God. that formed. thee,” Deut. xxxii, 
13, &c. | | 

4. When proſperity is abuſed. to ſenſuality, and 
merely ſerves as fuel. to maintain fleſhly luſts, it is 
not ſanctified. They ſend forth their little ones 
like a flock, and their children. dance. They take 
the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the ſound of 
the organ. They ſpend their days in wealth, and 
in a moment go down to the grave,“ Job xx 
LI, &c. | | 

5. It is a ſign that proſperity is not ſanctified to 
men when it ſwells the heart with pride and felf- 
eonceitedneſs. At the end of twelve months he 
walked in the- palace of the kingdom of Babylon, 
The king-ſpake and faid, Is not this great Babylon 
that I have built for the houſe of the kingdom, by 
the might of my power, 'and for the honour. of my 
majeſty? Dan. iv. 29, 30. 

6. That ſucceſs is not ſanctified to men which 
takes them off from their duty, and makes then 


wholly negligent, or very much indiſpaſed to ib 
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40 generation, ſee the word of the Lord; have I 
been a wilderneſs unto Iſrael? A land of darkneſs ? 
Wherefore ſay my people, We are Lords, we will 
come no more unto thee?” Jer. ii. 31. 

7. Nor ean. we think that protperity ſanctified 
which wholly ſwallows up the ſouls of men in their 
own enjoyments, and make them regardleſs of public - 
miſeries or ſins. They lie upon beds of ivory, 
and ſtretch themſelves upon their couches, and eat 
the lambs. out of the flock, and the calves out of 
the midſt of the ſtall. They chant. to the ſound of 
the viol, and invent” to .themſelves inſtruments of. 
muſic like David. They drink wine in bowls, and 
anoint themſelves with the chief ointments ; but 
they are not grieved for the afflictions of Joſeph,” 
Amos vt. 4, 5, 6. | | 

But then Poſitively; 1.. Thoſe mercies and com- 
forts are undoubtedly ſanQtified to men which hum- 
ble their ſouls kindly before God. in. the ſenſe of 
their own vileneſs and unworthineſs of them. And 
Jacob ſaid, I ammnot: worthy of the leaſt. of all thy 
mereies, &c.. Gen. xxxii. 10. 

2. Sanctified mercies are commonly turned into 


cautions againſt ſin, Ezra ix. 13; they are ſo many 


bands of reſtraint. upon the ſoul. that bath them to 
make them ſhun fin. 

3. They will. engage a man's heart in love to the 
God of his mercies, Pſal. xviu. 1, compared with 
the-title.. | | 

4; They never ſatisfy a man as his portion, nor 
will the ſoul accept all the proſperity in the world. 
upon that ſcore-: © Eſteeming the reproach of 
Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures in Egypt = 
for he had reſpect unto the recompence of the re- 
ward,“ Heb. xi. 26. 

5. Nor do they make men regardleſs of public 
fins or miſeries, Neh. it. 1, 2, 3, compared with 
Acts vii. 23. 
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6. It is a ſure ſign that mercies are ſanQiifie] 
when they make the ſoul more expedite and en. 
larged for God in duty. Therefore the Lord 
ſtabliſhed the kingdom in his hand, and all Judah 
brought Jehoſhaphat preſents, and he had riches 
and honour in abundance, and his heart was lift 
up in the ways of the Lord,” &c. 2 Chron. xvii. 
5. 6. | | T 
7. To Conclude. That which is obtained by 
prayer, and returned to God again in due praiſe, 
carries its own. teſtimomals with it, that it came 


from the love of God, and is. a. ſanQified mercy to 


the ſoul. And fo much of this third. caſe. 


The Fourth Caſe. How may we attain-unto an 


evenneſs and ſteadineſs of ſpirit, under the changes 
and contrary aſpects. of Providence upon us?. 
Three thmgs are-ſuppoſed in this caſe. 
1. That Providence hath various and contrary 
aſpeQs upon the people of God. 
2 That it is a common thing with them to ex- 


perienee great diſorders of ſpirit under thoſe 


changes of Providence.. 


3. That. theſe. diſorders. may be (at leaft in a: 
great meaſure) prevented by the due uſe 
and application of: thoſe rules and helps that. 


God hath given us in ſuch caſes.. 


1. That Providenee hath. various, yea eontrary 
aſpects upon the: people of God, is a caſe ſo plain 


that it needs no more than the mentioning to let it 


in to all our underſtandings. Which of all the 
people of God have not felt this truth? Providence 
rings the changes all the world over: He increaſ- 


eth the nations, and deſtroyeth them; he enlargeth 
the nations, and ſtraiteneth them again,” Job x1. 
23. The ſame it doth with 
lifted me up, and caſt me down,” Pſal. cii. 10, Sce 
what. a fad alteration. Providence. made. upon the 
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church: How doth the city fit ſolitary that was 
full of people ! How 1s. the become as a widow! 
She that was great among the nations, and Princeſs 
among the provinces, how is the become tributary! 
Is it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by? Behold and 
ſee if there be any forrow like unto my ſorrow, 
which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath 
afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger,” Lam. i. 
1, 12. And how great an inſtance was Job of this 
truth! How many thouſands have complained with 
Naomi, whoſe condition hath been ſo ſtrangely al- 
tered that others have ſaid, as the people of Beth- 
lehem did to her, „Is this Naomi? Ruth i. 
19, Kc. 

"Theſe viciſſitudes of Providence commonly cauſe 
great diſorders of ſpirit in the beſt of men. Look 
as intenſe heat and cold try the ſtrength and ſound» 
neſs of the conſtitution of our bodies, ſo the alter- 
ations made by Providence upon our conditions try 


the firength of our graces, and too often diſcover 


the weakneſs and corruption of holy men. Heze- 
kiah was a good man; but yet his weakneſs and 
corruption was bewrayed by the alterations Pro- 
vidence made upon his condition. When ſickneſs 
and pains ſummoned him to the grave, what bitter 
complaints and deſpondencies are recorded! See 
Ita. xxxviti. And when Providence liſted him up 
again into a proſperous condition, what oftentation 
and vain glory did he diſcover! Iſa. xxxtx. 2. Da- 
vid had more than a common ſtock of inherent 
grace, yet not enough to keep him in an equal tem- 
per of ſpirit under great alterations. In my 
proſperity I ſaid I ſhall never be moved; thou 
hideſt thy face, and I was troubled,” Pfal. xxx. 6, 7. 
It is not every man that can ſay with Paul, T 
know both how to be abaſed, and J know how to 


abound every where; and in all things I am in- 
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ſtrated both to be full and to be hungry, both to 

abound and to ſuffer need,” Phil. iv. 12. He is 

truly rich in grace whoſe riches or poverty neither 

hinders the acting nor impoveriſhes the ſtock of his 
es. 

3. Though the beſt men be ſubject to ſuch diſ. 
orders of heart under the changes of Providence, 
yet theſe diſorders may, in a great meaſure, be pre- 
vented by the due application of ſuch rules and 
helps as God hath given us in ſuch caſes. 

No theſe helps are ſuited to a threefold aſpe& 
of Providence upon us, viz. 8 © 
1. Comfortable----2. Calamitous----3. Doubtful, 
To all which I ſhall ſpeak particularly and briefly. 

Queſtion 1. How may we attain to an evenneſs 
and ſteadineſs of heart under the comfortable aſpects 
of Providence upon us? 

Under Providences of this kind the great danger 
is leſt the heart be lifted up with pride and vanity, 
and fall into a drowſy and remiſs temper. To pre- 
vent this, we had need urge humbling and awaken- 
ing conſiderations upon our hearts ; ſuch are theſe 
that follow : EY” 

Firſt Conſideration, Theſe giſts of Providence 
are common to the worſt of men, and are no ſpecial 
diſtinguiſhing fruits of God's love. The vileſt of 
men have been, filled even to ſatiety with theſe 
things. Their eyes ſtand out with fatneſs ; they 
have more than heart could wiſh,” Pſal. Ixxili. 7. 

Second Conſideration. Think how unſtable and 
changeable all theſe things are. What you glory 
in to- day may be none of yours to-morrow. © Riches 
make themſelves wings, and fly away as an eagle 
towards heaven.” Prov. xxiti. 5. As the wings of 
a fowl grow out of the ſubſtance of the body, ſo the 
cauſe of the creature's tranſitorineſs is in itſelf: It 
ts ſubject to vanity, and that vanity, like wings, 
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carries it away; they are but fading flowers, James 
i. 12. | 
Third Conſideration. The change of Providences 
is never nearer to the people of God than when 
their hearts are lifted up, or grown ſecure by prof- 
perity. Doth Hezekiah glory in his treaſures ? 
The next news he hears is of an impoveriſhed Pro- 
vidence at hand, Iſa. xxxix. 2, 3, &c. Others may 
be left to periſh in unſanctified proſperity, but you 
ſhall not. 65 4 g 
Fourth Conſideration. This is a great diſcove- 
ry of the carnality and corruption that is in th 
heart : It argues an heart little ſet upon God, little 
mortified to the world, little acquainted with the 
vanity and enſnaring nature of theſe things. O you 


know not what hearts you have till ſuch Provi- | 


dences try them! And is not ſuch a diſcovery 
matter of deep humiliation? © 
Fifth Conſideration, Was it not better with 
you in a low condition than it is now? Reflect, and 
compare ſtate with ſtate, and time with time. How 
is the frame of your hearts altered with the alter- 
ation of your condition! So God complains of If- 
rael: „I did know thee in the wilderneſs, the land 
of drought ; according to their paſture ſo they were 
filled ; they were filled, and their heart was exalt- 
ed, therefore have they forgotten me, ſaith the 
Lord,” Hoſea xiii. 5,6; as if he had ſaid, You and 
I were better acquainted formerly, when you were 
in a low condition; proſperity hath eſtranged you, 
and altered the caſe. How ſad is it, that God's 
mercies ſhould be the occaſion of our eſtrangement 
from him ! 
- Queſtion 2. Upon the other ſide, it is worth con- 
ſidering how our hearts may be eſtabliſhed and kept 


ſteady under calamitous and adverſe Providences. 
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Here we are in equal danger, or the other ex, 
treme, viz. deſpondency aud ſinking under the 
frowns and ſtrokes of croſs Providences. Now to 
ſupport and eſtabliſh the heart in this caſe takes 
three helps. 

Firſt Conſideration. Conſider, That aflidive 
Providences are of great uſe to the people of God, 
they cannot live without them, The earth doth 
not more need chaſtening froſts and mellowi ing 
ſnows, than our hearts do nipping Providences. 
Let the beſt Chriſtian be but a ſew years without 
them, and he will be ſenſible of the want of them; 
he will find a {ad remiſſion and declining upon al 
his graces. 

Second Confideration. No ſtroke of calamity 
upon the people of God can ſeparate them from 
Chriſt : © Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of 
Chriſt ? Shall tribulation ?” Rom. viii. 34. 'Fhere 
was a time when Job could call nothing in this 
world but trouble his own : he could not ſay, my 
eſtate, my honour, my health, my children ; for all 
theſe were gone; yet then he could ſay, © my Re- 
deemer,” Job xix. 25. Well then, there is no 
cauſe to ſink whilſt intereſt in Chriſt remains ſure 
to us. 

Third Conſideration. All your calamities will 
have an end ſhortly. The longeſt day of the ſaints 
troubles hath an end, and then no more troubles for 
ever. The troubles of the wicked will be to eter- 
nity ; but you ſhall “ ſuffer but a while,” 1 Pet. 
v. 10. If a thouſand troubles be appointed for 
you, they will come to one at laſt, and after that 
no more: yea, and though our trouble ce be but 
ſor a moment, yet they work for us a ſar more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.” Let that 
ſupport your hearts under all your ſufferings. 
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Queſtion 3. Laſtly, Let us conſider what may be 
uſeful to ſupport and quiet our hearts under doubt ; 
ful Providences, when our dear concernments hang 
in a doubtful ſuſpenſe before us, and we know not 
which way the Providence of God will caſt and de- 
termine them. | 

Now the beſt hearts are apt to grow ſolicitous 
and penſive, diſtracted with thoughtfulneſs, about 
the event and iſſue. To relieve and ſettle us in 
this caſe, the following conſiderations are very 
uſeſul. 

Firft Conſideration. Firſt, Let us tonſider the 
vanity and inutility of ſuch a ſolicitude: © which 
of you (ſaith the Lord) by taking thought can add 
one cubit? Matth. vi. 27. We may break our 
peace, and waſte our ſpirits, but not alter the caſe. 
We cannot turn God out of his way: He is in 
one mind,” Job xxiii. 13. We may, by ſtruggling 
againſt God, increaſe, but not avoid, or lighten our 
troubles. | 

Second Conſideration. How often do we afflict 
and torment ourfelves by our dwn unquiet thoughts, 
when there is no real cauſe or ground for ſo doing! 
Thou haſt feared continually every day, becaufe 
of the fury of the oppreſſor, as if he were ready to 
deſtroy ; and where is the fury of the oppreſſor ?”? 
Iſa. 11. 13. O what abundance of diſquiet and trou- 
ble might we prevent, by waiting quietly till we 
ſee the iſſues of Providence, and not bringing, as 
we do, the evils of the morrow upon the day ! 

Third Conſideration How great ground of 
quietneſs is it, that the whole diſpoſal and manage- 
ment of all our affairs and concerns is in the hand 
of &ur God and Father! No creature can touch us 
without his permiſſion. I know (ſaith Chriſt) 
thou couldeſt have no power againſt me, except it 
were given thee from above,” John xix. 11. Nei- 
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ther men nor devils can act any thing without God', 


leave; and be ſure he will ſign no order to your 
prejudice. | | 

Fourth Conſideration. How great ſatisſaction 
muſt it be to all that believe the Divine authority 
of ſcripture, that the faithfulneſs of God ſtands en. 
gaged for every line and ſyllable found therein! 
And how many bleſſed lines in the Bible may we 
mark that reſpe& even our outward concerns, and 
the happy ĩſſue of them all? Upon theſe two grounds, 
viz. That our outward concerns, with their ſtead 
direction to a bleſſed end, is found in the word; 
and this word being of Divine authority, the faith- 
fulneſs and honeur of God ſtands good for every 
title that is ſound there: I ſay, theſe are grounds 
of ſuch ſtability, that our minds may repoſe with the 


\ greateſt ſecurity and confidence upon them, even in 
the cloudieſt day of trouble. Not only your eter- 


nal ſalvation, but your temporal intereſts are there 
ſecured, Be quieted therefore in the confidence of 
a bleſſed iſſue. 

Fifth Conſideration. How great and ſure an ex- 
Pedient have the ſaints ever found it to their own 
Peace, to commit all doubtful jiſſues of Providence 
to the Lord, and devolve all their cares upon him! 
« Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy 
thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed,” Prov. xv. 3. By 
works he means any doubrful, intricate, perplexing 
buſineſs, about which our thoughts are racked and 
tortured. Roll all theſe upon the Lord by faith, 


leave them with him, and the preſent, immediate 


benefit you ſhall have by it (beſides the comfort in 
the laſt iſſue) ſhall be tranquility and peace in your 
thoughts. And who 1s there of any ſtanding or 
experience in religion that hath not found it ſo ? 
The Fifth Caſe. How may a Chriſtian work his 
Heart into a reſigning frame unto the Will of God, 
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when ſad Providences approach him, and preſage 
great troubles and afffictions coming on towards 
him? 

For the right ſtating and reſolving oſ this im- 
portant caſe, it will be needſul to ſhew, 1. What 
is not included and intended in the queſtion, 2. 
What it doth ſuppoſe and include in it; and laſtly, 
What helps and directions are neceſſary for the due 
performance of this great and difficult duty. 

Firſt, Negatively. As to the firſt, it muſt be 
premiſed, that the queſtion doth not ſuppoſe the 
heart or will of a Chriſtian to be at his own com- 

mand and difpoſal in this matter; we cannot reſigr 
and ſubje&t it to the will of God whenever we de- 
fire ſo to do: the duty indeed is ours, but the 
power by which alone we perform it is Gods: we 
at as we axe acted by the Spirit. It is with our 
hearts, as with meteors hanging mi the air by the: 
influence cf the ſun ; while that continues, they a- 
bide above; but when it fails, they fall to the 
earth. We can do this, and all things elſe, be they 
never ſo difficult, © through Chriſt that ſtrengtli- 
ens us, Phil. iv. 13.; © but without him we can do 
nothing,” John xv. 5. He doth not ſay, Without: 
me ye can do but little; or without me ye can do 


nothing but with great difficulty; or without me 


ye can do nothing perfectly; but without me ye 
can do nothing at all. And every Chriſtian hath- 
a witneſs in his own breaſt to atteſt this truth; for” 
there are caſes frequently occurring in the methods 
cf Providence, in which, notwithſtanding all their 
Jrayers and. deſires, all their reaſonings end ſtriv- 
ings, they cannot quiet their hearts fully in the 
diſpoſal. and will of Cod; but, on the contrary,. 
they fnd all their endeavours in this matter to be 
bat as the rollic g. of a returning fone againſt the- 
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hill; till God ſay to the heart, Be ſtill ; and to the 
will, Give up, nothing can be done. 

Secondly, Affirmatively. 
what this caſe doth ſuppoſe and include in it, and 
we ſhall find, 

1. That it ſuppoſeth the people of God to have 
a foreſight of troubles and diſtreſſes approaching 
and drawing near to them: I confeſs it is not al. 
ways ſo, for many of our afffictions, as well as com- 
torts, come by way of ſurpriſals upon us; but 
frequently we have forewarnings of troubles, both 
public and perſonal, before we feel them : as the 
weather may be diſcerned by the face of the ſky ; 
when we ſce a morning ſky red and lowering, this 
is a natural ſign of a foul and rainy day, Matth. 
Xvi. 3. And there are as certain ſigns of the times 
whereby we may diſcern when trouble is ncar, even 
at the door; and theſe forewarnings are given by 
the Lord to awaken us to our duties, by which they 
may either be prevented, (Zeph. ii. 1, 2.) or ſane- 
tified and ſweetened ro us when they come. Theſe 
ſigns and notices of approaching troubles are ga- 
thered partly from the obſervation and collation of 
parallel ſeripture caſes and examples, God general- 
ly holding one tenour and ſteady courie in the ad- 
miniſtrations of his Providences in all ages, (1 Cor. 
. 6.) partly from the reflections Chriſtians make 
upon the frames and tempers of their own hearts, 
which greatly need awakening, humbling, - and 
purging Providences ; for let a Chriſtian be but 
a few years or months without a rod, and how for- 
mal, earthly, dead, and vain will his heart grow! 
And ſuch a temper preſages affliction to them that 


are beloved of the Lord, as really as the giving or 


ſweating of the ſtones doth rain. Laſtly, The or- 
dering and diſpoſing of the next cauſes into a pol- 
ture and preparation for our trouble, plainly pre- 
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moniſheth us that trouble is at the door. Thus 
when the fymptoms of ſickneſs begin to appear up- 
on our bodies, che wife of our. boiom, or our chil- 
dren, (which are as our own toul; ) Providence ncre- 
in awakens our expectations of death and doleful. 
ſeparations: fo when. enemies combine together, 
and plot the ruin of our liberties, eſtates, or lives, 
and God ſeems to looſe the bridle of reſtraint upon 
their necks, now we cannot but be alarmed with. 
the near approach of troubles, cipectally when at 
the ſame time our conſcience ſhall reilect upon the 
abuſe and non-improvement of theſe our threatened: 
comforts: - | | STE 

z. The cafe before us ſuppofes that theſe pre- 
monitions and foręrunners of affliction do uſually 
very much diſturb the order; and break the Peace” 
of our ſouls ; they put the. mind under great diſ- 
comp9ſure, the thoughts under much diſtraction, 
and the affections into tumults and rebellion. 

Ah! how unwilling are we to ſurrender to the 
Lord the loan which he lent us! To be diſquisted 
by troubles, when at eaſe in our employments! 
How unweleome ure meſſengers of affliction to the 
beſt of men! We are ready to ſay to them, as the 
widow to Elijah, What have I to do with thee, - 
O man, (O meſſenger) of God, art thou come unto 
me to call my fin to remembrance,” and to ſlay my 
ſon?” 1 Kings xvit. 18. And this ariſeth partly” 
from the remains of corruption in the beſt ſouls; 
for though every ſantified perſon is come by his- 
own confent into the kingdom, and under the go- 
vernment and ſceptre of Chriſt, and every thought 
of his heart muſt of right be -ſubjeted to him, 
2 Cor. x. 5; yet the conqueſt and power of grace 
is but incomplete, and in part; and natural cor-- 
ruption, like Jeroboam with his vain men, raiſeth 
up againſt it, and * many matinies in the- 
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ſoul; whilſt grace, like young Abijah, is weak-hand- 
ed, and cannot reſiſt them, and partly from the 


advantage Satan makes upon the ſeaſon to irritate 


and aſſiſt our corruptions : he knows that which is 
already in motion is the more ecaſily moved. In 
this confuſion and hurry of thoughts he nndiſcern- 
edly ſhuffles in his temptations ; ſometimes aggra- 
vating the evils which we fear with all the ſinking 
and overwhelming circumſtances imaginable ; ſome- 
times divining and forecaſting ſuch events and evils, 
as, haply, never fall out; ſometimes repining at 
the diſpoſals of God, as more ſevere to us than o- 
thers ; and ſometimes reflecting with very unbe- 
lieving and unworthy thoughts upon the promiſes 
of God, and his faithfulneſs in them ; by all which 
tie affliction is made to ſink deep into the ſoul be- 
fore it actually comes. The thoughts are ſo dif- 
ordered, that duty cannot be duly performed; and 
the ſoul] is really weakened and diſabled to bear its 
trial when 1t comes indeed : juſt as if a man ſhould 
be kept waking and reſtleſs all the night with the 
thoughts of his hard journey which he muſt travel 
to-morrow ; and ſo when to-morrow is come, he 
faints, for want of reſt, mid-way on his journey. 
3. It is here ſuppoſed to be the Chriſtian's great 
duty, under the apprehenſions of approaching trou- 
bles, to reſign his will to God's, and quietly com- 
mit the events and iſſues of all to him, whatever 
they may prove. Thus did David in the like caſe 
and cireumſtances: And the king ſaid unto Za- 
dock, carry back the ark of God into the city. If 
I ſhall find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will 
bring me back again, and ſhew_me both it and his 
habitation : but if he ſhall thus ſay, J have no 
delight in thee, behold here am I, let him do to me 
as ſeemeth good to him,” 2 Sam. xv. 25, 26. 
O lovely and truly Chriſtian temper! As if he 
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had ſaid, Go Zadock, return with the ark to its' L . 
place, though I have not the ſymbol; yet I hope I | 


(hall have the real preſence of God with me in this 
ſad journey : how he will diſpoſe the events of this 
{ad and doubtful Providence, I know not; either I 
ſhall return again to jeruſalem, or I thall not: if 
I do, then J thall fee it again, and enjoy the Lord 
in his ordinances there: if I do not, then I ſhall 
o to that place where there 1s no need or uſe of 
thoſe things. Either way it will be well for me; 
I am content to refer all to the Divine pleaſure, 
and commit the iſſue, be it whatever it will, to the 
Lord. 

Till our hearts come to the hke reſolve, we can 
have no peace within. Commit thy works unto 
the Lord, and thy thoughts ſhall be eſtablithed,” 
Prov. xvi. 3. By works he means not only every 
enterpriſe and buſineſs we undertake, but every 
puzzling, intricate, and doubtful event we fear. 
Theſe being once committed by an a& of faith, and 
our wills reſigned unto his, beſides the comfort we 
ſhall have in the iſſue, we ſhall have the preſent ad- 
vantage of a well-compoſed and peaceful ſpirit. - 

But this reſignation is the difficulty; no doubt 
of peace, could we once bring our hearts to that. 
And therefore, 

4. I ſhall ſubjoin ſuch helps and directions, as 
may, through God's blefling, in the faithful uſe of 
them, affiſt and facilitate this great and difficult 
work, WI, | 

Firſt Help. And firſt, Labour to work into your 
hearts a deep and fixed ſenſe of the infinite wiſdom 
of God, and your own folly and ignorance. This 


will make reſignation eaſy to you: whatſoeyer the 


Lord doth is by council, Eph. 1. 11; his under- 


ſtanding is infinite, Pſal. clxvii. 5; his thoughts 


are very deep, Pſal. xcii. 5; but as for man, yea 
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the wideſt among men, how little doth his under 
landing penetrate the. works and. deſigns of Provi. 
dence: And:how oft are we forced to retract our 
Tail: opinions, and confeſs our. miſtakes ;. acknow. 
ledging, chat if Providence had not ſeen with better 
eyes than.ours, and looked farther. than.we. did, we 
had precipitated ourſelves into a thouſand miſchiefs, 
which by its wildom and care. we have eſcaped. It 
is well for us that the ſeven eyes of Providence are 
ever awake, and looking out for our good. Now, if 
one creature can and ought to be guided and go- 
verned by another. that is more wiſe and ſkilful 
than himſelf, as the client by his learned counſel; 
the patient by his ſkilful phyſician; much more 
ſhould every creature give up his weak reaſon and 
ſhallow. underitanding to the. infinite wiſdom of the 
omniſcient..God:. 

It is nothing but our pride and 'arrogance; overs. 
- valuing our. underitanding, that makes reſiguation 
fo hard: GCarnal-reafon: ſeems to itſelf a wile diſ- 
putant about the concerns of the fleſh, but how of. 
ten hath. Providence baffled it? The. more humili-- 
ty, the more reſignation. 

How few of our mercies and comforts have been 
foreſeen by us? Our own: projects have come to 
nothing, and that which we never thought on, or 
contrived, hath taken place; not our choice of the 
ground, or ſkill ' in weighing - and delivering the 
bow but ſome. unforeſeen Providence, like a rub in. 
the green, was that which made the caſt. . 

Second Help. . Deeply. conſider the ſinfulnefs and 
vanity of torturing your own. thoughts: about the 
iſtes of doubtful Providences: 

There is much ſin in {6 doing: for all our-anxi- 
ous and ſolicitous emotions, what are they other 
than the immediate iſſues and fruits of pride and* 
unbelief? There is. not. a. greater diſcovery of pride 
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in the world than in the conteſts of our wills with 
the will of God. It is a preſumptuous invading of 
God's prerogative to'diQate to his Providence, and 
preſcribe to his wiſdom, y 

There is a great deal of vanity in it: all the 
thoughtfulneſs in the world will not make one hair 
white or black: all our diſcontents will not prevail 
with God to call back (or, as the word may be ren- 
dered) make void his word, Ila. xxxi. 2. The 
thoughts of his mind are from everlaſting, Pal. | 
XXIli. 11. 

Third Help. Set before you thoſe choice ſerip- 
ture-patterns of ſubmiſhon to the Lord's will in as 
deep, yea, much deeper points of ſelf-. denial than 
this before you, and ſhame yourſelves out of this 
quarrelling temper with Providence. 

You know what a cloſe trial that Providence was 
to Abraham, that called tim from his native coun. 
try and father's houſe, to go he knew not whither; 
and yet it is ſaid in Iſa. «li. 2, He came to God's 
foot, as readily obeying his call, as a ſervant when 
his maſter knocks for him with his foot.” 

Paul's voyage to Jeruſalem had a diſmal aſpect 
upon himſelf, he could expect nothing but bonds 
and priſons, as he tells us, Acts xx. 23. And a 
great trial it was to the ſaints, u ho could not tell 
how to give up ſuch a miniſter, yet he reſigns up 
his will to God, AQs xx. 22, and ſo do they, Acts 
XX1. 14. The will of the Lord be done.“ 

But far beyond theſe, and all other patterns, what 
an example hath our dear Lord Jeſus ſet before us 
in the deepeſt point of ſelf-denial that ever was in 
the world, when the Father gave the cup/of ſuf⸗ 
ſerings into his hands in the garden, Mark xiv. 36. 
A cup of wrath, the wrath of the great and terri- 
ble God, and that without mixture ; the very taſte 
whereof put nature into an agony and aſtoniſhment, 
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a fore amazement, a bloody ſweet, and forced ſrom 
him that vehement and ſad cry, Father, if it be 
poſhble, let this cup paſs ;” yet ſtill with ſubmiſſion, 
* nevertheleſs not my will, but, thine be done.” 


© bleſſed pattern of obedience and reſignation to 


the pleaſure of God! What is your caſe to this: 


Fourth Help. Study the ſingular benefits and 
advantages of a will reſigned up, and melted into 
the wilt of God. 


I. Such a ſpirit hath a continual Sabbath within | 


itſelf: the thoughts arc eſtabliſned, Prov. xvi. 3. 
And truly, until a man come to this he doth but 
too much refemble the devit, who is a reſtleſs ſpi- 
rit, ſeeking reſt but finding none. 

It was an excellent expreſſion of Luther, to one 
that was much perplexed in his ſpirit about the 
doubtful events of ſome affairs of his that were then 
depending: The Lord ſhall do all for thee, and 
thou ſhalt do nothing, but be the Sabbath of Chriſt. 

Tt is by this means that the Lord gives his beloved 
feep, Pſal. cxxvii. 2. He means not the ſleep of 
the body but of the ſpirit. Though believers live 
in the midſt of many troubles here, yet with quiet 
and compoſed minds they keep themſelves in the 

ſilence of ſaith, as though they were aſleep. 

2. Beſides, it fits a man's ſpirit for communion 
with God in all his afflictions, and this alleviates 
and ſweetens them beyond any thing in the world. 

3. And ſurely a man is never ncarer the mercy 
he deſires or the deliverance, he expe&s, (as one 
truly obſerves) than when his ſoul is brought into 
& ſubmithve temper. David was never nearer the 
kingdom than when he became as a wea ed child. 

_ Fifth Help. Laſtly, Think how rep 1znanc and 
unſubmitive temper is both to your prayers and 
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Tou pray that the will of God may be done n | 


earth, as it in heaven, arid yet, when it ſeems to 
croſs your wills or intereſts, you ſtruggle and fret 
againft it. You 
ſouls to his keeping, and to leave your eternal con- 
cerns in his hands ; and yet cannot commit things 
infinitely leſs valuable unto him. How contradic- 
tory are theſe things ! | 

Your profeſhon, as Chriſtians, ſpeaks ycu to be 
led by the Spirit; but this practice ſpeaks you to 
follow the perverſe 'councils of your own ſpirits. 
O then regret no more, «diſpute no more, but lie 
down meekly at your Father's feet, and ſay in all 
caſes, and at all times, The will of the Lord be 
done. 

And thus I have, through the aid of Providence, 
performed what I deſigned to ſpeak from the ſerip- 
ture. I acknowledge that my performances have 
been accompanied with much weakneſs, yet I have 
endeavoured to ſpeak of Providence the things that 
are right. Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath thus far 
aſſiſted and protected me in this work. 

How Providence will diſpoſe of my life, liberty, 


and Iabours, for the time to come, I know not; but 


I chearfully commit all to him who hath hitherto 
performed all things for me.“ 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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Ix conſideration of the great and manifold advan. 
tages reſulting from an humble and heedful ob. 
ration of Providence, -I cannot but judge it the 


- concernment of Chriſtians, who have time and 


ability for ſuch a work, to keep written memorials 
or 4 of Providenecs by them, for their own 

others? uſe and benefit. For want of collect. 
ing and communicating ſuch obſervations, not only 


ourſelves, but the church of God is damnified and 
| impoveriſhed. 


Some ſay that the art of medicine was thus ac- 
quired and perfeted. When any one had met 


with ſome rare phyſical herb, and accidentally diſ- 


covered the virtues. of it, he would poſt it up in 
ſome public place; and ſo the Phyſician attained 


his {kill by a Fcolledtion of thoſe poſted experiments 


and receipts: 

I am not for poſting up all that a C hriſtian knows 
or meets with in his experience; for, as I have 
ſaid before, religion doth not lay all open ; but yet 
there is a prudent, humble, and (caſonadle commu- 
tiication — our experiences and obſervations of Pro- 
vidence, which is exceedingly beneficial both to 
ourſelves and our brethren. 

If Chriſtians in reading the ſcriptures would j jus 
dielouſly collect and record the Providences they 
ſhall meet with there, and, if deſtitute of other 
helps, but add thoſe that have fallen out in their 
own time and experience, O what a precious trea- 
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ſere would theſe make! How would it antidote 
J their ſouls againſt the ſpreading Atheiſm of theſe. 


days, and fatisfy them beyond what many other 
arguments can do, that the Lord he is God, the 
Lord he is God.?“ | | 

While this work was under my hand, I was both 
delighted and aſſiſted by a pious and uſeful Eſſay of 
an unknown author, (Mr T. C. in his Iſagoge) who: 
hath to very good purpoſe improved many ſeriptu- 
ral paſſages-of Providence, which ſeem to He out of 


the common road of obſervation; ſome paſlages 1 
have noted out of it, which have been {ſweet to me 
Oh! that Chriſtians would every where ſet them 


ſelves to ſuch work-! Providence carries our lives, 
liberties and concernments in its hand every mo- 
ment. Your bread is in its cupboard, your money 
in its purſe, your ſafety in its enfolding arms; and 
fure it is the leaſt part of what you owe, to record 
the favours you receive at his hands. More par- 
ticularly, 2 = 5M 

1. Truſt not your Tlippery memories with fuch a 
multitude of remarkable paſſages of Providences as 
you have, and ſhall meet with in your way to hea» 
ven. It is true, things that greatly affect us are 
not eaſily forgotten by us ; and yet, how ordinary 
is it for new impreſſions to raiſe our former ones. 
It was a ſaying of that worthy man, Dr Harris, 
My memory (ſaid he) never failed me in all my 
life; for indeed, I durſſ never truſt it. Written 
memorials ſecure us agatnſt that hazard; and be- 
ſides, makes them uſeful to others wlien we are 
gone; ſo that you carry not away all your treaſure 
to heaven with you, but leave theſe choice legacies 
to your ſurviving friends. Certainly it were not 
ſo great a loſs to loſe your ſilver, your goods and 
chattles, as it is to loſe your experiences which God 
hath this way given you 2 this world, 
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(a5 Fake heed of claſping up thoſe rich treaſurez 
in a book, and thinking it enough to have noted 
them there; but have frequent recourſe to them as 
oft as new wants, fears, or diflicultics ariſe and af. 
fault you. Now it is ſeaſonable to conſider and re. 


| 'v * ect, Was I never ſo diſtreſſed before? Is this the 


firſt plunge that ever befel me? Let me conſider the 
days of old, the-years of ancicnt times, as Aſaph 
did, Pſal. bxxvit. 5. 
(3-) Laſtly, Beware of ſlighting former ſtraits and 
gers in compariſon with preſent ones. That 
which 1s next us, always appears greateſt to us: 
and as times removes us farther and farther from 


our former mercies or dangers, ſo they leſſen in 


our eyes, juſt as the land from which they ſail, doth 
to ſea- men. Know that your dangers have been a8 
great, and your fears no leſs formerly than now. 
Make it as much your buſineſs to preſerve the ſenſe 
and value, as the memory of former Providences, 
and the fruit will be ſweet to you. 
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